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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


JAPANESE TRADE, INDUSTRY MINISTER VISITS SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES 
OWO71025 Tokyo KYODO in English 0804 GMT 7 Sep 80 
{Article by Ichiro Nakagawa] 


{[Text] Manila Sept 7 KYODO--Japanese Trade Minister Rokusuke Tanaka 
Monday starts an official tour of four Southeast Asian countries by 

calling on Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos at his presidential 
mansion for an hour-long talk. 


Japanese sources say Marcos will ask Tanaka, minister of international 
trade and industry, to extend maximum aid for his country's industrial 
development projects, including development of paper and pulp industry 
and alternative energy sources. 


Tanaka arrived from Tokyo Sunday on the first leg of his tour which will 
also take him to Malaysia, Burma and Thailand. 


The tour, to end on September 16, is aimed at further promoting coopera- 
tive relations in energy, trade and industry with these countries, Tanaka 
said in a statement issued last Thursday. 


In August last year, Marcos announced a new economic policy the nation of 
48 million people should pursue in the 1980s. 


The dollar 6 billion projects also include development of steel, copper 
and aluminum industries. 


Japan in June pledged to extend yen 36 billion credits to the Philippines 
to help promote the projects. 


Of the amount, yen 18.8 billion will be spent on building a geothermal 
power plant in Leyte. 


The Philippines also plans to establish another power plant in Luzon and 
Marcos will seek further financial and technological assistance from 
Japan, the Japanese sources say. 


The Philippines now has five such plants with a combined capacity of 
280,000 kilowatts, the third largest after the United States and Italy. 














The Philippines, heavily dependent on imported oil for energy needs, 
wants to expand the geothermal power capacity to 1,62 million kilowatts 
by 1987, the sources say. 


Tanaka also met Trade Minister Luis Villafuerte, Energy Minister 
Geronimo Velasco and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin Monday. 


CSO: 4220 




















INTER=ASIAN AFFAIRS 


INDLAN-AUSTRALIAN CONSULTATION ON IRON ORE PRICES 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Jul 80 p ll 


Text | 


CSO: 4&4 


NEW DELH], June” 30.—India 
and Austrailia today agreed to con- 
sult each other on the sale price 
of iron ore for which, they felt, 
a Suitable macitinery should 
evolved to ensure a fair retu 
Austraila indicated that it w 
ike to consult other countries ip 
this matter. 


Australia and India are among 
the world’s largest iron ore ex- 
porters, all of which have been 
trying for years to set up a joint 
organization o@ the model of the 
Organization of Petroleum eh 
ing Countries. The efforts 


eet so far been successful * 


Mr J. D. Anthony, Australia’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minis 
ter for Trade and Resources, and 
Mr Pranab Mukherji, Minister for 
Commerce and Steel and Mines, 
met here today to discuss the 
matter. 


The Commerce Minister told Mr 
Anthony that while 10 million 
peopie were employed in the 
country’s handioom industry (ne 


total teatle exports from India to 
Australia formed oniy two oer 
cent of its total textue iunports 
from the world market. 4H 
phasized that Australia should re 
move all restrictions on handlooms 
and handicrafts imports from this 
county. 

Mr Mukherji and Mr Anthony 
said there could be cooperation in 
joint ventures, consultancy, Shocks 
ment suoply, construction projects 
and design engineering. It was 
agreed that org which 
had successfully for con- 
tracts abroad or were competent 
to contract should meet each 
other and identify areas in which 
such cooperation would be feasible. 


The Australian Deputy Prime 
Minister stated that skiled man- 
power couid be one such area and 
that he would try to persuade re- 
presentatives of business and in- 
dustry in his country to visit India 
to discuss matters concerning such 

ration both in private and 
pu sectors. , 

















BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT RAHMAN SENDS EVE OF PLAN MESSAGE 
Dacca THE BANCLADESH TIMES in English 1 Jul 80 pp l, 8 


(Text! President Ziaur Rahman has expressed his optimism that the Second 
Five-Year Plan being launched from today would bring prosperity for the 
people, reports BSS. 


In a message on the eve of launch iv °'« plan, the President said that 
people's hopes and aspirations h» found full expression in this pragma- 
tic and ambitious plan which has ‘ortea’l outlay of Taka 25,595 crore. 


The plan, he said, was formulated with the aim at developing national 
economy in its entirety. Out of the total outlay, Taka 20,125 crore is 
in the public sector and Taka 5,470 crore in the private sector. 


The President said the growth of gross national product per annum envi- 
saged in the plan is 7.2 percent. The per capita increase of GNP would 
be 4.9 per cent per annum. 


Terming today, July 1, as a historic day in the national life, President 
Zia said it was the people whose role would be prime and important for 
sound end successful implementation of the Second Five-Year Plan. 


Total development expenditure of the plan is estimated to be Taka 25,595 
crore of which Taka 20,125 crore would be in the public sector and Taka 
5,470 crore in the private sector. 


He expressed the belief that to get this great work done it was essen- 
tial to inspire and organise the people politically. He said, there 
was no doubt that the target of the plan would be achieved through hard 
work, sincerity, dedication, unity and cooperation. 


GNP 
Keeping in view the overall development of the economy the annual growth 


rate of gross national product was estimated at 712 per cent and the per 
capita increase of gross national product was estimated at 4-9 per cent 


per annum. 








President Zia said under this great programme all will have to work as 
one fation, We said if we want to stand as a nation we will have to 
enpage ourselves in framing the destiny of the nation with a struggling 
attitide, 


it was estimated that more than 50 per cent of the development expendi- 
tures during the plan period would be for rural development and the 
President termed the next five years as a period of tough test. We said, 
this is the test for our survival and to maintain existence as a seli- 
Fespecting fat ion in the world by safeguarding our independence and 
sovereignty. 


He said with confidence that we will have to succeed in it as “there was 
no other alternative for success,” 


Out of total development expenditures of the plan, Taka 11,715 crore 
would be generated from internal resources and Taka 13,880 crore would 
come from in the form of foreign aid. At the terminal year of the plan 
generation of internal resources would be increased from 15 per cent 
to 29 per cent. 


In the public sector 32.32 per cent of total resources would be spent in 
agriculture and allied activities 16.27 per cent in industry 14.47 per 
cent in power, natural resources and scientific and technological 
researches and 15,09 per cent in communications. 


Annual growth rate in the agricultural sector was estimated at 6.3 per 
cent and in industry at 8.6 per cent. Increase of rice and wheat pro- 
duction at the terminal year was estimated as 39 per cent and 206 per 
cent respectively. Besides the plan envisages to undertake an additional! 
programme from 1982 to double food production in a short possible time 
which will require an additional investment of Taka 1898 crore. 


The objectives of the Second Five-Year Plan is to improve standard of 
living of the people, increase of employment opportunities, doubling the 
food production within a shortest possible time; achieving self-reliancy, 
eradication of illiteracy population control proper distribution of 
resources and development of human resources by ensuring sufficient 
supply of primary needs. 


cS0: 4220 











BANGLADESH 


SUMMARY OF PRIME MINISTER'S 26 JUNE SPEECH 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Jun 80 pp 3, 11 


[Text] Prime Minister Shah Agizur Rahman told the Jatiya Sangead on 
Thureday that the Parliament was a fully sovereign body with complete 
authority on financial and legislative matters. He said in financial 
and legislative affairs the Jatiya Sangead was more sovereign than the 
US congress and French parliament. 


The Prime Minister was speaking on the last day of the general discussion 
on the Annual Budget of 1980-81 at the Jatiya Sangead. Speaker Mirza 
Golam Hafiz was in the chair. 


Following is the summary of the speech of Shah Azizur Rahman, "rime 
Minister and Leader of the House at Jativa Sangead on Thureday: 


At the outset, Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman complimented the Members 
of the Opposition as well as the Government Members for their participation 
in the Budget discussion. 


The speeches of the some of the Members of the Opposition he said, are 
marked by objectivity, but most members indulged in purposelese discus- 
sion. [as published] 


The speech of the Leader of the Opposition, he said, reflected deepening 
mistrust and brooding anger. it was all froth and fury and bal fingly 
illogical. I don't blame the opposition because there is chronic lack 
of knowledge, he said. 


The Awami League Parliamentary Party, 1 understand, have to feed their 
supporters on mendatious and self-contradictory statements to bolster 
the sagging morale of their party-men. 


Summing up the opposition criticiem, he quoted Shakespeare's “There are 
more things in Heaven and earth, Horatio than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy, it is full of sound and fury signifying nothing.” [as 

pub lished] 











He said, difference ia the essence of democracy and we appreciate the 
Opposition point of view wherever tenable, 


Refuting the charge of the Leader of the Opposition that the Parliament 
is not sovereign and that there is one-man rule in the country, he 
asserted that there is one [words illegible) the Parliament is sovereign 
and is vested with full legislative and financial powers, 


"Parliamentary Sovereignty,” which is more a textbook concept than a 
reality, actually means control of Parliament over its own normal 
aphere, The main functions of a legislature are legislation and passing 
of budget. Other functions vary according to the system of Government, 
But ever in the field of legislation and budgetmaking, the powers of a 
legisla.ure are nowhere absolutely unrestricted. in this connection |! 
would like to refer to the systems of Government obtaining in the USA, 
the UK and France, undisputedly the three most advanced democracies in 
the world, It will appear from a etudy of the constitutions of these 
three states that the concept of “Parliamentary Sovereignty” has not the 
same meaning in all of them, 


In the USA, the Congress, which is the American Legislature has full 
eontrol over public finance. Without ite approval no budget can be 
passed. The control is so effective that rarely the Government demands 
in full are accepted by the Congress. In the field of legislation, the 
powers of the Conurese is, however, to some extent limited. Since USA 
is a federal state, the constitution has assigned some specific subjects 
to the federation and the Congress is entitied to make laws only on those 
subjects. Any transgression beyond this limit is liable to be declared 
by the Supreme Court ae ultra vires of the constitution. [as published) 
Again the bill passed by the Congrese is subject to Presidential veto 
which may be overridden by two-thirds of the total membership of both 
the Houses, 


In the U.K. which has a Parliamentary form of Government and an un- 
written constitution, Par!iament has somewhat unlimited control over 
legislation and public finance. There is no defined spheres of legisia- 
tion and hence Parliament gay make any law on any subject it likes. it 
may even amend 4 Constitutional law by following the ordinary legislative 
procedure. 


In France, the present constitution of the Fifth Republic has int roduced 
a system of Government which is semi-Parliamentary. Under this consti- 
tution, Parliament site for 4 maximum of five and a half months in the 
year. it has power of legislative within a circumscribed field. [as 
published) The constitution has prescribed a limit to legislative capa- 
city of Parliament. Parliament has been given the right to make law on 
certain enumerated subjects (art. 4). Everything else belong to the 
executive field (art. 37). [as published) The Government is permitted 














by the constitution to declare inadmissible a bill or an amendment on the 
ground that the subject is net within the legislative domain of Parlia- 
ment of Hot 4 proper one for legislation, If the President of the House 
disagrees, the matter ia submitted to the Constitutional Counc! whose 
decision shall be final, The President of the Republic can also refer 

4 bill to the constitutional Council for a ruling as to its conformity 
with the constitution (arte. 41 and 51). There is, however, no consti- 
tutional provision enabling Parliament to object to a Government decree 
on any ground whatsoever, in the U.K., there is no such limit upon 
Parliamentary legislative powers. 


In the USA, which has a Predential form of Government [as published], the 
President is elected by electrol college which is elected by the votes 

of the people for a fixed term of four years. [ae published) During his 
tenure, he may be removed from office only by impeachment. Congress 
cannot otherwise force him to quit, even if it rejects all his legisla- 
tive proposals and drastically modifies hie budget proposals. The 
President is also free to select any person as his Minister, though the 
appointment requires a Senatorial approval. But once appointed, Minis- 
ter remains responsible and accountable to the President alone. [as pub- 
lished| He is not responsible to Congress which cannot force him to resign 
by any vote of censure or no-confidence. Further,, the Ministers have 

no right to sit in any House or to take part in ite deliberations. He 
does not answer any question on the floor of any House. Thus, the Con 
grees has no direct control over the executive. But for *his no body 
would say that the Congress is not sovereign or a mere rubber stamp. 


in the U.K. which has a Cabinet form of Government, the Prime Minister 

and the Members of his Cabinet are selected from amongst the members of 

the majority party in Parliament and the responsible are to the Parliament. 
[as published) The Parliament may, by its majority, force the Cabinet 
out of office, in which case the Prime Minister my go to the people by 
advising the Crown to dissolve the Parliament. 


in France, which has a mixed type of Government, the President who is 
the head of the State and to a certain extent head of the Government is 
elected for a fixed term of seven years by a direct popular vote. 

The President is politicaly irresponsible for the acts done by him. [as 
published) He can not be impeached, but may be tried before the High 
Court of Justice for high treason. During his tenure, he cannot be re- 
moved from office. The President is free to appoint any person as Prime 
Minister or Minister. The Prime Minister or a Minister cannot be member 
of Parliament, but they can sit in any House and participate in its 
deliberations without any right to vote. The President may, after con- 
suitation with the Premier and the President of the Assembly, dissolve 
the National Assembly i.e. the Lower House of Parliament. The Presi- 
dent and not the Premier presides over the Council of Ministers. 














it is thue clear that Perliamentary sovereignty hac different meaning and 
constitution in different syetem of Government, Hut for this difference, 
no system of Government may be called undemocratic, Considered in this 
light, our Parliament can not be called less sovereien and our system 

can not be deemed less democratic, Our Parliament has full control over 
legislation. President has no veto power. The U.S. Congress can over- 
tide the Presidential veto by two thirds of the total membership of both 
Houses, but our Parliament may force the President to assent to o Bill 
repassed by an absolute majority of the House, The U.S. Congres» can 

fot amend the “onstitution even by the support of ite full strength, but 
our Parliament can amend, with few exceptions, all the provisions of the 
constitution by two-thirds of ite total membership. in financial matter 
also our Parliament has absolute control. Budget can not be passed with- 
out ite approval, The President cannot override the decision of Parlia- 
ment in budgetary matters. He cannot even send back a finance bill for 
reconsideration. In this respect, its power is equal to the pover of any 
other Parliament. Our Parliament can thus effectively exercise its con- 
trol over the Executive through ite legislative and financial power. 
Through questions it may also keep the Executive under its surveillance. 
Further it may force the President out of office by impeachmen:, 4 power 
which the U.S. Congress enjoys, but the French Parliament lacks. Unlike 
the U.S. and French Ministers, our Ministers may be members of Parlia- 
ment and can take part in ite deliberations. Like the Britis) Prime Min- 
ister our Prime Minister must be a person having the confidenve of Parlia- 
ment. in Japan, about half of the Cabinet Ministers may be outsiders, 
but in our eyetem only one fifth may be outsiders. 


Now about the amendment of the Constitut ion-- 


Fundamental rights were ineffective by the 4th amendment of the Consti- 
tution. They virtually ceased to be justictiable. [as published) The 
Supreme Court was denied the right to guarantee fundamenta) rights. There 
was to be a separate Tribunal or constitutional Court to enforce the 
fundamental rights, but no law constituting such Tribunal or Court was 
made. 


Judges of the Supreme Court had no security of their tenure. They couid 
be removed from office by an order of the President. During the Martial 
Law the position was changed. The Supreme Court as 4 guardian of the 
Fundamental Rights was restored and the position of the .udges was made 
secure, 


Freedom of association was demolished and a single party system was 
introduced by the Fourth Amendment. The President coulc appoint the Prime 
Minister and all the Members of the Council of Ministers from outside the 
Parliament under the new dispensation. 


Credit goes to the Martial Law Regime for the very ima; inative and far- 
ighted amendments made in the constitution during the “artial Law period. 














Article 44 relating to the enforcement of Pundamental rights was restored 
to ite original position, Supreme Court was given back its power to act 
ae the guardian of the Fundamental Rights, Security of tenure of Supreme 
Court Judgee was guaranteed, Their removal was made subject to the recom- 
mendations of the Supreme Judicial Council, a body consisting of the 
Senior-most members of their own fraternity. The one-party system or BAK- 
SAL was enliminated from the constitution, [as published) Thus ail the 
Siechiefs committed by the fourth Amendment were removed and the Consti- 
tution was purified, Ail thie was done by Martial Law Proclamations. 

The people acclaimed the amendmente and approved all the measures taken 
by the Martial Law Authority. This was correctly reflected in the refer- 
endum and the Presidential and Parliamentary elections. As the represen- 
tative Supreme law-making body of the people, it wae the duty of the newly 
elected Parliament to act in accordance with the wish and sentiment of the 
people. It was in discharge of thie duty that Parliament passed the Con- 
stitution Fifth Amendment Bill. This Amendment was a necessity. It was 
eseential in the interest of the State. It was required to maintain con- 
tinuity in our legal evatem, During the Martial Law, the Construction 
remained in operation subject to the Martial Law Proclamations. Martial 
Law Regulations and Martial Law Orders. The Constitution was never abro- 
gated. Many lawe in the form of Ordinance, Orders, rules and regulations 
were made during that period. These laws were made for the smooth and 
efficient administration of the country and for the good of the people at 
large. The various legislative and executive measures taken during the 
Martial Law period could not be thrown into the wind and allowed to be 
nullified creating a crisis and vacuum in our legal and political system. 
Obviously, the people's representatives assembled in this Parliament had 
to take a nature decision on there measures and consequently the Consti- 
tution Fifth Amendment Act was made. This Amendment reflects the will 

of the people and cannot be called arbitrary, illogical, undemocratic or 


anti-peopie. 





Some of our friends in thie House who were in the mental agony during the 
Martial Law period, may want us to believe that that period was not a 
part of our rational history and existence. Sut however much they may 
wieh the effacement of that period, it is impossible to deny the reality. 
There was never any break in the continuity of our national life. It is 
for this reason even the highest Court of our country, | mean the Supreme 
Court, found the Martial Law to be an effective iaw. The superior posi- 
tion of Martial Law Proclamation was accepted by the Supreme Court. In 
Halima Khatun's case and Haji Joynal Abedin's case the position of 
Martial Law Proclamations vis-a-vis the Constitution was elaborately 
discussed and analysed. The court came to the conclusion that “the 
moment the country was put under Martial Law the Constitutional position 
along with other Civil laws of the Country lost its superior position. 

it was observed in Haji Joynal’s case that “the Constitution, though not 
abrogated, was reduced to a position subordinate to the Proclamation.” 

In Dosso's case the Pakistan Supreme Court observed, with reference to the 
Martial Law Prociaimed in 1958, that Martial Law was a successful revo 
tion and there fore, the proper law creating agency in the country. 
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What | want to submit is that we c.onot ignore the Martial Law period, 
The laws made and actions taken thereunder during that period were quite 
good and valid. The Fifth Amendment simply endorsed this legal position 
and reality. [sentence illegible) 


Speaking on the Budget he said, it is a development-oriented Budget to 
promote economic growth with social justice. It reflects fiscal prudence 
and the artistic intellectual integrity of the Finance Minister. The 
Budget is directed towards promotion of an Agricultural revolution, 
development of Cottage and rural Industries so as to progressively remove 
the disparity in the standard of living between the Urman and Rural areas. 
{as published} 


In other wards, the Budget lays emphasis on production, employment and 
equitable distribution of wealth. [as published) Human resources devel- 
opment will receive priority. This encourages private investment through 
monetary and fiscal incentives. The nineteen Points, which is the 
Charter of our National goals, lay special emphasis on self-reliance. 

The financing pattern of ADP reflects a conscious adherence to this 
principle. The five year plan bears the authentic stamp of these 19 
points. 


The proposed Tax relief and exemption for a number of essential items will 
provide relief to the poor. The proposed new Taxes are estimated to 
yield Tk. 100.41 Crore from items mainly used by the affluent section. 


60 percent increase in duty on Woolen cloth, 25 percent in tariff 
values of Cotton fabric, enhanced duty on car, radio, T.V., cosmetics, 
Air-conditioners will only affect the rich. 


The tax exemption to all enterprises in fish, poultry, duck and dairy farm- 
ing and horticulture for ten years is a progressive step. Agricultural 
inputs, old garments, kerosene, Ayurvedic, and Unani medicines have been 
exemped from tax which will benefit the poor. [as published] 


Planning 


The plan has been prepared taking into account the political social and 
economic realities obtaining in the country. The objectives of the plan 
include attainment of higher degree of self-reliance, a greater degree of 
egalitarian distribution of income and arrest of population boom. Produc- 
tion of foodgrains is sought to be raised to 20 million tons by the end 
of the plan period. Meanwhile, irrigation facilities will be increased 
from 3.6 million acres to 7.2 million acres. 


The plan seeks to provide necessary support to the rural sector with 
emphasis on agri-supported Industries. There is a definite priority for 
labour intensive small Industries in the rural areas. 











The development of human resources is emphasised as a necessary prelimi- 
nary to the generation of employment. Human resources development 
including literacy expansion research and extension will have a priority 
in the Second Five Year Plan. Tk. 2425 crore will be spent--78 percent 
of public sector plan outlay for this purpose. The plan size fixed at 

a level of Tk. 25595 crore--Tk. 20,125 crore for public sector 

and Tk. 5,470 crore for private sector, will reduce dependence on aid by 
mobilising domestic resources and increasing export earnings. Substan- 
tial provision has been made in the plan for rural transport, rural 
electrification, primary education and population control, 


In the five year plan, fifty three (53%) percent of total public sector 
Outlay may be considered to have been earmarked for rural development, 
considering the indirect effects of the industries that supply consump- 
tion items or offer employments, the benefits to rural people will be 
stili higher. 


In the public sector 30 percent expenditure will be spent in Rajshahi, 
Khuloa Divisions. Northern region is a priority development area--oil 
prices are subsidised in that area. The setting up of East-West Connec- 
tor will bring about meaningful change in Northern areas. Tk. 100 crore 
is earmarked for the Rooppur power plant. The project cost of Joypurhat 
Limestone and Cement project is Tk. 344 crore. Its production capacity 
will be limestone 17 lakh tons, clinker 6.6 lakh tons and cement 3.3 lakh 
tons annually. The project cost of Rani-Pukur Hard Rock project in 
Rangpur is Tk. 48.86 crore with production capacity of 1/7 lakh tons per 
year. 


The project cost of Jamalganj Coal Mining (Bogra-Rajshati) is Tk. 700 crore. 


The plan envisages growth rate of 7.2 percent in GDP which will enable to 
achieve per capita income growth of about 4.9 percent which wi!l] greatly 
remove our endemic poverty. During the plan period agriculture is pro- 
jected to grow at a rate of 6.3 per cent 8.6 percent in manufacturing 
about 14 percent in construction 16 percent in power and gas and 9 percent 
in transport and trade services. 


The plan aims at creating additional employment opportunities for 51.8 
lakh people. 


The plan also provides for expansion of Chhatak Cement factory Bagli- 
bazar Limestone Bijoypur White Clay and Silica sand for glass making. 


Non conventional energy sources like solar and tidal will be developed. 
Agriculture 


In Bangladesh people live in 68000 villages 80 percent of the people are 
directly engaged in agriculture. [as published] Emphasis has been 
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given to agricultural development and creation of productive employment 
opportunities for the vast majority of rural work force. In the past 
agricultural growth has not been able to keep pace with population growth, 
The plan envisages an increase in wheat production by 7 lakh tons and boro 
by 3 lakh tons over last year. In current year 39, [3 figures illegible] 
low lift pumps have been flelded--4,.000 more than last year, 


In 1980-81 24,000 additional shallow tubewells and 3000 deep tubewells 
will be installed and at least 6000 additional low lift [word illegible] 
will be fielde!, 

162 Canals have been dug covering an area of 550 miles. The canal- 
digging scheme includes digging of 250 canals which will cover an area 
of 900 miles. The scheme is fast nearing completion. 


This will increase irrigated acreage from 3.1 million acres to 7.6 million 
acres. 


Irrigation equipments are being sold to farmers at subsidised price: 
Medium term Bank credit is being provided for high-yielding variety seeds: 
Massive programme is being launched for local manufacture of agricultural 
equipments like weeders, thrashers, seed drills and hand pumps 27 such 
work shops are in operation. 

Training programme to train mechanics is being undertaken, 

Bangladesh Rice Research Institute and Agricultural Research Institute 

are being strengthened A Wheat Research Centre will be established A 

Seed Corporation is being set up next year. [as published) 


Fertilizer target for next vear is 11.5 lakhtons. 10 agricultural 
Extension Training Institutes will be set up. 


Potato production has increased by one lakh ton over last year. 
Jute cultivation schemes are taken up for increasing the yield per acre. 
Production target of cotton is 3 lakh bales. 


The annual growth rate of foodgrains at 7.1 percent and agricultural 
production at 6.3 per cent is not only realistic but also realisable. 


Jute--In 1974-75 total earning was Tk. 286.92 crore, 1978-79 "697.90," 
1979-80 unto 21 June '736.87" crore. [as published) 


for the first time after liberation Jute Mills are confidently expecting 
a profit of Tk. 59 crore. In II (eleven) months ending on 31 may the 
Jute Mills Corporation has earned a foreign exchange of 54 crore out 
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out cumulative exports, [as published| In apite of poor quality affected 
by drought we have sold 20 lakh bales. “ill | July 1980 Jute and Jute 
goods earned 1Tk.654,.85 crorea=-12 percent of total export foreign exchange 
earnings. 


In order to reduce the burden of subsidy the issue prices of rice and 
wheat have been increased from Tk. 120 to Tk 140 and Tk. 90 to Tk.100 from 
May this year. This will reduce the burden of subsidy by Tk. 16 crore, 


Food 


Present stock of foodgrains as on 20 June 1980: 7,62,610 tonsa Internal pro- 
curement of food grains: 


Aman 1,75,465 " 
Wheat 1,15,'87 " 
Boro 30,567 " 


3,29,719 tons [as published) 
Drought 


Last year we were faced with a grave situation arising out of long period 
of drought. There could have been a famine which was averted by the grace 
of Allah. Under the leadership of President Ziaur Rahman Government faced 
the situation with fortitude courage and promptness. Procurement shipment 
transportation internal movement and distribution took place very quickly 
and we succeded in importting 20 lakh tons of food. I wish to assert 

that there is no dearth of food and no one died out of stavation. [as 

pub lished | 


Textiles 


Speak on Textiles he said that 8 lakh acres of land will be brought under 
cotton cultivation to produce 6 lakh bales of cotton nuring plan period. 
[as published) 61 Textile mills are already operating and 6 additiona 
mills are under construction. 26 new textile mills will be set up during 
the plan period in less developed areas. [as published] 


The handloom industry is being reactivated. Production of silk yarn 
has gone up from 30 thousand bales to 80 thousand bales. 


External Resources 


Speaking on external resources flow he said for a country in our situa- 
tion which was a colony for centuries and devastated by war and natural 
calamities under development is only natural. 


Foreign aid for us is very much a matter of right. Better share of re- 
sources in technology resource in investment and resource in service are 
also our right. [as published. 
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Aid tlow to our country is not so large. It is less than 10 per cent of 
the GDP per annum, We are receiving less than Indonesia, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, Philippines, Egypt, Kenya, Mali and Chad (according 

to World Bank report). We are receiving only 43 per cent per capita. 
Third World countries have been demanding larger resource flow since 
1958, 


Charter of Algiers--1967 The UN General Assembly on May 1, 1974 made a 
comprehensive declaration for the establishment of the new international 
economic order. The resolution enjoined that economic as well as politi- 
cal and other relation among shall be governed by the principles of 
sovereignty and political independence of states sovereign equality of 
all states mutual and equitable benefit and no attempt to seek hegemony 
and spheres of influence. [as published | 


Calling for removal of global inequity the resolution called upon every 
state to cooperate with the efforts of developing countries to accelerate 
their economic and social development by providing favourable external 
conditions and by extending active assistance with strict for the 
sovereign equality of states and free of any condition derogating from 
their sovereignty. [as published] 


He quoted art 17 and 25 of the resolution which enjoined special atten- 
tion to the needs of least developed countries (LDCS) he also refered 
to the UN resolution of 19 December 1979 providing for special measures 
in favour of the least developed amongst the developing countries. 


Therefore the aids and grants we are receiving no charity and no strings 
are attached our outstanding foreign debt disbilities as on lst January 
1980 one U.S. $2747.9 million fas published] Several countries includ- 
ing Canada, Denmark, Finland, FRG, Netherland, Sweden, Switzerland and 
the UK have conveted loans into grants France, Begium, Japan and U.S.A. 
are providing new grants. The lons are also obtained on soft terms pay- 
able over a period of 40 years with little interest. [sentences as 

publ ished} 


Every developing country of a new born country has to receive external 

resources for development. The new state of Zimbabwe has been provided 
with US dollar 150 million and Dollar 45 million aid by U.K. and U.S.A. 
recently. 


We are however making every possible effort to mobilise internal resources 
and reduce our dependence on foreign assistance. 


Law and Order 


Speaking in Law and Order situation he said that the government has 
inheritated a burden which seemed insurmountable. The urban industriali- 
sation has its socio-economic effects on the general adult thereby creating 











problems of mental and social adjustments. Deterioration of the normal 
standard growing permissiveness in younger generation less of their faith 
in old order have created proneness amongst our younth towards rowdyism 
and violence. [as published] 


He said maintenance of law and order is not the responsibility of the 
Home Ministry aloned all political parties and the people at large must 
contribute to the maintenance of law and order. [as published) He 
depricated that some political parties have on the contrary contributed 
to the deterioration of law and order and unleashing of violence. It is 
unfortunate that a political party declared hartal on 19th of February and 
7th of June--1980 The 19th of February was the first day of assembly 
session and on 7th June the budget was to be presented and BSC examina- 
tion was to be held. [as published) 


Calling for hartal is a fundamental right and every party is entitled 
to it. But no one is entitled to take law in his own hand and promote 
widespread violence and destruction of public property with impunity and 
then complain that the law and order situation has deteriorated. It is 
an irony that everybody condemnned the unfortunate [word illegible] at 
Rangpur and Chittagong but no one condemned the burning down of Cinema 
Halls and loot and arson by demonstrators protesting these incidents. 


The recommendations of the jail reforms commission he said will be imple- 
mented soon. The crime figures are much less than in 1971, 72 and 74, 


With the withdrawal of emergency 7,629 detenues have been released. At 
present the number of detenues is only 232--lowest since independence. 


Speaking on press freedom, he said, government firmly believes in the full 
freedom of the press and unfettered flow of information. The Press and 
Publications Act has been amended and liberalised. Government has repealed 
the annulment of Newspaper Act 1975. Under this act only four 
newspapers were allowed to be published. The total number of newspapers 
and journals rose to 283 in 1977, 327 in 1978, 428 in 1979 and 459 upto 
June 1980. There are more than 43 daily newspapers, 140 wekklies 23 fort 
nightlies and 145 monthlies. [as published] A Press Institute has 

been eastablished for providing professional training to journalists. 

The Press Council regulates the freedom of the Press. For the first time 
in the history of this country, there is no censorship. RADIO BANGLADESH 
is operating from six regional etations. Through external services the 
radio is broadcasting its programmes in six languages including Arabic. 
Bangladesh Television has five relay stations. Such freedom of press 

as it exists today never existed before. 


He cautioned that the freedom of the press must not be construed as a 
licence to defame and blackmail the government and create despondency 
amongst the people by transmission of false and motivated news items. 











Commerce ond Industry 


Speaking on Commerce and Industry he said, export during the last 3 years 
has recorded considerable improvement, In 1975-76 export earning was only 
Tk 551 crore. It rose to Tk 928 crore in 78-79 and in the current yeac 
the export earning is Tk 1100 crore, 


Export of non-jute items has risen to 31 percent. Wage Earners' Scheme 
has considerably improved the market stabilisation of essential goods 

in Industrial sector. The production of Urea in 75-76 was 2.82.140 tons. 
In 1979-80 it was increased to 3 50,000 tons. The production of paper in 
1975-76 was 17,295 tons, in 79-80 it was increased to 33,000 tons. 
Production of newsprint in 1975-76 was 20 642 tons in 1979-80 it has 
gone upto 40 000 tons. The production of steel ingots in 1975-76 was 
90,398 tons in 1979-80 it has gone upto 1,40,000 tons. Export earnings 
of non-traditional items in 1979-80 is Tk 47.14 crore. [sentences as 
published | 


Education 


Speaking on education he said the new education system will be technical 
oriented suiting the requirements of the modern age of science and 
technology. In the revenue budget a total sum of Tk 195.69 crore has 
been provided for education as against 169.34 crore Taka in the previous 
year. Tk 26.35 crore more will be spent this year in education sector 
than last year. 


The allocation is 14 per cent of the total revenue. Tk. 93.34 crore has 
been earmarked for primary education alone. In the five year plan Tk. 905 
crore has been allocated for development of education which is two and a 
half (2-1/2) times as much as the entire amount spent on education in 

7 years. We will broaden the base of primary education link education 
with employment make science and technology basic concept of education 
system. [as published] Primary education which is a constitutional 
obligation will be compulsory free and universal. 


Universalisation of primary education will be complete by 1985. We will 
provide free textbooks to fifty percent of the primary school boys and 
free uniform to 30 percent of girl students. Some secondary schools 
and madrasahs will be converted into community schools providing both 
general and technical education. There will be balanced development of 
selected government and nongovernment colleges. The work of setting 

up an Islamic University is already in progress steps are being taken 
for overall improvement of all Universities. We are also planning the 
restructuring of the Instermediate and Secondary Education Boards. [as 
published | 


As the second phase for the President's call for revolution we have al- 
ready embarked upon a mssive much literacy campaign. It is aimed at 
providing functional literacy to 4 crore illiterates of this country. 
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Foreign Policy 


Speaking on foreign policy he said that our foreign policy is based on 
moderation and pragmatism. The main objectives of our foreign policy 
are (a) Consolidation of national independence (b) Scrupulous respect 
for sovereign equality of all nations (c) Non-interference in internal 
affairs of states (d) Peaceful settlement of disputes and (e) Positive 
non-alignment. 


Presidents visit to Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Philip- 
pines have added new dimension to bilateral relations. We have played 
pivotal role in the Islamic Foreign Ministers' Conferences at Dakar, 
Tripoli, Fez Istanbul and Islamabad. Our significant achievement has 

been deepening and [words illegible] the Muslim world. Our Foreign 
Minister has already pleaded for establishment of the Islamic World 

Order which can be a bulwark of strength and security of Muslim countries. 


We are playing the role as harbinger of Islam's message of peace and 
universal brotherhood of mankind. From Indonesia to Morocco, Bangla- 
desh occupies a place of affection and esteem among Islamic countries. 


Non-alignment forms cornerstone of Bangladesh's foreign policy and this 
has been reflected in our stand at the Security Council on problems of 
Indo-China Iran Afghanistan and the Middle East. Our stand differed 
with the two superpowers. 


Our stand on Kampuchea, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Azania, South Africa also 
reflect this positive non-alignment. [as published] 


President's proposals for regional summit for South Asian countries has 
received warm response. We hope, in the interest of One billion people 
in this region the summit will succeed in fostering an era of peace and 
development aimed at economic social and cultural cooperation. 


The scramble for global supremacy power rivalry and escalation of arms 
have plunged the world into tension and insecurity. Bangladesh has been 
playing an effective role in helping resolve this tension. 


Refuting an allegation from Mr Rashed Khan Menon to the effect that we 

have not opposed the Camp David accord he quoted resolution No 34 65B on 
Palestine at the 34th UN General Assembly Session which rejected those 
provisions of the Camp David accord which denied the inalienable rights 

of the Palestinian people. The same resolution also condemned all agree- 
ments and treaties and deelared that the Camp David accord has no validity 
in so far as it purports to determine the future of the Palestinian people. 


Bangladesh along with 74 countries voted in favour of the resolution. 


Bangladesh is also a party to the Havana Declaration adopted at the 6th 
non-aligned summit conference in 1979 and to the resolution of the 10th 
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and Lith slamic foreign Ministers’ Conference which categorically 
rejected the Camp David accord, We said our stand on iran in various 
forums has been lauded in lranian press, 


Referring to the "resident's visit to Aritain, he said that the invita- 
tion was extended to « state visit in November or to an official visit 
in June. Our President accepted the official visit which is a working 
Visit. He wae accorded same courtesies as were shown to other heads of 
governments who Visited Britain recently. A special gesture of friend 
ship was shown to our President by the British Prime Minister by welcom- 
ing our Presi‘ent on his arrival at the hotel. The President visit was 
considered to end when the Queen bid farewell to him after the luncheon 
She hosted in his honour at the Windsor Castle, 


Speaking on inflation and price epiral he said inflation is a global 
phenomenon and in 4 developing country takes place because development 
expenditure create purchasing power without immediately increasing the 
volume of goods and services, Inflation is also due to international 
increase of prices tranemitted into our economy through higher costs of 
our imports like raw materials, medicine and oil, The rate of inflation 
in our country is now 146%. [as published) It is guch less than 
Thailand, Turkey, Philippines, South Korea, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 

India and Taiwan. 


He referred to the modernisation of airports and establishment of new 
ports. In the shipping sector he said our present shipping fleet of 25 
ships will be raised to 40 and 11 (eleven) more jetties will be added. 


About the Gram Sarkar he said the concept “has been widely acclaimed and 
hae already generated brisk activities in rural areas. 


Replying to the opposition criticiem against the District Development 
Coordinator and the Envoy Pool he said that the District Deve lopment 
Coordinators have nothing to do with administration. Their business 
will be only to supervise and coordinate development activities. And 
the Pool of Envoye are intended to equip eligible Parliamentarians with 
knowledge of foreign relations and to train them up for assignment of 
specific jobe for the good of the country. 


Replying to Mr Asadugzaman Khan's allegation that the government has 

lost confidence of the people he said President Ziaur Rahman is firmly 
rooted amongst the people and his government is an elected government 

and ite legitimacy can not be disputed. About change in the state 
principles he said the change is in accordance with the wish of the people 
and has been endorsed by 4 referendum. Denying the allegation that the 
davehters of late Sheikh Mujibur Rahman are not being allowed to return 
home, he said that history will determine the position of Sheikh Shaheb 
whose daughters are welcome to return and are assured of full protection 
and security and due position in society. 
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lie said the BAKSAL concept of politics is backdated and medieval, People 
will never accept the monolethic one-party system, We said the half- 
sleeve black coate Awami League members wear are symbolic of the black 
days of terror and violence, 


While appreciating the role of the opposition as conscious dissenters 
he said dissent and difference are essence of democracy, We called upon 
to coexist with the government party in sustaining and nourishing 
democratic norms and in working out @ulti party system for peaceful 
“ranefe- of power through periodical elections. [as published] 


Hie 90 minutes speech wae heard in pindrop silence and was punctuated by 
wit and humour and quotations from the Holy Ouran and from Shakespeare. 


When he resumed hie seat he was complimented by both government and 
opposition members. 
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BANGLADESH 


MINISTER EXPLAINS TENETS OF COUNTRY'S POREIGN POLICY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 4 Jul 80 pp i, 8 


[Text) Foreign Minister Prof, Sham eul Huq on Thursday said that if 
the world was to avoid another war it must recognised the urgent and 
inescapable need for reordering the political and economic system on 
the foundation of the universal values of freedom, justice, equality and 
human dignity. [ae published) 


He was speaking at the 4th installation ceremony of Rotary Club, Ramna 
at British Council auditorium. It was also addressed, among others, by 
Jute Minister Mr Habibullah Khan, Director of CIRDAP Rotarian Azizul 
Huq, Rotarian Mashiur Rahman, District Governor of Rotary Internationa! 
and Rotarian V. G. Bennett, President of Rotary Club of Ramna. 


Prof Huq said that politically, economically and morally the world of to- 
day was in great disarray. The crises were widening and deepening. The 
cause of crises were clearly rooted in historic memories and political 
and economic structures unsuited to the needs and interests of the pres- 
ent-day world society, he said. 


Rule of Law 


Prof Huq said that there was an emerging awareness that the crisis was 
grave and we must move in concert to overcome it. This new emerging trend 
in the thinking of the international community favoured the strengthening 
of the UN system for the establishment of the rule of law in international 
relations and of a new economic order for a more employment and more pro- 
duction of goods and services for the benefit of the entire world commun- 
ity, he said. [fas published] 


The Foreign Minister said that the widening disparity between the rich 
and poor nations of the world had assumed an alarming magnitude. The 

experiences of the developing countries during last three decades indi- 
cated that the causes of slow progress were embedded in global factors. 
For example, he said, the developing countries with two-:hird population 
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commanded only one=third of world resources, with a population of over 
two billion; the share of the developing countries in the production of 
manufactured goods was as low as 9 percent, The indebtedness of the poor- 
est nations including Bangladesh had increased from 29.6 billion dollars 
in 1970 to 44,6 billion dollare in 1977, and projected to increase to 64,5 
billion by 1985, The debt service charges of the poorest nations were 
eatimated at 17.4 per cent of their export earnings in 1980. Ironically 
enough, he said, there was a net tranefer of resources from the poor to 
the rich nations, 


Arma Race 


Prof Huq said that the escalation of the arms race had assumed 4 frighten- 
ing dimension though the arsenal already built up by the great powers 
could destroy this planet many times over. We said that annual military 
spending waa now well over 450 billion dollar while the official develop- 
ment aseistance was under 45 billion dollar. The cost of a 10-year pro- 
grove to meet the essential food and health needs in all developing 
courtries would be lees than half of one year's military spending, he 
said. 


The Foreign Minister said that he personally believed that the present 
galloping arms race among the great powers was essentially a product of 
their sense of insecurity and mutual suspicion and distrust bred by their 
unhappy historical memories. But, he said, the continuing crises in the 
Middle Fast, Afghanistan, Southern Africa and Indo-China had sufficiently 
demonstrated that security could not be ensured through increasing appli- 
cation of resources to build weapons of destruction, “Security is global 
and indivisible, political and economic security are inseparable,” he 
said. 


Unity Needed 


Prof Huq hoped that the nations of the world, both developed and develop- 
ing, would recognise these realities and unite in their efforts to over- 
come the present political, economic and moral crises and resolve to 
build a better future on the foundation of mutual trust, understanding 
and “our shared human heritage.” Towards this sovereign goal, he said, 
organisations like Rotary Club could play an invaluable role. 


Non-Alignment 


Prof Shamsul Huq said that non-alignment remained the cornerstone of 
Bangladesh foreign policy which enjoins respect for sovereign equality 
of all nations, non-interference in the internal affairs of other 
nations and non-use of force and peaceful settlement of all disputes. 
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We said that Bangladesh had “consistentiy expressed ite solidarity with 
the movement directed to peace, freedom and justice along the path of 
development as opposed to an armed race which inevitably leads to war 
and destruction, We said that Bangladesh catego‘ically repudiates a 
concept of peace on the tenuous balance of power among the great powers, 
Bangladesh aleo respected totally the idea of dividing the world inte 
spheres of influence, he said, 














BANGLADESH 


COMMERCE MINISTER MEETS PRESS ON EXPORT-IMPORT POLICY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 4 Jul 80 pp i, 8 


|Text) Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed Suddiky, State Minister for Commerce, told 
a Press conference on Thursday that the Government had given highest im- 
portance to the consumers’ interests in formulating the import and export 
policies for the current year announced early this week. 


He explained the genesis of both the policies as well as the mechanism to 
be used for their implementation to newsmen at rhe Press conference held 
at a local hotel. Leaders and representatives of various chambers of com- 
merce and industry in the country were also present. 





He told a questioner that there was a machinery in the Ministry of Commerce 
for monitoring supply position of consumer items, with a view to ensuring 
their availability to meet the market demands. 


He affirmed that the special “cell” in the Ministry of Commerce did under- 
take continual monitoring of the demand and supply position of consumers’ 
goods in the market. He said that whenever a shortage or a potential 
scarcity was detected the ministry would arrange replenishing the market. 


Price Rise 


Replying to a question on the post-Budget price increase of baby food and 
“better” brand cigarettes, the Minister said that neither item was in 
short supply. As for baby food, he assured newsmen of adequate stock of 
the same with the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB) and the Con- 
sumers' Supply Corporation (COSOOR). "We would flood the market with 
these, if need be,” he said. He, however, pointed out that there was a 
need for the monitoring cell to improve its performance. 


Call to Press 


The State Minister for Commerce urged the Press to come up with its con- 
structive surgestions for improving the market situation. He suggested 
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that "consumers protection societies" or similar bodies be formed to 
help protect the consumers’ interests and stabilise the price levels. 
He denied charges of creating scarcity of certain items in the domes- 
tic market by allowing their large-scale exports although these were 
in no way “exportable surplus." 


Nor was it true that the Government had unjustifiably allowed imports of 
such items as saree, lungi, markin cloths and bamboos. [as published] 
He pointed out that a ban on import of cotton saree and lungi had 
existed long since, while a ban had been imposed on import of markin 
cloths this vear. Bamboos, on the other hand, had to be imported to 
meet requirements of the pulp and paper mills. Asked if locally grown 
bamboos could do the job, the Minister said the proposed bamboos were 

of a special kind suitable for the pulp and paper mills. 


The State Minister for Commerce emphasised that every care was taken in 
determining the exportable surplus of both traditional and nontraditional 
items, in order to ensure that increased exports did not upset domestic 
markets. In projecting the exportable surplus, he added, the potentials 
for increased production or availability was always taken into account. 


Public Private Sector 


He said, in reply to a question that the import entitlement ratio between 
private and public sectors had been set at 40:60 in the current year's 
import policy. He explained that the share of the public sector had been 
increased in view of the international price hikes of certain bulk items 
like cement and billets. 


He told the Press conference that last year the public sector utilised 
industrial licence worth Tk. 921 crore, while the private sector had util- 
ised industrial licences worth Tk. 511 crore. 


During the same year, he went on, public sector had been given commercial 
licences worth Tk. 208.19 crore while the private sector had got commercial 
licences worth Tk. 209.85 crore. He said that so far 5,000 commercial 
licences had been suspended on charges of nonutilisation. 


The Minister said that better coordination and continuous monitoring in 
matters of commodity aid would be undertaken this year in order to ensure 
regular flow of commodity assistance. 


BSS adds: Giving breakup of the sources of import financing the State 
Minister said that Taka 1500 crore out of Taka 2600 crore allocation for 
the import programme would be detailed from our own foreign exchange 
earnings. The share of external commodity assistance (aid/loan/grant), 
barter and Wage Earners Scheme (WES) would be Taka 525 crore, Taka 225 
crore and Taka 350 crore respectively, he added. 
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As against Taka 776 crore of last year, he said the allocation for POL 
(Petroleum 011 and Lubricants) imports would be Taka 758.37 crore which 
excludes Taka 23 crore for high speed diesel (HSD) from the funds of 
barter with the Soviet Union. Mr Siddiky also informed that the alloca- 
tion for import of coal would be Taka 59.76 crore, 


On the allocation of industrial raw materials and spares, Mr Siddikiy 
said that the share of public and private sectors would be Taka 1273.61 
crore and Taka 735 crore respectively. In case of licences of commer- 
cial imports the share of public and private sector would be Taka 311,72 
crore and Taka 279.56 crore respectively. 


Barter Trade 


On the projected increase of imports from barter sources from Taka 125 
crore last year to 225 crore in the current year, Mr Siddiky said that 
barter trade was increasing for the last few years in ‘our favour’ and we 
are getting cash items like petroleum products, cements and billets. He 
said there was no reason for discouraging barter trade as we are getting 
cash items. In this context, he said that the projected turnover through 
barters also includes the turnovers under the special trade arrangements 
(STA) with some of the West European countries. 


On the source of finance for both sectors, the State Minister said that 
licences worth Taka 1291 crore were given from our own cash resources 
from which licenses worth Taka 1265.13 crore have been utilised up tv 
June 15, while licences worth Taka 410.63 crore have been given under 
commodity assistances. He said licences worth Taka 377.68 crore was 
utilised till June 15. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


PARL LAMENT PASSES 1980-1981 NATIONAL BUDGET 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] The National Budget for the year 1980-81 was passed at the Jatiya 
Sangsad on Monday with the passage of the Appropriation Bill, 1980, 


The bill authorising payment and appropriation of Taka 7,021 crore 58 
lakh 52 thousand from and out of the consolidated fund for the services 
of the financial year ending June 30, 1981 was passed with 176 votes in 
favour and 17 votes against. 


Earlier the Sangsad passed Finance Bill, 1980. 


The Awami League members staged a walk out on the plea that the budget 
was “anti-people and dependent on foreign assistance.” 


AL Walk Out 


The Leader of the House Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman termed the 
walk out by the Awami League members at the last stage of the passing of 
the budget as irresponsible unparliamentary and unprecedented. 


The Prime Minister said that the Awami League Parliamentary Party was 
fully aware about the absolute majority of the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party Parliamentary Party in the House and took part in all the delibera- 
tions. They could walk out after they heard the speech by the Finance 
Minister where the fiscal policy of the Government was spelt out. 


The Leader of the House said that in 1975 the entire Finance Bill was 
carried through the House within seven minutes while the appropriation 
bill was passed within three minutes.” We gave them the papers to go 
through but they do not have reading habits,” he said. 


He said that the walk out once again spoke of the wrong policy being pur- 
sued by the Awami League. “They do not believe in parliamentary norms. 
They want uncontrolled freedom in all respects,” he said. 











Mirga Golan Haliz 


The Speaker Mirza Golan Hafiz also deplored the walk out by the ALPP, 
He said that since the discussion on the Budget began on June 12, the 
House got 96 actual working hours for discussion. Of these, the BNP 
members spoke for 13 hours, the Awami League members were allowed 27 
houre while other members apoke for 30 hours. Although the Awami League 
should have got only 12 hours on proportionate basis, they were allowed 
27 hours, he said, 


Saifur Rahman 


Speaking on the Appropriation Bill, Finance Minister Mr M. Saifur 
Rahman called upon the members of the parliament to come forward and 
share hardship with the common man. We shall have to produce more goods 
and arrange equitable distribution of goods in order to ensure social 
juetice, he said, 


Nineteen members from the Opposition & Treasury Benches participated in 
the discussion on the Appropriation Bill. They were: Mr Siddiqur Rah- 
man, Mr Mohammad Mohsin, Mr Nazrul Islam, Mr Suchangsu Sekhar Halder, 
Mr Asadugzaman, Mr A. B. M. Taleb Ali, Mr Shaukat Ali, Mr Lutfar Rahman, 
Mr Rashed Mosharraf & Mr Salahuddin Yusuf of Awami League, Mr Shahjahan 
Siraj and Mirza Abdul Latif of JSD, Prof. Khalilur Rahman and Mr Almas 
Hussain of Muslim League, Prof. Musuffar Ahmed of NAP (M), Mr A. S. M. 
Solaiman of Gano Front, Mr Rashed Khan Menon of Ganotantrik Andolan, Mr 
Rustam Ali and Mr Siddiqur Rahman of BNP. 


CSO: 4220 
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€ 


GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES [IMPORT POLICY FOR 1980-1981 
Increase Over 1979-1980 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Jul 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The government on Monday night announced a Taka 2,600 crore 
import bill for fiscal 1980-81 covering expenditure on account of import 
of essential consumer commodities, industrial raw materials and spares 
and energy, reports BSS. 


This was the first year's import projection under the Second Five-Year 
Plan (SFYP) showing an increase of Taka 750 crore in the allocation 
from the level of fiscal 1979-80 in which the import projection was for 
Taka 1,850 crore. 


Announcing the Import Policy in a simultaneous broadcast over Radio and 
Television on Monday evening Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed Siddiky, Minister 
of State for Commerce hoped that the increased allocation would be able 
to ensure abundant supply of commodities in the market and keep prices 
stable. 


The Import Policy was earlier approved in a meeting of Council of Minis- 
ters held in Dacca on Monday morning with President Ziaur Rahman in the 
chair. 


Essent ial Commodities 


Mr Siddiky said one of the principal objectives of the Import Policy 
was to ensure sufficient supply of imported essential commodities and 
increase of industrial productica through smooth supply of raw materials 
so that the common people could get their essential commodities every- 
where, easily and in fair price. 


SFYP 


The Minister of State for Commerce termed the SFYP as "symbol of many of 
our hopes and aspirations." He said necessary measures had been taken 
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in the Import Policy to help the important development activities of 
the SFYP Like food production, mass education, family planning, public 
health and transport sectors. 





But, he added: “We must admit that our resources are limited and the 
gap between our aspirations and ability is very wide. 


Mr Siddiky said that despite limitation of resources, “we have tried 
to frame the Import Policy as a public welfare and production oriented, 
easy, liberal and well-balanced one." 


OGL 


Explaining the measures undertaken in the field of commercial imports, 

the State Minister said that the number of items importable under the 
Open General Licence (OGL) scheme had been increased. The items which 
could be importable under OGL are milk, food, unrefined soyabean oil, 
ollseeds for recognised industries, vegetable seeds and fruit saplings, 
tallow, coconut oil, books and periodicals, medicines, surgical equipment, 
scientific equipment and educational aids, x-ray film, dyes and chemi- 
cals, tyres and tubes, spares of motor cars and cycles, marine engine 
spares equipment for irrigation, raw materials for production of equip- 
ment by recognised agents and industries. 


Mr Siddiky said it was expected that unrestricted import of such goods 
would immensely support the food production, mass literacy, public 
health and transport development programmes. 


Permit Fees 


The Minister of State for Commerce also announced that the certain com- 
mercial items had been raised from Taka 10,000 to Taka 30,000 which would 
help remove a long standing problem of such small importers. Moreover, 
the import licence and permit fees were reorganized and registration fees 
of the importers had been reduced which would also reduce the cost of 
imports. Mr Siddiky expressed the hope that these measures would have 
some happy reaction on the prices situation. 


Mr Siddiky said that the Government had decided to recruit some new im- 
porters to give opportunity to new comers in the import trade particularly 
the exporters and those of relatively undeveloped areas. Detailed prin- 
ciples will be announced very soon, the Minister said. 


Cement Import 


While referring to the uncertainties and failures of the private sector 
importers of cement the Minister said that they (importers) could not 
live up to the expectation in the past. However, he added, the Govern- 
ment had decided to give them an opportunity once again in view of the 





very increasing demand tor cement in the country. He hoped the importers 
would be able to utilise this chance, 


While "grouping" prior to letters of credit (L/C) registration in Bangla- 
desh Bank for importers would continue. The State Minister said that 
grouping after registration of L/C form would be introduced from this year. 
However, Mr Siddiky said, the importers under the individual groups 

must be under administration of a single import office. 


Repeat Licence» 


The State Minister said that facility of "repeat licence" for commercial] 
imports would be extended when necessary. Besides this, there will be 
provision for actual users Licence, in which the import of kids of cattles 
and poultries have been included. [as published} 


In case of industrial licences, the State Minister said that adequate 
allocation had been made for the public sector industries. The industries 
in the private sector under priority List number one and two will get 
licence at the rate of 100 percent and 75 percent respectively of their 
entitlements. 


But those in the priority list of pharmaceutical industries will get 
licence at the rate of 150 per cent of their entitlements. Morever, he 
said, the repeat licencing facility would continue. 


Export-Oriented Industries 


Mr Siddiky said that a provision of Taka 10 crore had been made tor set- 
ting up export-oriented industries and there in less developed areas 

to help setting up of export oriented industries as shortly as possible. 
He referred to Government's policy of increasing exports in view of the 
huge trade gap and expressed the hope that the business community and 
entrepreneurs would come forward for utilising this opportunity to con- 
tribute to the development of the nation and the country. He said that 
liberal policy had been kept for import of raw materials by the exporters 
to go, these facilities. [as published] Such industries will be given 
cash licences for importing their raw materials provided they trade 
under "Bonded Ware House" scheme and possessed Export Orders or Litters 
of Credit. [as published] 


XPL To Continue 


Mr Siddiky said special and additional licences would be given to the 
deserving export-oriented industries and added that if necessary, the 
export-oriented textile manufacturing units might be given licences for 
importing yarns of banned counts, the imports under Export Performance 
Licence scheme (XPL) would also continue. 
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the State Minister stressed the importance of handloom industries as the 
biggest cottage industry of the country and said that the allocation for 
handloom cooperatives had been more than doubled for import of raw mater- 
ials, he said. 


Licences worth Taka 3 crore, Taka 2 crore and Taka 2 crore would be given 
respectively through the National Cooperative Society, the Handloom board 
and directly to the handloom cooperatives. [as published] 


In view of demands of the Bangladesh Federation of Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry and other chambers, the State Minister said that time frame 
for making import had been extended as much as possible. He said in 
cases of import under cash licence, Letters of Credits tor the first and 
second halves of the quota of importers should be opened within the 3lst 
December, 1980 and 30th April 1981 respectively. In cases of aid and 
barter sources, the Letters of Credits should be opened as quickly as 
possible, after allocation or imports. 


Like the current year, the commercial importers and nationalised indus- 
tries would be able to open Letter of Credit directly in banks. 


New Items Allowed 
Nacca THE BKANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Jul 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Five new items have been included in the list of importables 
under the Wage Earners Scheme (WES) in the import policy for fiscal 1980-81 
announced in Dacca on Monday evening, reports BSS. 


The items are old books and periodicals, pedestal fans, main switch 
(above 30 ampheres), auto cables and water purification machines. 


While announcing the import policy, Chowdhury Tadbir Ahmed Siddiky, 
Minister of State for Commerce; said that the total imports under the 
WES in the fiscal year would be worth Taka 350 crore as against Taka 
240 crore to 250 crore of the fiscal 1979-80. 


However, the State Minister announced that the import of foreign ciga- 
rettes under WES scheme had been banned. He said higher brand foreign 
cigarettes worth Taka 4 crore were imported last year on payment of 400 
per cent import duty. He said, we feel that this amount should be spent 
in productive sectors by not spending on account of imports of cigarettes. 


While ban on the import of commodities which are banned under the current 
import policy would continue, the State Minister onnounced fresh bans on 
the import of coarse cotton fabric (markin), knitting wool, glass sheet 

of (six) millimetre thickness, kodali and locks up to 2.5 inches size dur- 
ing fiscal 1980-81. 
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However, \e said, import of woole for Manufacturing carpets for export 
and glass for looking glass manufacturers would be allowed, 


The ban on import of cotten yarn between 20 and 80 counts would continue, 
in case Of hosiery, yarn and the import of yarns between 20 and #0 
counts have been banned, Hut the handloom industries would be able to 
import 80 count yarns up to 25 per cent of their allocation, 


Mr Siddiky said, the hosiery industries would also be able to import 
yarns from 20 (0 80 counte up te 90 per cent of their entitlements, How- 
ever, y°rne of all counts could be imported under the Wage Parnera Scheme, 


The State Minister said that the import of cotton lungis, cotton sarees, 
and printed cotton fabric above % inches width would remain banned, 
Except white, blue, khaki and brown coloured drill clothe, ne other dril! 
clothe could be imported, 


The State Mir.eter also said that the minimum import price of fountain 
pen and blades had been fixed above Taka 7.50 and poisha jae published) 
20 per piece res; sctively. 


Mr Siddiky also announced that all the itema imported under the Wage 
Farnere Scheme would now be imported under the Export Performance 
Licences (XPL) scheme aleo. 


While praising the importance and contribution of the WES, the State 
Minister eaid that there was no shortage of easential commodities in the 
market owing to the continuation of quick imports under the scheme, 


He refuted allegations that luxury goods were imported under the WES 
and said that ecents and cosmetics which were available in the market 
were not allowed to be imported under the WES. He said, Bangladesh 
nations on return from abroad bring such scents and cosmetics under 
“passenger bageage” rules which they sell to the local businessmen. 


He said that the provision for taking prior permission from the Direc- 
torate of industries for import of old machinery under the Wage Farnere 
Scheme had also been repealed. The detailed notification to this effect 
would be announced soon. 


CSO: 6220 


33 





BANGLADESH 


COMMERCE MINISTER ANNOUNCES 19860 -19861 EXPORT POLICY 
Summary of Speech 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Jul 80 p 1, 12 


[Text! The Export Policy for 1980-81 envisages an export earning of Taka 
1500 crore. This target ie 4.36 per cent higher than that of the last 
year. The earnings from exports of jute and jute goods would be 64.33 
per cent of the protected earnings in 1980-81 and those from non-jute 
items 15.67 per cent. The projected earnings from exports of primary 
products at Taka 531.50 crore will be 35.43 per cent of the export target 
for 1980-8) and those from manufactured goods 64.57 per cent. 


Announcing the export policy for 1980-81 over the radio and television 
on Tuesday Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed Siddiky State Minister for Commerce 
felt that the exporters both in public and private sectors would have to 
make increasing and more bold efforts than ever before to reach the 
export target for the year. He reminded all concerned that a recession 
wae prevailing in the world markets, particularly in the economies of the 
industrialised countries for a considerable period of time. 


The State Minister noted that the Government was particularly aware of 
the need for strengthening and diversifying the export promotional activ- 
ities as well as for creating new markets for our export goods in the 
foreign countries. He noted that the National Export Council with 
President 7ia as ite Chairman had recently been formed in this connect ion 
to coordinate the export drive at the highest national level. 


Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed Siddiky observed that the export policy for 1980-81 
wae very significant for the country in view of the fact that the Second 
Five Year Plan was being launched in the year for bringing about an all 
round national development. He said that the Government would accord a 
epecial priority on removal of ever increasing trade imbalances of the 
country during the Second Five Year Plan. Highlighting the export stra- 
tegy would be to (1) ensure steady utilisation of resources for making 
the export drive a success on a priority basis (2) pursue a consistent 
set of basic objectives for the related export drive (3) materialise the 
objectives at the national level and (4) coordinate in a steady aanner the 
related measures for export promotion. 
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Underscor ng the importance of raising the exportable surplus of the 
country he said that the export earnings would have to be increased with 
all out efforts of all concerned agencies with a view to meeting the 

ever rising import bill. He pointed out in this connection that the trade 
imbalance of the country increased to Taka 1244.44 crore in 1978-79 from 
Taka 1081.02 crore in 1977-78, While expressing his satisfaction over 

the recent performance in the export trade sector he noted that the 

export earnings had registered an average increase of 25 per cent per 
annum over the last four years. 


While giving « review of the export performance in 1979-80 he stated that 
the actual export earnings during July April period of the year were Taka 
961.27 crore as against the actual export earnings of Taka 928.22 crore 
during the whole of 1978-79, He anticipated that the actual export 
earnings in 1979-80 would reach the level at slightly over Taka 1100 crore, 
He felt in this context that the export promotion drive would have to be 
mounted up further in future to enable us to meet increasingly out of our 
own foreign exchange earnings the ever rising import bill. 


The State Minister said that the Government would continue to offer 
Liberal incentives for the exporters in 1980-81. He noted that "ready- 
made garments and specialised textiles" had been selected as the export 
item of the year" with a view to facilitating the ~apid expansion and 
development of this export oriented industry. 


He pointed out that preshipment and packing credit from the banks at 
concession rates would continue for the exporters in 1980-81. The exist- 
ing facilities for rebate on different duties and refund of taxes also 
continue and further arrangements for introduction of a flat rate system 
in connection with rebate on duties and refund of taxes for all exportable 
manufactured items is being taken he added, 


BSS adds: The major item wise export earning targets are raw jute (25 
lakh bales) Taka 287 crore, jute manufactures Taka 648 crore, jute yarn 
and [word illegible) twin Taka 20 crore, frozen food group Taka 114 crore, 
[word illegible] group Taka 8 crore, shark [word illegible) and fish maws 
Taka 3 crore, spices group Taka 8.50 crore, fresh fruits and vegetables 
Taka 4 crore, tea (74 million lbs.) Taka 74 crore, tanned and semi-tanned 
leather Taka 140 crore, furnace oil and naptha Taka 60 crore, paper and 
paper products Taka 27 crore, electric wires and cables Taka 4 crore, 
handicrafts Taka 7 crore, ready made garments Taka 12 crore, household 
linens and specialised textiles Taka 5 crore, packet tea Taka 3 crore, 
stainless steel cutlery Taka 3 crore, medicines Taka 3 crore, [word ille- 
gible| plates Taka 3.50 crore, molasses Taka 1.50 crore, glycerine Taka 

1 crore, furniture Taka 1.50 crore, G. I. pipes Taka 50 lakhs, telephone 
wires Taka 4 crore, crushed bones Taka 1 crore, timber Taka 1.50 crore, 
betel leaves Taka 4 crore, potato Taka 3 crore and tobacco Taka 3 crore. 











Export Earnings Doubled 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh's export earnings have doubled during the last five 
years official figures available in Dacca indicated reports B55, 


The export earnings in fiscal 1979-80 was a little over Taka 1100 crores 
a8 againet the actual export earnings of Taka 551 69 crore in fiseal 
1975-76, 


The export earnings in fiscal yeare 1976-77, 1977-78 and 1978-79 were 
Taka 625.50 crore Taka 740.61 crore and Taka 926.22 crore respectively. 
With the gradual increase of export earnings the share of non-jute 
products hae also increased from 19.14 per cent in 1972-73 to 311.67 per 
cent in fiscal 1979-80, 


The total export earnings in the first 10 monthe of fiscal 1979-80 stood 
at 961.27 crore Taka of which jute and jute goods contributed Taka 
658.88 crores or 68.13 per cent. On the other hand the non-jute items 
fetched Taka 306.39 crore or 31.87 per cent. 


The expert performance of major commodities during the first ten months 

of 1979-80 were leather and leather products Taka 100.66 crore tea 

Taka 44.50 crore; furnace oil Taka 31.93 crore, frozen food Group Taka 
50.70 crore, naptha Taka 43.04 crore, betel leaves Taka 1.16 crore, handi- 
crafts Taka 4,11 crores, newsprint paper and paper products Groups 

Taka 14,20 crores and telephone wires Taka 1.02 crore. 


CSO: 4220 
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PRIME MINISTER CRITICIZES AWAMI LEAGUE FACTION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in Pnglish 1 Jul 80 pp i, 8 


[Text] Leader of the House Prime Minister Shah Agigur Rahman told the 
Jatiya Sangead on Monday that there was no scope for holding any interim 
elections in the country. The present government is duly elected by the 
people and will continue t« stay in power till the completion of its 
term he asserted, 


Participating in the debate on the Finance Bill, 1980 the Prime Minister 
refuted the Opposition derand for the resignation of the Government. tHe 
said, ‘we are an elected Government and we have not come through someone's 
courtesy or through conspiracy’ he told the Opposition. 





He particularly lashed out at the Awami League (Malek) members and asked 
them to disassociate themselves from the ‘politics of terroriem' and wait 
till the next election for getting the people's verdict in favour of then. 


Al. Destroy Democracy 


He accused the Awami League of destroying democracy in the past. Amidst 
protest from Awami Leagse (Malek) sembere he told the Sangesad that it was 
Awami League which imposed Martial Law in the country against the will of 
the people. He said that it was Awami League which formed the Government 
after the killing of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on Auguet 15, 1975. They re- 
mained in power till November 7, 1975, and many of them including the 
present Leader of the )pposition Mr AsadugzamanKhan were ministers at 

the time, he said. 


When Awami League (Ma\ek) members vehemently protested and tried to ob- 
struct the speech the Prime Minister said that he could prove what he 

was saying. ‘These ace bitter truth’ he said and added, ‘|! can prove that 
even Mr Asadugzaman Konan drew his salary a8 Minister till November 7, 1975." 


Referring to the demad for the trial of killing of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and four Awami League leaders inside Dacca Central Jail he eaid that it 
was the Awami Government who by an ordinance sealed the way for holding 
any trial of the killings. 


7 











A number of Awami League (Malek) members including Mr Asaduzgzaman Khan 
tried to create 4 noisy scene obstructing the proceedings, The Leader 
of the House who was visibly angry at thie obstruction told them ‘I am 
talking of history. I! will resign if can't prove what | am saying’ he 
said ‘the bitter truth may hurt you, but history speaks for itself,’ 
las published) 


Shah Agigur Rahman said that the talk of democracy on the lips of Awami 
Leaguers sounded like a farce. The people of the country knew about 

their undemocratic activities he said. In this connection he mentioned 
that the President had absolute power including that of veto during the 
time of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, The present Government had amended the 
Conetitution curtailing the right of veto power of the President, he said. 


He further mentioned that it was the Government of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
which put the country under Emergency Rule. They killed thousands of youth 
in the country during the Emergency Rule and JSD leaders including A.5.M. 
Abdur Rab and Shahjahan Siraj were put behind the bar. 


House Sovereign 


The Leader of the House referred to the contention of Opposition regarding 
the lack or sovereignty of the Jatiya Sangsad and reiterated that the 
Parliament was sovereign. He asked them to quote from the constitutions 
of France, Canada, Australia and United Kingdom and prove their point. 
Only making observations that the House was not sovereign would not do, 
he told them. He said that the Opposition had no arguments in ‘favour of 
their contentions. 


Bureaucracy 


He refuted the Opposition arguments that the Government was dependent on 
bureaucracy. For the first time in the country’s history we have taken 
steps to reorganise the colonial administration andto introduce a new 
system of administration in the country,” he said. 


Referring to the Opposition's contention of the President's staying in 
the Cantonment area the Prime Minister reiterated that the President 
was occupying the same emll apartment where he used to live when he was 
Colonel in the Armed Forces. 


He said that a large number of civilians lived in the Cantonment resi- 
dential area and someone might have special attachment for a house. He 
mentioned that late President Sheikh Majibur Rahman did not live in the 
Bangabhavan or Ganobhavan and preferred to stay in his own residence at 
Dhanmondi. He further said that Leader of the Opposition Mr Asaduzzaman 
Khan when he was a Minister during Awami League Government also stayed 


38 











in his own house and not in Government accommodation. He also ment loned 
that late Egyptian Leader Col Naser lived in his own house throughout his 
career as the President of his country. 


In this connection the Prime Minister mentioned that President Ziaur 
Rahman drew ten per cent less salary as the President of the country 
than former President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 


CSO: 4220 














BANGLADESH 


PETROLEUM MINISTER REPORTS NEW GAS FLELDS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 Jul 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Lt. Col. (Retd) Akbar Hossain, Minister for Petroleum and Mineral 
Resources on Wednesday laid the foundation of the petro-centre annexe of 
the proposed 15-storied Petro-Complex at Kawran Bazar. 


The petro-centre annexe will house the offices of the Titas Gas Transmis- 
sion and Distribution Company. All the departments and orgonisations of 
the Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources will be housed in the com- 
plex which will have a centrally air-conditioned floor area of about 
1,89,000 square feet. [as published) 


Lt Col. (Retd.) Akbar Hossain said that the decision to build the complex 
was taken to facilitate works of the Petro-Bangla, Bangladesh Petroleum 
Corporation, Bangladesh Mineral Extraction and Development Corporation, 
Geological Survey and Bureau of Mineral Resources Development. 


The Minister said that 10 gas fields have so far been discovered in the 
country. Recently gas has been found at Begumganj in Noakhaili. He said 
that works were progressing to construct 110 mile long pipe line from 
Bakhrabad Gas Field to Chittagong. The Bakhrabad field would meet the 
demands of the Chittagong, Noakhali and Comilia, he said. 


Appreciating the role of the Titas Gas in popularising the use of natural 
gas the Minister said that 1,062 miles of pipe lines had been laid and 
1,12,000 gas connections had been given so far. The company was now 
selling 9.00 crore cubic feet of gas on an average per day helping the 
nation save about 300 crore taka annually. [as published] 


Lt Col (Retd) Akbar Hossain Further said that the Government was trying 
to meet the energy needs of the northern and southern regions of the coun- 
try with the Lequefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders. [as published] 


The Minister said that bitumen plant at Chittagong will soon go into pro- 
duction turning out 70 thousand tons of bitumen of which 30 thousand tons 
could be exported after meeting the nations demands. 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT DEPORTS FORMER MARTIAL LAW OFFICIAL 
Bombuy THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Jul 80 p 16 


[Text] Dacca, July 2 (PTI): Bangladesh former deputy martial law admin- 
istrator, Air Vice-Marshal M.G. Toab, who flew to Dacca airport after 
four years of exile yesterday was forcibly sent back to Bangkok by the 
return flight of Thai international later in the evening. 


Air Marshal Toab (48), who lives in West Germany with his German wife; 
arrived at Dacca airport by a Thai plane, but immigration people could 
identify him. After detention at the airport VIP lounge for several hours 
he was deported to the return Thai flight to Bangkok as he was not a) lowed 
entry into Dacca city by the authorities. 


Air Marshal Toab was appointed chief of the Bangladesh Air Force by 

former President Khondkar Moushtaque Ahmad, following the August 15, 1975, 
military coup in which former President Sheikh Mujib was toppled and 
killed. But, after the fall of Kondkar Mushtaque in early November, 1975, 
Toab became one of the three deputy martial law administrators along with 
Ben Ziaur Rahman. After a few months in office Air Marshal Toab was 
forced to leave Bangladesh. 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT REPEATS CLAIM TO TWO ISLANDS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Jul 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bangladesh has reiterated its claim on the two islands, Purbasha 
and South Talpatti, along the border river Hariabhanga near the Sunderbans. 


A spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Tuesday said that Bangla- 
desh had enough evidences including satellite images to clearly show that 
the border river Hartabhanga flows to the west of the islands, Purbasha 
and South Talpatti and so, these two islands belong to Bangladesh. He 
said that Bangladesh had supplied the documents to the Indian Government 
about two months ago. Though the documents were clear evidences of the 
ownership of the two islands Bangladesh had proposed a joint survey with 
a view to finding an amicable settlement on the issue in the spirit of 
good neighbourly relations, he said. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman blamed the Indian Government of now trying 
to back out from its commitment for a joint survey. He said that the 
then Indian Prime Minister Mr Morarji Desai during his visit to Dacca 
agreed to Bangladesh's proposal for a joint survey on the two islands. 
From that time on Bangladesh tried to take necessary follow-up action to 
implement the agreement on joint survey, but the spokesman added, the 
Indian side had dragged its feet on the issue. 


Commenting on the recent statements in the Indian Parliament by the govern- 
ment leaders the spokesman said that such statements were not helpful. 

The answers in the Indian Parliament were to put blame on Bangladesh which 
he said was unfortunate and undesirable. 


The spokesman said that at present there was no habitation in the two 
islands. However, he added, Bangladesh Navy patrol was very alert in the 
Hariabhanga river. 


When his attention was brought to Press reports about crossing of some 
Indian nationals to Bangladesh border in view of disturbances in Assam 
and Tripura the Foreign Ministry spokesman said that the reports are yet 
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to be contirmed, He said that Bangladesh had been keeping a constant watch 
on the recent developments in the north eastern states of India and the 
border security had been tightened, 


Terming the demarcation of maritime boundary a8 4 major issue between 
Bangladesh and India he said that the issue was yet to be solved, He 

said that there had been progress in talks with Burma regarding the demar- 
cation of maritime boundary. Bangladesh, he added, wanted to demarcate 
its maritime boundary with India and Burma simultaneously. 


Referring to the 1974 agreement on demarcation of land boundary between 
Bangladesh and India he said that Dacca was ready to implement the agree- 
ment, But Delhi, he said was dragging its feet on the question of imple- 
mentation of the Mujib-Indra agreement signed between Bangladesh and 
India in June, 1974, 


About the summit of the six South Asian states the Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said that the initial response to this proposal was encouraging. He, 
however added that no formal communication was received from other capitals 
in response to President Ziaur Rahman's personal letter to other head of 
the states for the summit. 
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BANGLADESH 


OPPOSITION LEADER TERMS FINANCE BILL 'ANTIPEOPLE' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] Leader of the Opposition Mr Asaduzzaman Khan described the 
Finance Bill 1980, as anti-people and contrary to the national interests. 


Participating in the discussion on the bill during its third reading at 
the Jatiya Sangsad on Monday, Mr Khan said that distress of the commonman 
due to economic hardship would be multiplied by the new fiscal measures. 


He said that new taxes amounting to Taka 100 crore and 44 lakhs would > 
destroy the poor. He said that tax measures had been designed to elim- 
inate the poor under the pressure of the instrument of oppression and 
exploitation unleashed by the government on them. 


Launching a blitzkrieg on the economic policy of the Government, the 
Leader of the Opposition said that the Finance Bill, 1980 reflected the 
policy of exploitation of the masses in the style of Ayub regime. The 
policy of exploitation was being persued by the government since the 
political change-over in 1975, he said. [as published| He accused the 
Government of creating an “exploiting class.” 


Mr Asaduzzaman Khan observed that benefits of tax exemption would not be 
enjoyed by the poor. Rather, he said, the richer section of the society 
would reap the benefit out of these measures, he said. 


He said that the burden of sales tax would increase the miseries of the 
people. He expressed the apprehension that the powers of arrest and 
seizing property vested with the excise official would be misused to the 
plight of the people. 
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BANGLADESH 


SEOOND FIVE-YEAR PLAN POWBR OBJECTIVES REVIEWED 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 Jul 80 pp 8, 9 


[Text] It is a recognised fact all over the world that power determines 
the development of a country. In other words it can safely be called 
an index of progress. Still more, power to development is what fire is 
to civilization. The per capita consumption of power in the industrial- 
ized countries today stands at several thousand KWH as against only 1/ 
KWH in our country. (Over 9000 KWH in the USA). 


The history of electricity in Bangladesh goes back to 1947 when generat- 
ing capacity was only 21M W. This capacity rose to only 88M. W. in 

13 years to meet the demand of 42 M.W. Obcourse during the next ten 
years the generating capacity rose to 475 M.W. to meet the instant de- 
mand of 223 M.W. in 1970, the average growth rate of demand showing 15%. 
[as published] Although the figures in the generation sector showed a 
jump, the distribution position was not steady and the service to con- 
sumers was unsatisfactory. Even in this meagre generation and erratic 
supply there was in-built imbalances. These imbalances can be attributed 
to a number of causes including excessive dependence on foreign assis- 
tance problems in timely procurement of equipment and materials, wrong 
planning, shortage of skilled personnel, lack of preper maintenance. 


These imbalances were atmost chronic between generation and distribution 
capacities as well as unbalanced regional development. Over and above, 
the system suffered widespread destruction during the war of liberation 
in 1971. 


With a view to removing imbalances and improving generation and distri- 
bution system some specific measures were taken during the Ist Five- 
year plan (1973-78). The plan allocated Tk. 423.55 crore to the power 
sector, 11.30% of the total public sector programme. (1) to remove 
regional imbalances in power distribution facilities. (2) To remove 
inbalance in generation and distribution facilities by building up ade- 
quate distribution facilities in urban and rural areas (3) to integrade 
the power transmission and distribution system into gride (4) to im- 
prove the quality of service and (5) to undertake effective rural 
electricity programme primarily to provide power to irrigation pumps and 
tube-wells, small and cottage industries, etc. [as published] 
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However, because of high rate of inflation and recession in the donor 
countries Bangladesh did not get the expected assistance. The genera- 
tion of domestic resources also fell short of projection. The situation 
called for review of the plan projection and strategy leading to the form- 
ulation of a hard-core programme for the last three years of the plan. 


Although the Resource position improved and the annual flow of fund main- 
tained at higher level than the previous years, the total release was 
still below expectation. The total actual expenditure at current prices 
was Tk. 374.65 crore as against the original allocation of 423.85 crore. 


The physical achievement fell far behind the targets in almost all sectors 
during the plan period. The power sector was allocated Tk. 295.54 crore 
under the 2-Year Plan (1978-80) with the objective of clearing up the 
backing and consolidating the gains of the lst-Five Year Plan. While 
historically power sector received 14% of the total development outlay 

in the public sector, 2-Year Plan allocation to the sector was down to 

9”. This allocation was found to be quite inadequate owing to the urgent 
necessity for clearing up the huge outstanding liabilities of Tk. 45 
crore, increased disbursement of project aid, payment of debt service 

from ADP, increased establishment and overhead charge. 


Second Plan 


In the background of the lst-Five-Year Plan, hard core programme and the 
2-Year Plan the Government have formulated the Second-Five Year Plan mak- 
ing an allocation of Tk. 2,000 crore for the power sector, which still 
suffering from some deficiencies. [as published) Of this total allo- 
cation the share of PDB is Tk. 1440 crore--Tk 677 crore for generation 
subsector, Tk. 271 crore for transmission subsector and Tk. 292 crore 

for distribution subsector. The allocation represents a little but over 
6% of the total public sector outlay as compared to 9% in the 2-Year Plan 
and 14% in the lst Five-Year Plan. [as published] 


Objective of che 2nd Five Year Plan 


The 2nd-Five Year Plan for the power sector has the goal to overcome the 
crippling problems besides increasing the system capacity so that supply 
of electricity no more remain a constraint to economic growth of the 
country. [as published] The following objectives are proposed for the 
sector keeping this goal in mind. 


(1) To expand generation and distribution of electricity in order to 
accelerate economic and social development. 


(2) To reduce the use of imported fuels as far as economically justified, 
and technically feasible. 





(}) To feduce inter regional imbalance in per capita consumption of elec- 
tricity as well as that between the rural and urban areas; 


(4) To accelerate rural electrification programme to promote rural devel- 
opment and to improve the quality of life in the rural areas; 


(5) To improve the quality of supply and services, particularly te ensure 
reliable supply to the productive sectore of the economy, 


(6) To reduce system losses, pilferage of electricity, wastage and mis- 
appropriation of resources, 


Strategies 


(1) The whole country will be connected into 4 single power erid, except 
for the offshore island and where the terrain is difficult. This would 
reduce the overall generation cost by reducing reserve capacity and 
allowing the use of larger sized unite, and would aleo improve the relia- 
bility of supply. The eastern zone is already much advanced in the process 
of integrational the programme for 2nd Pian will complete the process al) 
over the country. [as published) As more and more areas will be connected 
to the gride, emall scale power generation in these areas will be replaced 
by supply from larger and efficient power stations. 


(2) Consumption of electricity is now concentrated in large cities, though 
the networks have already been expanded to about three fourth of the total! 
number of them the structure of the networks has disproportionately large 
share of sub-tranemission (33 KV) lines. [as published) The expansion 
strategy should therefore be to accelerate construction of [word illegi- 
ble] voltage lines (11 KV and 400 230 Volt) and connection of consumers 

80 as to fully utilize the existing transmission and sub-t ransmission 


capacity. 


(3) Proportion of distribution facilities in the west Zone will enhanced 
in order to increase the number of consumers and per capita electricity 
consumption in that region. [as published] 


(4) To improve reliability of supply, the engineering and material 
deficiencies of the distribution networks will be removed. Among the 
engineering steps are: the balancing of phases sectionalizing of long 
lines, use of equipment and parts of proper specification, coordination 
of relays, etc. On the materials side chronic deficiencies of protec- 
tive, and controlling equipments should be put to an end. Better opera- 
tion and preventive maintenance practices as opposed to breakdown main- 
tenance should be introduced. This will require better skill as well as 
spare parts and equipment. SBesides, adequate reserve generation capa- 
city and alternate transmission and distribution facilities are also 
required for preventive maintenance. 
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(5) In ofdet to ensure greater supply reliability for industries sector, 
steps will be taken to provide double supply routes to important indus- 
tries, 


(6) Te reduce enereay losses due to technical reasons, such a8 excessive 
resistance, overloading, low power factor and phase imbalance proper 
indentification of losses at various stages will be done by installing 
and repairing meters. [as published) Detailed action programme will 
then be formulated on the basis of the findings. A significant part 

of the consumption of electricity is believed to go unbilled either for 
metering deficiencies of malpractice, or both. The remedial measures 
called for in thie respect are mainly administrative. Specifications 
should inelude: 


(@) Periodic checking of meters by special squads; 


‘b) Mle disciplinary action leading to deterent punishment for cor- 
rupt employees; jae pubi ished! 


(ce) continuous change of veat areas of the mt@readers; [ae published! 


(4) incentive payment to anybody for infomation leading to successful 
detertion of pilferage; and [as published] 


(e) quick dispoeal of electricity pilferage cases by special magistrates. 


(7) The power sector organisation should be re-structured at the same 
Lime, better organisation policies should be introduced and adequate 
training should be provided at various levels to motivate and enable the 
individuale to work more efficiently. [as published] 


Load Demand: 


It is estimated that with the resources available for the power sector 
4 saximum demand of 1035 M. V. can be met at the end of the Plan period. 
This projection would allow growth of consumption at the rate of 16%. 
Consumption will grow at the rate of | !° of households in 23000 villages 
(35% of the country's total) will be connected to electricity by the RFS. 


According to the projection, the number of urban consumers will from cur- 
rent 450,000 to 725,000 and the number of rural consumers will be about 
i4 lakhs. The total number of irrigation pumps operating on electricity 
will be 31,000 compared to the present number of about 3,000. A number 
of electricity-un rural industries will be 8,000. [as published] 


It is estimated that in 1984-85, the zone-viee share of peak demand in 
BPDB serviced areas will be 2/3 for east and 1/3 for west. [as published) 





The present proportions are 3/4 and 1/4 respectively. Peak demand of! 
BPDB loads in the East and Weat Zones will thus be 550 MW, and 275 
respectively, The change in share in favour of the west zone will follow 
from stepping up development activities there, 


The total rural peak demand in 1984-85 will be 113 MW in the east zone 
and 97 MW in the west zone. Total peak demand of BPDB and REB in east 
and west zones will be 663 My and 372 respectively in 1984-85. This 
implies 13% growth rate in east zone, 24% in west zone and 167 for the 
whole country. Beyond 1944-85 a uniform growth rate of 12% for both 
zones has been projected up to 1989-90, 


Investment Programme 


The programme of generation subsector has been made in accordance with 

the projection of demand. In the first year of the plan a number of 
existing power stations will be rehabilitated thereby adding 122 2 MW to 
the available capacity of the system. [as published| Besides five 

plants already under construction will contribute another 278 6 MW during 
the plan period. Further 375 MW will be added by four new power stations 
to be taken up and commissioned during the Plan period. These new stations 
will be (1) 25 MW Barisal Barge-Mounted Power Plant, (ii) 200 MW extension 
of Ashugani Power Station, (ifi) 100 MW extension Ghorasal Power Station 
(iv) 50 MW extension of Bheramara Power Station. The generation programme 
includes six other new plants which will be taken up during the Plan 
period, But commissioned later on, namely, (i) the second 100 MW unit at 
Ghorasal, (ii) LOO MW extension of Kaptai Hydro Power Station, (iii) a new 
100 MW plant in the west zone, (iv) 125 Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, (v) 

a 100 MW station in Chittagong and (vi) another 100 MV unit either at 
Ghorasal or Ashugani. 


Transmission: 


The existing 132 KV network covers all districts of the country except 
Tangail, Faridpur, Barisal and Patuakhali. Strategically it will be 
economic and efficient to bring these remaining districts within the 132 
KV grid system as it will increase reliability of supply to these areas 
and reduce the overall cost of generation. A line from Khulna to Barisal! 
is now under construction and will be energized in September 1980. Two 
other projects to extend 132 KV network from (i) Tongi to Tangail, 

(45 miles) and (ii) from Bheramara to Barisal via Faridpur (150 miles) 
are already approved and will be completed under the 2nd Plan. A new 
project to connect (1) Joypurhat with Barisal (30 miles) is included in 
the Plan Two other lines of great importance will be built to connect 
(4) Joypurhat with Bogra and (ii) Shahjadpur with Ishurdi to facilitate 
power supply to the limestone mining/cement factory projects and the 
Pabna irrigation project respectively. [as published] 
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The existing 132 KV Lines are generally underloaded., Therefore, augmen- 
tation of their capacities will net be necessary during the 2nd plan 
period except for the 2nd circuit on Lehurdi Saidpur Lines, Towards the 
end of the Plan period a second Line between Kaptai Hydro-Power Station 
and the Chittagong City will be taken up eo that it ia completed during 
the jrd plan period, 


In the 230 KV syatem, in addition to the completion of the Tongi Iehurdi 
line including the Jamuna River-Crossing, an extension from Ghorasal to 
Ashugan} is included in this Plan. This extension will enable despatch 
of power to weat zone from Ashugan{ Power Station in case of failure or 
limitation of the Ghorasal Station. To meet the increasing demand of 
west zone, the interconnector capacity will be augmented from 132 KV to 
230 KV by 1986-87. However, the work will etart during the plan period 
for which provision has been made. 
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WANG LADESH 


PROBLEMS OF POPLLATION GROWTH ANALYZED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Jun 80 pp 5, 6 
[Article by N. ''. Parook] 


[Text] Unless judicious plans and programmes are worked out and faith- 
fully executed che population problem we are facing will continue to 
remain there. /*hatever developmental programmes are undertaken will be 
neutralized under the growing pressure of population. If development and 
population policy are not balanced the growing pressure of population will 
outweigh the developmental programmes. Without effective population 
programme to be carried out with all seriousness we cannot make 4 break- 
through in our bid to develop the society qualitatively. This calle for 
intensifying the family planning campaign aiong with developmental pro- 
grammes. Any cevelopmental plan undertaken will be countervailing if it 
does not take nto consideration the population problem with all serious- 
ness. Expansion of new human settlement is forcing Bangladesh to lose 
about 28 per cent of her cultivable land in every decade worsening the 
chronic food peoblem. All our economic efforts for development are eaten 
up by the ever-increasing population. In the coming decade if the rate 
of population ztrowth is not brought down within a reasonable limit we will 
not have sufficient arable land to cultivate to meet our increasing 
demands for food grains industries, energy, etc. It goes without saying 
that a country like ours with a given geographical limit can support 

only a limited population. The economic welfare and economic develop- 
ment of a country is profoundly affected by the size and composition of 
the population. The magnitude of the problem can be understood when one 
considers the pressure of such a big and growing population on so small 
an area--55 thousand square miles. The optimum population Sangladesh 

can sustain is said to be only 20 million. Therefore, the economic growth 
of a country vill remain dependent upon the population in proporcion to 
its natural resources. 


United Kingdor, population wise, is growing at a rate of 0.6 per cent and 
her populatior will be double in 117 years, while those of Belgium, 
Luxemburg and East Germany at the rate of 0.1 percent doubling in 700 
years. China having a population of one thousand million is a country 
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possessing 4 quarter of mankind, Though China seems to be an overpopulated 
country the fact is that the density of population there isa much less 
compared with the density of population per square mile of other densely 
populated countries specially Bangladesh, The density of population of 
China is 2/0 per square mile whereas that of Bangladesh ia above 1600, 
China is now keen to keep her population within areasonable size, The 
concept of one child family in China is gaining momentum. Officially the 
slogan is, ‘One ia fine, two is more than adequate, ' 


The fast growing rate of population has resulted in the fact that a 
significant number of our total population is below the adult age group. 
in Bangladesh nearly half of the total population is under 15 years of 
age. Thus 48 percent of the population belong under the adult age group 
and are not connected with any productive sector. They are dependent on 
their parents. Another serious consequence of the social structure of 
Bangladesh is that it does aot encourage female participation in the 
economic activities outeide home, One of the main problems of socio- 
economic development of our country has resulted from its unbalanced age 
structure and the excess of dependent population. Female activity rate 
as recorded in 1961 census was 11 per cent, one of the lowest in the 
world. In Bangladesh, the density of population demonstrates tremendous 
pressure on the existing land and resources, 


Land Ratio: Total land available is 352.8 lakh acres, of which 20.52 
lakh acres consist of reverine land. Out of this land area, total land 
under cultivation in 1974 was 20,560,000 acres. About 5.4 million acres 
are covered with forest and about 6.5 million acres remain uncultivated. 
Fach year due to population increase our arable land area diminishes. 
Total shrinkage of cultivated land in the last 13 years comes to 730073 
acres, 


Food Production 


We produce yearly one crore 17 lakh tones of foodgrains. This falls 

short of total requirement of foodgrains to 28 lakh tons annually. The 
1974-75 survey shows that there had been a 2 percent increase in food 
production in the country. This is a healthy sign no doubt but as com- 
pared to our need of fast growing population this is not sufficient. With 
3} percent yearly increase in population and the consequent shrinkage in 
arable land this foodgrain deficit will go on increasing unless effective 
measures are taken to check the population growth. A dynamic and revolu- 
tionary measures has become overdue @ solve the population problem of our 
country. 


True that people are taking the family planning methods in an increasing 
manner but to reach the target of population growth rate it is necessary 
to prevent 1.5 million births by the end of 1980. The following measures 
if taken with sincerity and with all seriousness may be of great help in 
controlling our fast growing population. 








(1) Mase Education=--Due to lack of education and superstition people 
are ignorant of the necessity of population control. There should be 
an introduction of compulsory mass education at all levels with special 
stress on female education and family planning which can do away with 
all the bars that stand in the way of population control. 


(2) There should be a compulsory subject on family planning and popu- 
lation contro! starting from class nine to the highest level of educa- 
tion stressing importance of practical field work. 


(3) Promotion of the employees working for family planning and popula- 
tion control should be based purely on their successes in the field 
work and not merely on the basis of seniority. 


(4) Participation of Student: Since a large number of our educated 
people comprise the students they can play a vital role in population 
control. The success of population control demands a high degree of 
motivational work. During vacations the students can play a dynamic 

role in motivating the people in their respective areas. During vaca- 
tions students coming from villages to cities and towns go back to their 
respective villages. They can be inspired to play a role in motivational 
work of the uneducated couples who are ignorant of the necessity of con- 
trol of births by giving them some sorts of remuneration on their indi- 
vidual success. 


(5) The government should give stress on late marriage by raising the 
age of marriage for the male to 25 years and for the female 20 years and 
extend facilities to those taking sterilization and ligation. 

(6) Stopping polygamy through legislation. 


(7) Marriage licence system should be introduced through legislation. 
All bridegroom must obtain Licences before getting married. 


(8) Restriction of government benefit after 2 children per couple. 
(9) Restriction on issuing ration cards after 2 issues per couple. 
(10) Fuli pay pension for issueless couples. 


(ll) The present campaign of population planning should further be 
stepped up with necessary inputs available to them on their asking. 


(12) Creation of increasing recreational facilities outside home for 
the husbands may be one of the effective measures for population control. 











BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNIST LEADER'S WIFE--Mrs Anima Singh, Organising Secretary of Bangla- 
desh Krishak Samity and wife of Mr Moni Singh, Chief of the Communist Party 
of Bangladesh died of her wounds at the Holy Family Hospital at 8-05 a.m. 
on Tuesday. She was 54. Mrs Anima Singh was critically injured in a road 
accident on June 29. On receipt of the news, a large number of leaders 
belonging to various political parties peasant leaders and social workers 
visited the hospital and the CPB office to pay their respect to the 
departed soul. The leaders included Prof Muzaffar Ahmed, President, Ban- 
gladesh National Awami Party (M), Syed Altaf Hussain, President, Jatiya 
Ekota Party, Mr Suranjit Sengupta, MP, Awami League (Malek) leaders 

Mr Abdul Malek Ukil, Mr Abdur Razzak, Mrs Sajeda Chowdhury, Mrs Motia 
Chowdhury, and Mr Sudhansu Sekhar Halder, MP, Mr Rashed Khan Menon, MP, 
Chowdhury Harun-arRashid, President, NAP (Harun) and Mr Baider Akbar Khan. 
[Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 2 Jul 80 p 1) 


KA21 AKRAM RELEASED--Former President of Bangladesh Chhaitra Union Kazi 
Akram Hossain was released from Dacca Central Jail on Tuesday according 

to a Press release of the BCU. [Text] [Dacca BANGLADESH TIMES in English 
2 Jul 80 p 12) 


AWAMI LEAGUE EXPELLEE--The central committee of the Bangladesh Krishak 
League peasants wing of the Awami League (Malek) in its meeting on Wednes- 
day expelled Mr Badal Rashid member of the central committee of the organ- 
isation on charges of violation of party discipline. The meeting was 
presided over by Mr Mohiuddin Ahmed MP president of the organisation says 
a Press release. [Text] [Dacca THE OBSERVER in English 3 Jul 80 p 12) 
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BHUTAN 


TIBETAN REFUGEES IN BHUTAN 


NEW HOPE SEEN FOR 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 


Refugees Have New Hope"! 


» Singh: 


[Article by A. 
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19/8 by tl ret ugecn — rlima KA nutanens itizenahip despite 
repeated inaiatence by ¢t! shutaness ernment | do 

As a4 result of thia refuaal the ines vernment imposed turther re 
etrictions on thy wees, Movements äJ ipbe@lana outside thetr 
settlements were forbidden: @iractivitt ted, tthetan children 
Studying in Darjeeling ar po Nn ere either prevented fr coming 
home or from goin ick to their schoo! ister the holidays were over 

and #0 on, 

As the reat the Liner Rtew harens » the world Press tocuased 
on the isste, Pec | " ie yf 179 resolution of the Roval 
Bhutanes: | (RBA) wh ex ead the Bhutanese Lovernment to deport 
those refugeexn to C} X ibe refuse | iccept Bhutanese citizen- 
ship. It wi illeged in RBA's regsolut mat Tibeta were trying to 
“ereate a bet hutan’ 

At a press confers ew De etore Mr ndhi’s return to power) 
the Bhutanese King d: it thal J ibetans havi reated in internal 
threat’ for Bhutan and that “Bhutan cannot afford to take a risk and 
create a iibetan state within Bhutan.” hh utanese Government 's 
desire to evict the Tibetan refug id 1 tem from political reasons. 
For centuries ¢ ibeta thers, minated Himalayan trade 
and ipparently this had « ked lerabii tipath immong the local 
population against the re 

The second reas: te r ri y ls r the ur distinct sects 
of Mahayana Buddhi pra b theta ind Bhutanese. While the 
refugees belong to th elugga sect, with Dalai Lama as the supreme head, 
the Bhutanese belong to the Karguipa sect. yr whom the Dalai Lama is 

On an equal footing with the king of Bhutan. 

As things stand, the Bhutanes vernment has now reversed its earlier 
Stand to deport the refugees to Chiness cupied Tibet ostensibly due to 
pressure exerted on the ne Amnesty international and the United 
Nations Commission for Re er a in truth it is Mrs Gandhi's return 
which has clinched the j ie ivour the refugees. Reason: without 
massive financial and material aid fror iddia, the biggest aid-giver to 
the kingdom, the Bhutanese econo wo crippled. 

What is the future of the refugees Ma t it them in Bhutan want to 
shift to India, and are waiting for vernment [rm 's decision to let 
them cross over. “There is more calm there (Bhutan) now." savs the 44- 
year-old Dalai-Lama. But actual we have no ntact. he Bhutanese 
Government does not allow my peo; to go there Sut they have given up 
the plans to send out (to Tibet) the Tibetan refugees." 








But reports from Thimpu are disturbing the refugees deprived of their 
means of livelihood are alleged to be starving. And there are no signs 
that financial or material aid is on its way to save them, Keeping this 
in view the Dalai Lama says, "I am hoping that India will allow refugees 
unwanted in Bhutan to come here." [as published] 


Inquiries in New Delhi reveal that the matter of Tibetan refugees in 
Bhutan is engaging Government of India's attention. "We are taking a 
humanitarian view of the problem," says a cautious Indian official. 
"We may allow them (refugees in Bhutan) here so long as the number is 
manageable,” 


The Janata Government had refused the entry of Tibetan refugees from 
Bhutan on the ground that it already had some out of the nearly 80,000 
Tibetan refugees yet to settle, so there could be no question of taking 
any more. But Mrs Gandhi has reversed the stand and kept her word with 
the refugees. 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 


HLAING, LRRAWADDY FLOODS--Between 24 August and 1 September, steadily 
rising tide waters from the Hlaing River worsened by recent continuous 
rainfall have flooded over 16,000 acres of cultivated paddyfields and 
262 acres of nursery paddy plantations in 43 village tracts of Taikkyi 
township, Rangoon division. Meanwhile, heavy rainfall in Tavoy since 
22 August has inundated 3,196 acres out of the total cultivated acreage 
of 3,932 in three village tracts. [Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 2 Sep 80 BK] As a result of high tides in the Hlaing River, 
over 20,000 acres of cultivated farms and 309 acres of nursery planta- 
tions in 43 village tracts of Tantabin township have been flooded. 

The bursting of Hlezeik-Tabawchaung dike has also resulted in further 
inundation of over 10,000 acres of cultivated farms in 12 village tracts. 
[Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 4 Sep 80 BK] In Monyo 
township, the erosion of the banks of the Irrawaddy River have prompted 
the complete evacuation and dismantlement of houses in three wards out 
of the five wards in the town. The dismantlement of houses are also 
continuing in the two remaining wards. The incident has left 1,663 
families--8,328 people--homeless. [Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 4 Sep 80 BK] 
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New Delhi 


TOT in English 3 Jul 80 


OR import of sophisticated 
macnmery and technology, 
India has to look “more and more” 
to socialist countries, Union Min- 
ister of Commerce, Steel and 
Vines Pranab Mukherjee said on 
W ednesday. 

Inaugurating a rousid table 
meet on Indo-Polish cooperation 
on the occasion of Polish Natio- 
nal Liberation Day, Mr Mukher- 
jee said, “In view of the increas- 
ing tendency of protectionism in 
‘he developed market economies 
and rapid growth realised in the 
socialist countries, particularly 
Poland, India naturally tas to 
look more and more to these 
countries for import of sophisti- 
cated machinery and technology 
and outlets for its non-traditio 
nel exports.” 

During the recent years with 
the sharp hike in petrol and oil 
prices and massive energy crisis, 
{ndia had been facing increasing- 
ly large external trade deficits 
and shortages of foreign ex- 
change required for its develop 
ment. In such a situation, Po- 
land, with its wide industrial 
base. can considerably help India 
in further strengthening and 
diversifving the industrial struc- 
ture and nromoting quick econo- 
mic growth. Mr Mukherjee ob- 
served. 


He said that there was const- 
derable scone for further exvan- 


COMMERCE MI’... “ER YPENS ILNDO=POLISH ROUNDTABLE 


p 10 


sion in develoning cooperation 
between the two countrmes parti- 
cularly in the flelds of power, 
mining, shinbuilding and non- 
ferrous meta! 

Former Foreign Secretary TN 
Kaul said that in the new world 
situation, India should ao for 
hilateral trade relations with 
countries like Polard instead of 
going to the big nowers, Refer. 
ring to the role nlayed by India 
and Poland in the international 
commission on Vietnam, Mr Kaul 
said thet strengthening of rela. 
‘ions with countries like Poland 
was essential not only from eco. 
nomic point of view but also 
from that of strengthening forces 
of neaco against the forces of 
war 

Polish Ambassador Jan Cranla 
emphasised that Indian Ocean 
must be preserved as a zone of 
peace, while tracing the inter. 
naional issues on which both 
Poland and India tad identical 
views. 

He expressed satisfaction over 
the Indo-Polish relations aot 
only in economic field but also 
in various other areas of lifé and 
hoped such relations would grow 
over the years. 

Among other articipants at 
the meet. were ustice V R 
Krishna Iyer, Minister of State 
for Agriculture Swaminathan and 
CPI(M) member of Parliamen: 
Harkishen Singh Surijeet. 
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pnase out tne Gnat oghter t had been rendered Obso- 
late ~— 6 A*« . ink scold * 7 
A 2 i May 8 rence ePny rn nent. tne Viin ster ft si ite 


for Defence, Mr C. P. N. Singh, toid Mr M. P. Saveed, Mr 
Gulam Rasool Kochak and Mr Madhav Rao Scindia in the 
Lok Sabha today, report PTI and UNI 


We Singh said the Gnat had prov its GNP or efence wi 1976, 1977 
ed itselr effective machine dur 4 i978. In these three ‘, Paw 
lg ¢ar ars between India and d pent 55% ) an 
Pak Tec‘iveness of 1 5.7% of its GNP on defence. [n 
aircraft lependent on the ope r India scent only J.l"% 
rationa r nent in which it !' 78, 3.4% in 1977 1 3.2% in 
func ed Yhile the tat 1 418 
highly effective in the 608 and ea: MIG Aircraft: Mr Singh told Wr 
7%s. it was obsolete sday’s vir Vasant Aumar Panait thai MUG alt 
defence environment. He sald ft ere being manufactured in 
ternative d been found for — dia yrious phases under :ol 
placing the Aghter aircraft aboratior rraugéements ith tne 

The Minister reviled in the nega. ‘Naigenous content in tne ane 
tive when. asked the decision to PHase Deing (0%, Of fF tal cost 
shase out the Gnat had been taken ff the manufacture c® the aircraft. 
to see whether the Jaguers recentiy fe said the manufacture of otner 
acquired were 4 ficient replace ‘ Jerer aircraft is also bdDeing 
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INDIA 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY CIRCULATES 1979-1980 REPORT 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in FPnaglish 46 Jul 60 p 7 


[Text| New Delhi, July 3.<<Inddia would endeavour to carry further the 
dialogue with Pakistan for an all-round improvement in bilateral relations 
as provided for in the Simla agreement, reporte PTI. 


This has been stated in the report of the External Affaire Miniatry for 
1979-80 circulated among MP's. 


The report recalls that the talks were initiaces in January when the 
Foreign Secretary, Mr R. D. Sathe, visited Islamabad. 


“India is not insensitive to Pakistan's concern over the developments 
in the region,” it save. 


However, the report says that the moves by China, the USA and others to 
help Pakistan acquire more arms run the risk of converting the subcont i- 
nent into a threatre of great Power confrontation as well as threatening 
the security of India. 


The report expresses India's view, “based on the unfortunate experiences 
of the past,” that induction of arms into Pakistan has the potential of 
hampering the process of normalization. 


On the international situation, the report says that it is characterized 
by a steady growth of military etrength of powerful States, beyond their 
borders, in pursuit of their interests. 


it points to attempts at acquisition of military and naval bases and facil- 


ities, and mentions the increased great Power naval presence, particularly 
of the USA in the Indian Ocean. 
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INDLA 


SLXTH FLVE-YEAR PLAN DRAFT TO BE READY BY DECEMBER 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Jul 80 pp l, 7 


text 


E policy frame of the new 
Sitth Five Year Plan, which 





s under now, will CONSENS US 
be ready next month. The members of the Commis 
A meeting of the National sion have aiready begun a dia 
Development Council is also be- logue with various sections of 
ing called towards the end of > pee cee 6 view te ove 
August to the draft ing a ae i on 
policy frame. Once this is dane, the Plan objectives some 
‘be cing Commission soure talks have been held with vart- 
es believe that it could go ahead ous chambers of commerce. those 
in full speed to the with the trade unions, poll re- 
work on the Sixth draft presentatives of the political 
so thet it could be placed i. parvies sod cconemists G80 692 
8 or final cialists begin toon 
preval by the end of — - 





While the plan frame wants to give a balanced priority to all major sec- 
tors like agriculture heavy industry and small industry, unlike Mr Charan 
Singh they do not see any contradiction between these sectors. The policy 
frame will show their functions were mutually complementary, Conmission 
member Mohammed Fazal said. 


The policy frame will also lay ample stress on an all-out move to educate 
the people on controlling pepulation. The task will be pursued in an 
imaginative way. 


Another important feature of the new Plan will be the provision tor advanced 
Slannine for the first few vears of the next Plan. Accordingiv, by the 
fourth vear of the Sixth Plan many of the important schemes of the Seventh 
plan would be made ready. This will help avert last-minute haste in the 
DSreparation of the Plan schemes. 


Shavan is working on a “shelf-proiect concept according ¢t 
whic! larzce number of important development schemes in various sectors 
would be made ready for implementatior at any time. Such schemes wii. be 
selected after due care and would be ready several vears ahead. 


$0: 422¢ 63 





CPI(M) ATTITUDE TOWARD SOVIETS, PRC REPORTED 
Calcutta THE ATESMAN in English 3 Jul 80 pp l, 
Text HE establishment of 4 party 
to ty relationship between eribed the CPIM) as “neo-revi- 
the Phy and the Chinese Com vionist 
munist Party is likely Thu would In recent months exchanges 
that China would, recognise —2 the two parties have 
mean tha ”" 
the (PIM) as the truly represen. = again. However CPIM) lew 
tative Communist Party in India. ere maintain that they still have 
The curre: it “thaw” in the rela 4 number of _teservations about 
Honship between the two part the Chinese Communist Party. 
has come after a lévear bre For instance the CPIM) does 
From 1964. when the Chinese laun- a with the Chinese con 
“hed their Cultura! Revolution the ention that the Soviet Union is 
contact between the two parties 5 “social imperialist’ country. 
had snapped The Chinese had sup Nor does it approve of the Chinese 
corted the Naxalites and had dee action in supporting the Chilean 
and Pakistani régimes The CPI M) 
had also criticized the Chinese invasion of Vietnam. Despite these 
differences, the CPI(™) aders do not see why fraternal relations between 
the two parties could not exist. However, they feel that the initiativ 
for this should come from the Chinese party since it had been the first 
to break off the relationship. 
The CPT(M), on the contrarv, had always recognized the Chinese Communist 
Party as truly representative of the Chinese working class even at a time 
when it had criticized the “ultra Left’ mistakes committed by the Chinese 
party. Among these stakes’ was the elevation of Lin Biao as heir- 
apparent to Mao Zedong and the denunciation of Liu Shaoqi. The CPI(™ 
leaders now savy that the Chinese themselves admit these mistakes. 
[t is difficult to sav to what extent the new relationship with China 
would affect the CPI(M)'s stance of “equidistance” from the two Communist 
giants. In the last plenum, the CPI(M) had described the Soviet Communis 
Party as ‘revisionist’ and the Chinese as “Left adventurist.” It still 
refers to the Soviet party as ‘revisionist, but has stopped calling the 
Chinese "Left adventurists."” In the CPI(M)'s view, “Left adventurism” was 
a hallmark of Maoist China and not of the present regime. The party sup- 
ports the gradual modernization initiated by the present regime which is 
completely different from the Maoist concept of a “great leap forward.” 
A close relationship between the CPI(M) and the Chinese party is boun 
© affect the former's ties with the CPI, which recently improved for 
the rirst time since the undivided Communist party split in 1964 
CSO: 4220 ad 





INDIA 


CPL LEADER: NO CHANGE IN POLICY AFTER SANJAY'S DEATH 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Jul 80 p 3 


{Text} The CPI leader, Mr Biswanath Mukherjee, said in Calcutta on Thurs- 
day that there would be no change in his party's attitude towards the Con- 
gress (I) following Sanjay Gandhi's death. He said the CPI made no 
distinction between Sanjay and his mother. In fact, this had been made 
clear by Mrs Gandhi herself when she had pointed out that an attack on 

her son was an attack on her. She made the remark after the CPI had sub- 
mitted a memorandum against Sanjay Gandhi to the Prime Minister during the 
Emergency. 


Mr Mukherjee said there had been no change in the CPI's policy adopted at 
the Bhatinds Congress which stated that the party would unite Left and 
democratic forces so that they could replace the Government of the bour- 
geoisie led by Mrs Gandhi. He said that on certain specific points, the 
CPL might support Mrs Gandhi just as the CPI(M) had been doing on the Assam 
issue. But the party's “overall policy” was to oppose her. This was the 
difference between the official party line and the policy of the followers 
of Mr Dange who wanted the party to continue to support Mrs Gandhi as it 
had done between 1971 and 1977. 


He said the CPI would welcome a pro-Soviet stance in foreign affairs by 

Mrs Gandhi because it would strengthen the anti-imperialist camp. But in 
internal affairs, the party was sure that she would follow the capitalist 
path which in the last 30 years had not solved any problem in the country. 
Mr Mukherjee said that no Indian Government had been able to do without 
Soviet assistance. Mr Morarji Desai who had made anti-Russian remarks when 
in the Opposition, had no qualms in visiting the Soviet Union after becom- 
ing Prime Minister. 


The CPI leader felt that the CPI(M) would be making a mistake if it moved 
closer to the Chinese Communist Party. He alleged that China and the USA 
were behind the so-called “liberation movements” in north-east India. An 
underground Communist Party had been set up in Nagaland whose cadres had 
been trained in China. The movement in Manipur was being led by Mr 
Bisheswar Singh who had spent more than a year in China. 
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INDIA 


CPM CENTRAL COMMITTEE COMMUNIQUE REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Jul 80 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The central committee of the CPI-M has welcomed the initiative 
taken by the Karmal Government for a political solution. ° 


In a communique issued after a four-days session, it has appreciated 
that even while the US is doing everything to intensify hostile activ- 
ities against Afghanistan the Soviet Union has made a partial withdrawal! 
of its troops and armour. 


This positive step should facilitate a political solution, the central 
committee said. It expressed the hope that the countries of the region 
would engage themselves in serious and sincere efforts towards this goa! 
and frustrate imperialist designs in South West Asia. 


The central committee denounced the aggression on Angola by the white 
racist regime of South Africa. it extended its full solidarity and 
support to Angola and to SWAPO in their struggle against South Africa. 


It considered the recent development in India-China relations. Vice 
Premier Deng Ziaoping's proposals for improving relations and settling 
the border problem and the Government of India's positive response to 
them. The central committee welcomed these developments and hoped that 
they would soon lead to the normalisation of relations between the two 
countries. 


Asked about the role of the Chinese in the North-East CPI-M leader Har- 
kishan Singh Surjeet told PATRIOT that there was no denying the Chinese 
interference in the past, but of late, according to their own formal 
statements, they had stopped meddling in the internal affairs of our 
country, especially in the North-East. This was also pointed out to the 
party's Central Committee member Saroj Mukherjee when he recently visited 
Peking with his wife at the invitation of PEKING REVIEW. 


Mr Mukheree, who was also present at the press conference, said that the 
issue of party-to-party relations between the Chinese Communist Party 
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and the CPl=M was still under discussion. Mr Surjeet said the Chinese 
Communists had expressed keenness to establish such relations, and the 
CPI-M position was "We have not severed relations, and hence it is for 
you to restore the relationship.” He said many other Communist Parties 
had likewise wanted to forge such relations, and these included Commun- 
ist Parties of Yugoslavia, Italy and Japan. The CPI-M felt even if 
those parties had relations with the CPI that would not come in the 
way of relationship with the CPI-M, 
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INDIA 


CPIL=-M OFFICIAL TELLS PRESS OF PARTY MEETING 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Jul 80 pp l, 7 


[Text] CPI-M polit-bureau member Harkishan Singh Surjeet told newsmen 
on Tuesday that his party was appealing to all political parties to 
rally together for detending the unity and integrity of the country 
now in jeopardy due to the developments in the North-East region in 
general and Assam and Tripura in particular. 


Mr Surjeet, who was releasing a press communique on the decisions of the 
just concluded four-day meeting of the CPI-M Central Committee in the 
Capital, said that a political solution of the Assam problem could be 
possible by winning over the democratic sections of the Assamese popu- 
lace if a national consensus was reached in consultation with all poli- 
tical parties. 


"The issue is one of national integration. It should not be utilised for 
satisfying narrow partisan interests," Mr Surjeet underlined. 


The central committee is convinced that the movement in Assam has become 
secessionist, meant to dismember the country and directed against the 
religious minorities and their Indian citizenship rights, he informed. 


The central committee has pointed out that the RSS, which swears by the 
unity of India and a unitary State, is lending support to a movement to 
dismember the country. 


At the same time the US and other imperialists, who have long been con- 
spiring against the country, have been giving all encouragement and mater- 
ial help to the secessionist movement. 


The struggle to protect the minorities, their Indian citizenship rights 
and to defeat the secessionists has to be waged on a country-wide basis, 
Mr Surjeet said. 


The central committee devoted a full day to developments in Assam and 
Tripura during its four-day session in New Delhi. In Tripura, the 
extremists among the tribals in the Tripura Upajati Juba Samity 
panicky at their diminishing influence resorted to a carnage. 
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On the other hand, the chauvinistic Amra Bengalee-Anand Marg have been 
inciting passions of the Bengali population. There are also enough 
facts to show that foreign imperialist agencies are very much active 
in creating instability there, the central committee has pointed out. 


Mr Surjeet made it clear the dismissal of the Left Front Government 
as is sought by some elements claiming to belong to the Congress-~-! 
would only serve to aggravate the problem. But he said that the com- 
mittee welcomed the Centre's stand of tackling the situation in co- 
operation with the Tripura Government. 


The committee also welcomed the prompt steps taken by the Left Front 
Government to give relief to the uprooted and afflicted people through 
assistance from the Centre. It called upon people throughout the country 
to rush relief in the form of money and material to Tripura. 


Mr Surjeet said several tribal cadres of the CPI-M had laid down their 
lives in trying to save the Bengalees, and hence it was a canard to say 
that the CPI-M had instigated the tribals to create trouble. 


Mr Surjeet said the CPI-M welcomed the dialogue carried on by Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi to find a political solution to the Assam problem. 
The negotiations were continuing. He hoped that they would be successful. 


Mr Surjeet said that the central committee reviewed the results of the 
recent Assembly elections. It was of the opinion that the Congress-I 
victory was based on the support of a small percentage of the elec- 
torate. Only about half the electorate exercised their franchise. This 
was a mark of protest against the non-implementation of the electoral 
pledges made by the Congress-I during the Lok Sabha election campaign. 


The central committee apprehended onslaughts against the people in the 
coming months as the economic crisis was getting deeper. The budget 
presented by the Finance Minister would only serve to increase the 
burdens on the common people. 


The committee points out that resistance to this drive was the foremost 
task before the left and democratic forces. 


Mr Surjeet said the central committee did not discuss the post-Sanjay 
political situation. It was not yet time to assess it. But, he added, 
that according to the CPI-M the drive towards authoritarianism was not 
the work of a single individual but the result of the economic and poli- 
tical policies of the ruling party. 


Narrow Base 
The central committee was of the opinion that the "very narrow base of 


victory of the ruling party will lead it to resort to authoritarian 
methods." 
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If laid special stress on “unity of Lett parties, their initiative in he. 


ing the mass struggles and winning the active support and participation 
of all democrats in all parties." [as published | 


The struggles outside, it felt, should be |inked with activities inside 
Parliament and State Legislatures, ‘The Left parties must coordinate 
their activities in these bodies, and on every issue on which othe 
Opposition parties are likely to join us, the combined Opposition must 
raise its voice against the Government's attacks on democratic rights, 
on the power the Centre, against attempts to subvert non-Congress-! 
Governments. 
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INDIA 


SHEIKH ABDULLAH COMPARES SITUATION NOW TO 1953 
Madras THE HINDU in English 5 Jul 80 p 6 
(Text! Srinagar, July 4. 


The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Sheikh Abdullah, said yesterday that 
a situation similar to 1953, when he was removed from the State Premier- 
ship, was being sought to be created once again to suit "certain interested 
elements," 


These elements, he told a joint meeting of the State Cabinet and the dis- 
trict development board at the border town of Kupwara, 94 km from here, 
“neither had the good of the people at heart nor were capable of upholding 
the identity of the State and the rights of the people." 


in the course of his speech, the Sheikh also cautioned the people 
against the "machinations" of such elements and called for vigilance to 
preserve “our freedom," an official release said. 


Charge Against Cong-I 


Sheikh Abdullah did not name any political party but obviously his refer- 
ence was to the State Congress(I), whose leaders have intensified their 
activities here following Mrs Gandhi's return to power. 


The Sheikh had accused them of naking attempts to organise defections in 
his ruling National Conference after a member of the State Assembly 
resigned from the National Conference and joined the Congress(I) despite 
the enforcement of the anti-dection law in the state. [as published] 


. The Sheikh said yesterday "We resisted Pakistani overtures as well as 
aggression against our State in 1947 because the attitude of the leader- 
ship of Pakistan did not take into account the dignity and honour of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir State. 


"They wanted to grab our territory by force, which we resisted with all 
our might and by offering sacrifices." 
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He added, "In 1953 also, such an eventuality arose and an attempt was 
made to erode our rights, resulting in disaster for my democratically 
elected Government and sufferings to the people." 


"A similar situation was sought to be created now again to suit certain 
interested elements." 


Sheikh Abdullah said, power had never been an attraction for him, "On 

the otherhand, we were requested to take on the responsibility of Govern- 
ment followins an accord with the Centre in February 1975 which we stead- 
fast ly adhere to. ” 


Therefore, he said, the criticism levelled by Opposition leaders, includ- 
ing those of the Congress(I) against them that "we are hankering after 
power’ was absolutely incorrect and politically motivated. 


He said, "Had it been so, we would have followed the course of our asso- 
ciates after 1953 by sacrificing ideals for personal gain.” 


The Chief Minister said the interests of the people and their rights and 
their destiny had remained dear to him throughout his life. "I have 


never bargained or bartered away their rights.” 


"The people of Jammu and Kashmir have to preserve and uphold the State's 


individuality." This task, he said, "needs men of character and integrity.” 


He added that during his 50 years of political life he had always sought 
a respectful, prosperous place for his people. How could he deviate from 
that path now? 








[INDIA 


NEW POLICY FOR NEWSPRINT ‘LLOCATION ANNOUNCED 

Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Jul 80 p 7 

Text NEW DELHI, July 2.—The in he said, 
formation and broadcasting Minis  Impcrtant features of the new 
ler, Mr Vasant Sathe, today: am policy are: A longer validity period 
nounced in the Lok Sabha a new six months) to small newspapers 
newsprint allocation polley for for |ifting their stocks in instal. 
198041, allowing a higher initial ments; Opening of more regional 


allotment to small and medium 
newspapers to enable them to plan 
their expansion in a systematic 
manner, ceport UNI and PTL 

The basic newsprint entiuement 
to every newspaper for 198081 
wl be equal w the consumption 
level attained in the previous 
calendar year. On the »aste entitle 
ment, an addition of up to 5% on 
account ct increased circulation 
will be available to big newspapers, 
an initial increase of 10% will be 
avaUable to medium newspapers 
and 15% to small ones. 

Another highhght of the new 
policy, Mr Sathe said, would be a 
substantial reduction of the price 
difference between the newsprint 
available for big newspapers and 
that available for small and medi- 
umm newspapers. The Government 
had decided to make the high-sea 
sales price eaqual to the buffer 
stock sales price from as 
would be equitabla. Measures to 
remove the burden of sales tax on 
newsprint were under examination 
in consultation with the Ministry 
of Finance and State Governments, 


STC depdts, which again will bene. 
fit largely small and medium news 
papers; Lmport of more newsprint 
in sheets by the STC to cater to 
the special requirements <f small 
and medium newspapers. The STC 
will also examine the feasibility of 
converting newsprint ceels into 
sheets and suppiving the same ‘o 
snail newspapers; Introduction of 
the calendar vear ae a asis for 
determining basic entitlements— 
again to help small and medium 
newspapers 

Reiterating the Government's 
national commitment to the [ree- 
dom of the Press. Mr Sathe said 
it was arranging for sufficient im- 
ports of newsprint to meet the 
legitimate and reasonable demande 
of all categories of newspapers 
“However, the existing (mbalance 
between newsprint consumption of 
small newspapers ‘only 8%), me 
dium newepapers ‘only 23%) and 


big newspapers (69% has made 
us incorporate certain new 
features in the policy which wil 


encourage the zrowth of smal) and 
medium nee#papers” 
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ARTICLE EXAMILNES WEST BENGAL ENERGY PROBLEMS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 30 Jun 80 p 13 


[Text] The continued power crisis in West Bengal during the last decade 
has shattered the hopes of an industrial breakthrough. No large industry 
has come up in this State after the demise of Dr 8B. C. Roy, while the 
existing ones, especially in the small-scale sector, are falling sick one 
by one. 


In January 1978, the Commerce & Industries Minister, Mr Kanailal 
Bhattacharya, told the Assembly that the power problem would be solved 
within two months. The Finance Minister, Mr Ashoke Mitra, made a Press 
statement about two months ago that the power crisis would be over within 
two weeks. Even the Chief Minister, who holds the power portfolio, 

made a statement two weeks back that the position will improve scon. But 
the crisis has deepened recently. 


Indeed the credibility of the present Government has declined due it's 
inability to tackle the power problem. [As published] 


The per capita consumption of electricity is an index of the industrial 
progress of a State. Since independence till the mid-sixties, the per 
capita consumption in West Bengal was the highest in India--about 60 kwh. 
This perhaps explains the industrial supremacy of the State during the 
period. Today, the per capita consumption of electricity in West Benga! 
is lower than the national average. Whereas the all-India per capita 
consumption was about 178 kwh in 1977-78, the corresponding figure for 
West Benga! is about 160 kwh. 


It has been estimated that the production loss due to power crisis is 
about Rs 1,000 crores a year. Further, the stalling of industries has 
generated acute unemployment among the educated youth. Unless the Left 
Front Government believes in a chaotic revolution, it must make a bid to 
solve this problem with all sincerity. 


At present four agencies are supplying power to West Bengal. (1) 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, (2) Damodar Valley Corporation, 
(3) West Bengal State Electricity Board and (4) Durgapur Projects. Of 
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these, the WBSEB is the principal ageney for the 
generation and distribution of electricity through=- 
out the State, and aleo for the electrification of 
the vi. ages, 








Lt has, therefore, 4 great social responsibilits 
apart from being 4 commercial organization, The 
Board hase it's headquarters in Calcutta, with a 
chain of 13 offices spread all over the city, 

\As published) This has some organizational probd- 
lem, which may be solved once it's own building 

ie be ready in Salt Lake. [As published) It 
employs about 35,000 people and runs offices in 
the various district headquarters, sub=-divisiona) 
towns and even in villages. 

















it i ah autonomous organization with a board of directors nominated by 

che State Government. The board has five full-time members, and two part- 
time members nominated by the Government. The WBSEB has, therefore, a1! 
che advantages and disadvantages of a huge monolithic organization with 
jual control by the Government and the board. 


According to the board a number of power plants are being i: stalled to 
cope with the rieing demand. The capacities of these piants along with 
their locations and expected date of completion are tabulated below: 


Location Capacity Expected 
(MW) Date of 
Completion 
(WBSEB) 
Santaidih 120 Oet. 1960 
Sande! 210 Oct. 1980 
Kolaghat 630 1982-85 
<olaghat 630 1984-85 
North Bengal 240 1984-85 
Siliguri (Gas Turbin::) __20 1984-85 
Tota! 1850 1984-85 





The superthernal power clant in Farakka, which is being built by the 
National Thernal Power Corporation, a Government of India Undertacing, 
is expected to supply about 200 MW to West Bengal by about 1985. Thus 
the total additional power to be available in West Benga: is est mated 
at 2,050 MW be the end of 1990-91. The accompanying graph gives the 
jemand. avallability, and the shortfall figures ducing the eighties. it 
may be snentioned Sere that we have taxen the demand figures as given Sv 
the WBSEB, while the availability and the shortfall figures have deen 
alcuiated from our own estimates. 


. 

















it ia evident from the graph that the power problem will deteriorate 

in the eighties, It ia true .hat to deal with the problem the WASES 

is toying with the idea of setting up 4 superthermal power station of 2,000 
MW capacity in Murshidabad, Whether the WASEB has either the technology 

or organizational ability of managing such a gigantic power station is a 
different question, Even if the idea matures, none can forecast when such 
additional capacity will be available, 


We shall now discuss some of the important reasons for the crisis in the 
State. (1) Political-=«In early seventies politicians decided to recruit 
some 20,000 people in WBSEB for the purpose of rural electrification, 

Of this, 10,000 were actually recruited posing serious administrative 
difficulties to the board, The recruitment of another 10,000 was stalled 
in the absence of appropriate planning for the rural electrification 
acheme, 


(2) Trade Unionism--It is understandable that the various trade union 
organizations will find a pleasant haunting ground in the WASEB for 
furthering their own interests. Though there are only two recognized 
unions, namely the INTUC and the CITU there are as many as 14 unrecog- 
nized unions in the WBSEB. 


The Left-Front leaders, particularly the Chief Minister, claim that they 
have eufficient hold over the working class. Admitting that they have 
such influence, one wonders why they have miserably failed to wield 

such influence with the power plant workers. This goes to suggest that 
either the workers of the power plants are indisciplined or there are 
some deeper reasons for unhealthy trade union activities in the WBSEB. 


(4) Poor equipment and maintenance--It is true that some of the plants 
are basicaliy defective and that due to overworking, the maintenance 
schedule cannot be followed, 


(5) Unauthorized tapping-<lt is estimated that unauthorized tapping 
is as large as 17°, but the question remains why such connexions are not 
cut off, As published | 


(5) [Ase publ ished! wlay in the execution of projects by the WBSEB-- 
While in other States a thermal etation requires four to five yeare for 
completion, the WBSEB takes eight to i0 years. 


_AStiv, some oreanizat ional henges in the WESER are euereetec for ita’ 
normai functioning. There ie a common feeling that the «BSES is ftast 
acquiring the image of sicutta Corporation in the matters of adminis- 
trative etfticiency, an rrupt ion. intia ehould be immediate rect i 
tied if the board hase * woTtr a 1 commercial ofeanizat ion. t @ust ™ 
given full responsibility and authority with littie or no interterencs« 
trom the Writers Suliding. The board guet be capabie of curbing labour 


i other indiecipline 
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PRC INVITES INDIAN GROUPS TO EXHIBIT IN CANTON 
Madras HE HIND in Fneliah & Jul 80 p 4% 
ext New Deihi, July 3}, 


ina has invited indian industrial groups to hold their own exhibition: 
it the anton Fair site either before or after the tair 


he inton Fair authorities assured a four-member delegation of the India- 
in hamber f Commerce and induetry (ICCCI) that thev would extend ali 


.@ heip to make such mini-exhibitions a4 success. 


wae stated a s press mference by Mr Santosh Chatterjee, President 


: LCi and leader of the delegation which has visited China for 10 days 
me ' 
int 111 ritis< we ic omed arver delegations ‘rom india t¢ 
it hye iT 

ne delegation which went in response t mm invitation from the China 

uncil for Proemot io: f international Trade, visited Seijing, Shanghai 
and inton In all these places the membera found “tremendous goodwill! 
ind friendehit for india, “r Chattertee said 

ve ’ J J 

he : 7 it if J etrie ia J | ‘* .7 Ina " furnres pr ec ft J 
the manuf ac ture r ra mn wit ith) = he nt nc iat t@ noiogyv, reports UNI. 














mica, har\tes and other minerals and petro-chemical industries, signed 
the agreement with the Chins National Metals and Minerals Import 


Export Corporation, 


and 


fhe report of the delegation’s visit said a tender for the supply of 
LO, 000 tonnes of calc ined pet roleum coke by China to India Was being pro 
cessed, 


China has also asked for samples of tirst and second grade Indian tobacco, 
as also of third and fourth grade, for immediate purchase.--PTI and UNI. 
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HOUSE TOLD TRAN CANNOT TAKE KUDREMUKH ORE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Jul 80 p 1 


(Text) New Delhi, July 1: The government admitted in the Rajya Sabha 
today that Iran would not be able to take the iron-ore concentrate to 
be produced at the Kudremukh project. 


The minister for steel and mines, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, said during ques- 
tion hour India had really been landed into great difficulties. The par- 
ticular type of iron-ore concentrate would not find a ready market. 


Mr Mukherjee said the possibility of finding alternative buyers could be 
explored only after the matter had been settled with Iran. This was 
obligatory under the Indo-Iranian Kudremukh project agreement. 


Replying to questions by Mr B. Ibrahim, Mr Ladli Mohan Nigam and others, 
Mr Mukherjee said he had discuesed the matter with Iran's industry and 
commerce ministers during their visits to India. An Indian team would 
visit Iran shortly to hold further discussions. 


Output & Capacity 


In the first year the Kudremukh project would produce three million 
tonnes of iron-ore concentrate. “he full capacity was 7.5 million tonnes. 


Mr Mukherjee hoped that Iran would take some of it while attempts would 
be made to find other buyers. 


In his written reply, Mr Mukherjee said there was only 4 general discus- 
sion with the [Iranian trade delegation on issues relating to the Kudremukh 
project. 


The leader of the delegation expressed his desire for 4 satistactory 
solution of outstanding issues durine the forthcomine vieit of an Indian 
team to Teheran. 


The project was expected to be commissioned in August, 1980. its total! 
“ost sanctioned by the government was Re 647.33 crores. 


CSO: 4270 * 





; AwANS 

PATS in she ha 

ALONG THE 

{NDL-TIBETAN BORDER Juse 
3 (PTI) 

wridement mays of 4 Ge 

man⸗en; cn 0 load 

just splashed over verdurous 


pia'eau, uffolding 1 pagsoramuc 
view of the extensive Himalayan 
sn0m8 ranges. Sucdeniy the o& 
rete Himalayan prece Was shat 
tered by the sound of tape’ fire 
of shooting and We  cordite 
wnoke of reeks’ aucochen 


Through the drifting smoke. a 
party of visiting se*emen se 
from @ Vantage peiet s platocs 
of Indian Army. rendite the ait 
with i's battle cw “otteck acd 
enemy 


This wae 4 part of ‘he dally 
ling trainine sthedule of 
jawats guarding ‘ast 


fees Centigrade-migh' wel be 6 
page from Arctic tale’ But the 
jewan:e ‘9 forward pickets live 
work simular Condi 


os coral rope found tt) Ge 
»areet problem at ‘se tnheesr 
teble apd utienebited§ ‘errais 
wu: thet of ‘loneliness § hich 





could cause depression at ‘Limes 

But there is not « dull momen! 
for the army even at the highest 
forward picket. Secause of we'l 
planced course of training which 
ts exacting as well as continuous 

Besides, © avoid boredom 
recrestional activities 
Playgrounds are 


fates gives ‘o ‘hem 


Physeoiogica.., pulmonary 


edema & ‘he Major bid ajtuade 





hagard facing We jawase, Jaweus 
and Muley afe, therefore, syste 
Matealy acciimatised = defore 
they Meve Deyuid 10,000 feet 
Ths acclumeusation routine us 
followed oo ‘he pattern of 
Moun loeers. 

The troops are acclimatue 
before they can go up to a heighs 
of 16000 ft. However, scelimath 
seen 4 oof permatent. Jawans, 
woo leave high altitude areas 
for three to four weeks, have 
‘o upder go partial accliumatine 
tion again. 

It ie usual for ‘he Jawans 
working at 14.000 ft. above sea 
level ‘0 develop symptoms ike 
headache, disinclination to work, 
imeomiia aod fatwue. These are 
Minumwed by lectures og Men 
ta| adjus‘ment. provision for 
adequate comforts aod proper 
MaweomMest 

Elaborete medical aid iy aval 
lable at the farthermost pickets. 
Serious Cates ate evacuated & 
tower alti ces by fastest evar 
lable means 

TURE EFFECTS 

The subeero)8=—_ temperature 
affects ‘+> ohvers! and mecha- 
tie propertis of metals and 
chances ‘heir streneth. elasticity 
and brittleness There & ‘hus. 6 
constant sroesie to mealntais 
the equipme: weapons end te 
hicles © the peak of efficiency 


While the humans are charm. 
ed by thelr dogged devotion to 
duty. elements cannot be «0 
tamed. They have thelr Owe 
whims and fancies. One has to 
keep the machine at its shining 
best ‘o prevent its beheviour in 
an erratic manner, When the 
clouds threaten. 

Even the long-standing famfMla- 
rity with the weapon and equ'p 
ment ts at a discount at a hich 
altitude, At a high altitude, the 
same ecaquinmert behaves like a 
feslous and domineering mie 
tress demarding your attention 
every minut- 

Briefing newemen after a week. 
lone trip to the border on the 
logistic and other problems fac: 
ing fowans, Sector Common 
der BS Khandpur aid the 
etretch called TedoThetan bor 
der wat one of the most shospi 
table terrain. About 200 km 
stretch from Himeckal Prades *o 
Liculake—trijunc'ion of indo 
TihetNere| borier—wae dette 
with 14 partes wth 8 beiehe 
rareing from 1699 ‘to TKO R 

Come crow of bi rrird he sid 
the fawane conteue their pat 
roltire. 

“Whatever be the offrultios, 
the fawane are trimmed to inten 
sive defesce § sreparstion and 
“the sation could rest sastured 
that the cone'ry’s borter, were 
well defended” be ald. 
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TRACLS GROWTH OF TROUBI 
THE STATESMAN in Eneli 
by Manash Gho 


T understand tbe genesis of the 
violent Sare-up io Tripura, 
one must study the various toclo 
economie and political forces at 
play in the State over the last #0 
vears. For berein ‘le most of the 
sources of tension which enowbdalled 
over the yeart god eventually ied 
to a violent enpiction 


The focal point of tension has 
been the condicting interests of 
tribals afd nontridals. dy ex 
ing whieh political purties of al 
shades fave benefited (hetmveives 
and hermed others Their objective 
has always been to pe uate and 
capitalize on this con _ pet to 
remove it. as that would reduce 
their scope for manceuvting. 

situation, 


to thet of an unserupulous doctor 
«bo diagnoses symptoms correctiy, 
but does not cure Aw patients fuly, 
so taat be can continue to Geece 
them. “The political parties bere 
are terribly shortsighted. They are 
thriving on tension for the time 
being Dut. in the process. losing 
their credibility which. one day, 


will bring thew own ruin. UM Ue 


parties and ‘oeir leaders were law 
to voth communities end sincere 
in solving (heir prodiems, Tripurs 
today would have been diferent” 

Tripura» misfortune according 
t© some. hat beer that it Gas ne 
history of 4 political tradition The 
quaiity of ‘eaders and edminiustra- 
tors #ho Save wielded power tince 
tf ndence has been a poor that 
the State Sat been burdened wie 
more problems than it con tackle 
AltBough even the- bitter critics 
of Mr Nripen Chekrevarty edmuire 
his honesty and integrity and some 
of Bis esdership qualities. bi i> 
ability ‘o rae ve Sarrow perty 
terest) « singled out os bu Gost 
Gierirg “Si are *hich bes gto 8 
a "ay contributed to the present 
traged) 


— iti 


TRIPURA 
jul SO pp i, 
ians Fanned Tripura Flames” 


The revoit by Reangs tn south 
Tripura, one of the 19 tribal clans 
in the State. in 1942-43 ogainet the 
Tripura Raj, 6 wid to be the fore 
runner of the States  poiitical 
movements. Though not inspired 
by Mass consciousness. the revoit 
“as essentially against the Pa;’s 
feudalism afd exploitation 

Oniy three years before thus, the 
Congress had Deen founded in Trt 

Marxist philosophy bad 


pura acd 
started making inroeds inte ‘he 
‘ridal inhabited full Ti h from 


wighbouring Comilla, It wus not 
antl 1945 thet (he philosophy ad 
started infuencing ‘he educated 
tribal youths «ho ‘ormed ‘¢ Gana 
Mukti Parishad, the precursor of 
the Communmt Party of Tripura. 
The Paritmmd’s ‘eader ther wes the 
young Dasarath Ded. ow the 
seniormost tribal Martist leader 
and second to Mr Chakreverty in 
the Cabinet. He pioneered the ‘eft 
movement in the State The Chief 
Minister describes bim “as the oniy 
bridge between the ‘tribals and 
no7-? is” in the present commu- 
nal hysteria. 


The Parishad bac sought to orga 
nize under its banner tribeic who, 
it said, were egiected Sy the 
Maharaja [t was the Grst to rouse 
or a wide sale an anti-Mehsrajs 
sentiment among tribsis whose 
feith in and respect for the Mabe 
raja were cfinite But the Pari. 
sRhad’s cRafecter composition and 
activities Rave been a Major contre 
verty within ‘se Communist Party 
Many Commur \sts have reservations 
about the polic es and programmes 
nitlaly pursued Or *he Parishad 
which, in s'er yeart. “ere to con- 
tribute to the str.ctural weakness. 
eof the Communist Party i* 
the State The acti os and «perches 
of some of its coder cres con- 
fytion *s move nents ais is 
til a «ore point « ‘Rh come «ete 


on Comm cit ‘eadere of Tripura. 











The “peopie s armed struggie” of 
\O4e-52 led by "he Parienad against 
the Centre. waieh the CPI. M) now 
cals “herose’ tn We eyes of some 
contemporaries, sowed the ‘rst 
coeds of extremism and separatiom 
a Tripura The Parisned,. by re 
sorting to an armed struggle uimed 
it berating some pockets ike 
Khowal and Kama.apur had adopt. 
ed strategies and methods ‘hich 
the TUS extremists have recenty 
sought to emulate 


The men of the disDanded Trt 
pure Rites nad Deen incited by (he 
Parishad to ‘ake up arma @gainst 
the Union Government A secret 
rganiation seamed Sankrak” oa 
‘ridal “ord eating @ Man with 


Nerculean strength had been 
‘ormed and 00 was to strike 
terror and nic. “The eimest poe 


tic justice that 20 vears ater “nen 
the Maruutts are © power, tribal 
deserters from the security forces 
sre Gghting ‘or the TUJS to de 
taduise them. Alter about ™o de 
‘odes, Sankrak has reappeared and 
‘s * restening toe very people “tp 
had once orjanized { The TUJS 
extremists have set up ‘heir own 
secret organizations and such units 
may multipiy, a former officer of 
the Tripura Mifies said 


it was through the educated ‘ri- 
yal youths that Marist phucsopny 
nad qoree n poke a ven now 
the Tr provide he .arges! case 
bey 


for the In the early days 
they had so closely ident them. 
selves with the undivided Com 


munist party that many had left 
studies to do party work The de 
dication of the older generation of 
tritels © the Communut Move 
ment can be fauged from the ‘act 
that siz of them including ‘to 
gtTam pradhans. have died resisting 
the communalist in the recent 
‘iota “We the older people, 
ewe wo the principie of one party 
ind one wife Nothing i«¢ going to 
sarge most of ut.” @id 4 Sromr 
nent Séyear tribal CPI M leader 
The Congress «started simost at 
the came titve as the Parishad. was 
© @ moribund state unt the par 
tition It wee only «hen the Ben- 
fall refugees started Seuring if 
that the party wat rewiwed Bengali 
re'ugees became the sheet anchor 
of the Congress. ust as the | 
were of the Communist party 
preference »f @ch ommunity for 
either of the two aries wat clear 
from rer ginnine v- 
Sachingralal Singh «a Rajput ‘ho 
wos the Greet Congress Chief Vin 
ver ‘rom 173 ‘oc 1971 used to my 
ery (hat Gert ier eee 4 Seen 
to the Congress “We eelcome the 
Bergaus a + support *he Com 
gress" Se *9)4 public Heetirgs 
— ON TRIBALS 
The speedy granting of indian 
citizenship ann reBad'lit- tion 
doles t6 We refugees. egailizing 
»wrerehio of their and—seceuired 


 s many cases ‘hrough fraudulent 
means from ([ribamw—in the i 
settlement operations snd absorp 
tien of educated Bengaiis in Gow 
ernment jobs. endeared ‘he ‘on 
tress to the refugees [t wae this 
“partisan love” for Bengalis which 
siienated the Congress comoletely 
from the tribals Even to this day. 
the Congress. to 9 tribal. 9 “Ben- 
galt party” 

In was the totai disregard of trr 
Sal Interests and rights during the 
\eveer Congress mule til 1977 
which was largely instrumentai in 
yringing about @ sectarian 0 ids 
rity among the younger tribals 
many of whose fathers jike ‘het 
~ “Mr Shvamecheran Tripura, 
yeneral Secretary of TTS and of 
Mr Vilaevy Rankhal the cxtremist 
TUJS \@ader are veteran Commu 


‘et and Congress leaders § and 
vorger 
The irorvy was ‘hat ‘hough the 


TUIS “was Born a8 9 Hon-poiltical 
weal aod cultura. organization for 
the uplift of the (tribals. most of 
the ll point demande raised at the 
f‘urection ip June i9*7 for lsunch- 
‘a (he of@aniration were po tical. 
Peominent tribal CPIM) jeeders 
ine Mer Dassrath Ded and Vr Su- 
thanva Deb Barra the oresent 
Soeaner of the Trioure Asrembir, 
were present. Among ‘the import- 
ot demands were stoppage of the 
Sow of refugees inte Tripura aod 
slocation of a scheduled area for 
the tribals «Bo would elect their 
“4am council 

The main contideration of the 
CPT OM) fer asenctotiog (teelf with 
a tribe! cultural Sedy was to spread 
its base among ‘he ‘rfba’s through 
non-selitieas] organizations Aut 
from the beginning the ~“ounger 
slements io the TUS wanted —— 
have no truck with either the 
Congress or the CPI'M) who. 


thev caid were owt to emplelt the . 


tribals 


The messive fow of refuaees 
had already reduced them ‘io 6 
minority ‘* hil Tipperah Renabi- 
itatien of ‘he refugee ir ‘he 
ance te'Bal<iominated areas Sad 
broker their ‘ribei comoact ets 
sod character The triba’e’ privs- 
tien was on the rise a6 more aod 
more a°4 tipped out oo their 
control. ODertal of the reserved 
eucta of Gorersmert ‘obs for 
them «as al90 8 ,ore Soint The 
Geverament’s wuyunheioful attitude 
is developing the Kokboro® ecr!pt. 
‘he only major one amo a teow 
son-detcriot Tripura trbal scriot« 
sods oficiallv§ «recognized at ‘he 
second official language in T* 
cura, wee «s maior source of re 
sertmen* Tse TUS from 1949 on- 
wards, detpite dbe'ne «a cu'tural 
organization be@an oveniv 4abddi- 
ag it pelltiee ond fanning sath 
Be~ce!! hatred 


The TUJS sought to rouse tridal 
sentiments Se comoaring the de 


funet and misconceved rehab’ ite “anned t6 eh an 
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tion teohemes for tridbais to those 
for the relatively better ones ote 
cuted for Bengall refugees. The 
fasting and demonstration ov tr. 
bal eaders and = vorkers of ‘he 
CPIM) in Agartaa, demanding 
hetter rehebiiitation faciities for 
the refugees, Wat projerted bv the 
Samity a8 exploitation of tribals 
in the interest of son-tribals 
Despite its professed anti-Bengal! 
and vectarian stance, the State 
Congress ‘eaders found TUIS an 
de\| instrument ‘o contain tbe 
CPI Mi's influence among the trl: 
vals. They helped the Samity 
ith money and material in orga: 
Vizing meetings and cuitural 
‘hows, Later, during the Emer: 
tency. the then congress Chief 
Vineter, Mr Sukhamov Sengupta, 
went even farther in building up 
the TUS a# a counterpoint to tbe 


CPI M). 
The TUS leaders, “hbo had ai 
ready started ‘urturing i /tica! 


ambitions f@it that tribals, inttead 
of being a tool in the hands of ‘he 
“PUM of the Congress, should 
have their own oarty. In i972. 
the TUS ‘rancformed into a 
tribal hit, wary with the so 
an. “We dor. accept any party’ 
omination whether ‘hite Con- 
gress) or red Cr”-M)" @ ame 
year, ‘t contested the Assembdiy 
e. ection. 

The events of ‘he 
rears were ‘o provide the TUJ 
cith just the rieht issues sith 
which i could exploit politically 
ind «way ‘Se Rghiy emotional 
tribals. The —— of several 
thousand tribais from the rich 
Raima Sharma valey of Amarpur 
tor building the der onde 
project. taking away of the 

resery. 


fo.\lowin 


Mabara nder separate enact. 
arte custion ot te nember of 


tri reserve Assembiy seats and 
the ¢ from reserved Sche- 
duled assembly eats to Sche- 
dui Caste seats provided ‘he 
TUS «ith an opportunity to up 
hold ‘he cause of the tribals 

lt gave ‘he cal) ‘or tribal soi) 
darity. With fanatic teal, ft “went 
about telling tribals to deiink 


themtelves from ‘he Bengaliorien- 
ted Brahminical culture. Except 
for four of the 19 tribal clans. tne 
rest are ai] devout Hindus hore 
custome and religious bellefs Dear 
rong Bengal! induence. The cui 
ture and social intercourse be. 
tween ‘he ‘ridbels and 
Opposed and 
sem round ¢ 
lv enterce it 
Tepeis sere arked 
putss organized ») 


galls *a8 
ra TUS activ ists 
Viages to strict 


‘s Deveott 
the Bengalie 


and to dispense “ith the ser wes 


** Bengali srterts for religious 
ceremonies. They were told not to 
> in_for M®etrinonial rela ‘ons 


a : 
‘ith Bengalis «hich was Decor ing 


Poie's 


The hatred as 
eTtest 3 ‘o8' 


wren on 











tribais even refused 9 Aer drink rie ; "rina } str J if res. -oPme oy th sae \rege _* en hoe 


ing water to thirsty non-tridals in forat tf land judulent! aaen ‘turned TUJS aaon pradhens of 
tne interior vulages j rom the tribals edrogation members of sarenarat 

To raise the barrier turther, the ‘ the second amendment which When the TT'IS gained in 
So “rep <witched over from Ben fooR away the wes rights of trength and the ‘ngreas cecame 
au ° Roman tor the AoxKDore. iri ais " reserved forests and reak and nelactive iftee ite anil 
scriot on the piea of phonetic con troduction of Kokborok a8 & M@ into four pertier ond croune. the 
venience and etter expression ‘ium of instruction for ribele Bengali refucee  «ettiers * 
Soecial schools were set up in the from orumary classes. The most saricky The | | he 

“ , rune ' Danicky. The proevect of the ‘for 
villages by the Suamity to teacn icant gan o6raised at the mation of a tribal district counc 
K KDOTOK. While Engiish was com eting is "We are neither added to their fear of heeomine 
pulsoriy taught a8 4 second an. HuNnist, r Congress, we ar@ landless and rootless for a second 
guage teaching of Bengali is (ride first and last. and that is ‘ime A'though there vere 4afe- 
ecrTupuousy a‘ oided the 5 4 Mu? jentity”’ guards for sm teeth 4 living in tha 


of inadequate factiities For Algher * ae el aan des A 
studies, tribal stude vere sent From then onwards, the USS ft pefucee settlers 45 8 
to missionary colleges in Shillong never looked back. its emotional 89)) ft Us 


eather than Calcutte where many  2)Peal heiped it to make gradual ‘Helr own experience in Pakistan 


*Nn inroads into the Pr Wf) tribal that thore FANG hardie eneure 
stud he § older gene: ation had strongh 4< be 4 rreat \ sertriyh. ‘ser aqgfety a? srotect their iw, 
+e ft ™ mr wry? ‘ares«! ? wae * thie sere ly 
Tagore’s long association with oe te Marzits = tne eee thet the Amen Bangs meee = | * 
Tt. ipura was despised »y ro TUIS : 5 save J roa. Sate from J 4 J — Na me —*9— 3 
as a clever means to dominate the ve hands of the S resuited & VOCs! Swiitica @ in 1028 “tor 
tribals with Bengali cultu The " open confrontation. The present °otecting the interest of Benge’ 
Tripura Raj ‘amily was disliked Maharani, it is _ alleged. lent her Peasantry and traders 
because of its close ties with = ssPP rt to the TUJS from bekind How rapidiy jt won the sural 
Tagore, its contribution to Bengal! = ‘"F, “cene — nee «=a! «support is domme out dv 
language and jits total ‘dentifca- /e Before the December i9;7 the Parliamentary election reeults 


‘lon with Bengal! “uiture The Assembiv election. ‘eaders and of 1980. [nm 1977 the Proutist bloe 
Maharaia’s total disregard of the ‘“>porters of the TUJS had start- which later was to form the nu. 
tr'bal clalects and the tribal iden ed ‘heir election campaign. Their cleus for the Amra Bangall, oolled 


tity wag resented by the TUS MoDUlzation of tribal voters was only 98% of ‘the votes cast. In 
leaders $0 effective that t won net onrlv the [989 election the Amra Ran 
CONGRESS BLUNDER two reserved ‘ridal seats dut “s'! candidate ‘or the tribel re 
it was the ‘egisiat taking snatched away to genera, seats served seat of eset Trinura polled 
asay the speciai ‘Tights f tribes Sentirdegar and Chartlam, by oo)! ‘he second ARighest § vate, shout 
mm reserved forests vehich became ¢ a™moet ac the 2% and 38% 193.000 against (9200 cocured by 
the rallying soint for al] classes f tribal votes in those fwo cons. the tuccessful CPIM! candidate 
f tribals who increasingly lent ‘ituenciés. The Congress debacle The hapnenings in Tripura hove 
tu Ipoort 20 the TUJS This “poll n the Par amestary election fol eft the i; eromert machinery 
tical ‘Slunder” by the ongress wed by a series of defections ‘nattered. The events are und 
Government removed the trad %°¢ ‘Shortiived a iitior Minis ) gecentuate the differences be 
tional barriers between the edue ‘"'* ‘Tipura had reated a tween the tribals and non-tribals 
sted upper ciass arban tribeis, Peitica, Vacuum nh the State *ithin the CPI’ “I). A tragie human 
including the royal family. and the ‘mich heiped the J> *O gain orobiem as arisen for the urban 
rural Jiterate tribais considerable oolitical ground and ipper class tribals and those be 
- . he. “onsoiligate *s soe? on ‘ongzing to *he “a9 Ro role 
PS TS organized on July 19, “> the CPT “2 ground vho. for ai practica — 
1a fany in \garmt which to Sarochial forre was a touree are more Baéngalle than ‘he Ber 
wae attended ** 35 of tr ‘ on Whar * seme 'o sewer aait«  themeetre The Rensalie 
bails. including members of the jn 1979 ; 


t tried its beet to meet following the riot, have made them 
royal household. This was unpre some of the genuine grievances of ‘the target of their attack as the: 


cedented, since the Tripura Raj she ‘ribals Desnite strone reser dentify them ae tribals 
fomiiy had so far eteered clear of Man of «9 eeetien of the party The mural tribals do sot accept 
tridas Poi litics. The meeting, whicS * agreed tn cresgte a ‘tribal auto- ‘hem it their own Decause of ther 


< described as “historte” even SF nomous district, whose council wae total Bengall orientation. “We are 
‘ipura’s Varxist Chief Minister, emnowered t) levy tagee and cot acceptable to either of the 


was » turning point in the TUS cue ‘rading ‘leencee eeides communities Where re-are we 
political existence, as for the Gre’ aiher gowers, mainivy to take the don’t know”. sai Mr Purnendu 
time, it was able to place before wing out of the TYSS's sail To Kumar Deb Burmar * an 
‘he vast tribal gathering ‘our of nunteh the TUS solitically 1¢ 4'd incle of the present Mahara‘ a and 
their ong -stancing ana sentimen- st ‘ake up the food-for-rork pro » former secretary of the Tripurs 
tai demands clearly’ «4m sautono State Assembir 
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KUNDREMUKH PROBLEMS MAY BETOKEN EMBARGO SUCCESS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Jul 80 p 1 
[Text] Bangalore, July 2. 


The massive Kudremukh iron-ore project (investment Rs 5/3 crores) is 
like a person all dressed and nowhere to go. The project is ready in 
tact, ahead of schedule. 


But no one knows who will take Kudremukh ore. The project would have 
gone on stream in the third week of this month, instead of its targeted 
completion in August. The main question today is: "should we press the 
button or not?” 


Everything is ready at Kudremukh--its autogenous mill, mining ecuipment, 
conveyor pipeline, roads and tunnels. A computer system, which will 
control the entire operation from determining the quality of the ore to 
his movement down the pipeline to Mangalore port, has been completed. 
Various items of equipment have been run on trial and found to be satis- 
factory. Even a premonsoon ore stock has been built up. All that is 
now required is the word "go." 


Iran, but for whose interest and initial financial assistance Kudremukh 
would not have been a reality, is unable to keep its commitment to lift 
Kudremukh ore. This has landed India in a frantic search for buyers 
elsewhere. 


Much government-to-government-level talk has taken place with various 
countries. Not much is heard of the interest shown by Indonesia some 
time ago in purchasing Kudremukh ore. A Rumanian team visited the pro- 
ject site ten days ago. A team from Bulgaria is currently in Delhi for 
talks with the government of India. 


Unless a concrete proposal materialises for the sale of ore within a month, 
the project may well prove to be unproductive. 


The establishment of a pelletisation plant at Kudremukh is one of the ways 
makine the ore salable to countries cther than Iran. According to 
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NORTHEAST FORUM SAYS 1951 NATIONAL R&GISTER INVALID 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Jul 80 p 5 


\Excerpt] Karimgan‘, July 2: The national register of citizens, 1951, 
on the basis of which the All-Assam Students’ Union and the All-Assam 
Gana Sangrma Parishad want to determine the nationality of the Bengali- 
speaking people in Assam is not a valid document in the eyes of the law, 
according to a forum of young intellectuals and patriots in northeast 
India. fas published] 


Revealing this in its latest publication, the forum contends that "No, they 
are not foreigners,’ quoting a judgment of the chief justice, Mr Justice 
. K. Goswami, of the Assam and Nagaland high court in an appeal suit in 
which Mr Bhambhasa was the appellant and the Union of India and others 


were the defendants. The judgment was delivered in 1967. 


According to the publication this document is not a public document within 
the meaning of section 74 of the Indian evidence act and the NRC is neither 
a register having sanctity in the eyes of the law nor has anything national 
about it. 


In his judgment, Mr Justice Goswami had observed that it only showed that 
the national register of citizens was a contemporaneous register prepared 
by the officers appointed under the provisions of the census act in the 
course of census operations. Section 15 of the census act would make 
such records of census neither open to inspection nor admissible in 
evidence. 


— 


According to this section, ‘no entry in any such book, register, record 


or schedule shall be admissible <3 evidence in iny civil proceedings 
whatsoever or in any criminal proceedings other than 4 prosecution under 
this act or any other law for any act or commissions which constitute 

an offen inder this act.” 
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VISTIING BULGARIAN DISCUSSES AREAS OF COOPERATION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in Pmalieh 2 Jul 80 pp i, 10 


Text) Bulgaria on Tuesday offered to supply one @illion tonnes of fer- 
tilisere te india over a five vear period reports PTI. 


The offer was Sade by Mr Philipow secretary Communist Party of Bulgaria 
when he called on Agriculture Minister Rao Birendra Singh prior to the 
final me ting of the Indo-Bulgarian Joint Econom’ c Commission. The fer- 
tilisers will be supplied at the rate of two lakh tonnes every year. 


Mr Philipow and Rio Birendra Singh discussed a few long-term projects 
which the two countries could pureve jointly and measures for speedy 
implementation of the decisions taken by the joint commission. 


The Bulgarian leader said that hie country had decided to diversify its 
imports and give pricrity co importe from India than thoee from West 
Europe. 


Hie delegation he said hase given the list of items Bulgaria was inter- 
ested in importing from india. He suggested that the two countries may 
set up a joint plant for meat production and meat processing. 


He also offered Bulgarian cooperation in developing the fishing industry 
of India and proposed that the two nations may join together to set up 
a fertiliser plant. 


Rao Birendra Singh welcomed the offer of fertilisers and said that dur - 
ing the discussions between the delegations to the joint commission new 
areas of cooperation have been identified. 


He said that India would give serious consideration to the proposals. 


The Minister pointed owt that India has vast marine resources and there 
were great possibilities of Indo-Bulgarian cooperation in the field. 
Equally great scope existed in collaboration in agriculture particularly 
in animal husbandry and vegetable and food processing. 








The Minisier listed the ateps taken for goat and sheep breeding and 
said that india was implementing 4 special programme and raising meat 
animals, 


As cow slaughter was prodbited in the country India would base ite meat 
industry on goat sheep fish and buffaloes, 


Mr Philipov 4iso indicated his country was keen on offering eubetantial 
quantities of soda ash to India on 4 long term basis. 


Mr Philipov who set Petroleum Minister Veerendra Patil in the morning 
said his country was also interested in extending bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries, 


He hoped his visit would lead to identification of specific areas of 
ooperat ion ‘ 


Bulgatia was already planning to import chemicals from india he added. 


Mr Patil welcoming Bulgaria's offer said India would be interested in 
importing some quantities of soda ash which was currently in short supply. 


India was also keen on importing antibiotica especially tetracycline, he 
added. 


Mr Philipov had 4 meeting with Pranab Mukherjee, Minister of Commerce 
in which the two sides agreed to expand their trade manifold during the 
next few years keeping in view the complementaries existing between the 
economies of the two countries. 


CSO: 4220 
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DRILLING IN RAJASTHAN@-=New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): The government is under- 
stood to have given permission to Oil India to explore ofl in Rajasthan. 
Oil India has already submitted a project report to the ministry of petro- 
leum envisaging deep drilling operations in western Rajasthan near Jaisal- 
mer. The project ia to cost Re 75 crores, spread over five vears beginning 
1980-81, The assignment in Rajasthan includes latest seismic survey tech- 
niques, including aeromagnetic surveys. Spudding in the first well--to an 
approximate depth of 6,000 metres--is expected to begin in 1982. This 
would be followed by five more wells. O11 India had taken up offshore oil 
exploration work in the Mahanadi basin last January. [Text! [Bombay THE 
TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Jul 860 p 7) 


JUTE DUTY LIFTED--New Delhi, July 3 (UN1):--The government today exempted 
jute specialties from export duty. A press note issued today said: “Jute 
specialties, namely, jute decorative fabrics, is a value-added item. As 
a measure of incentive to the export of jute specialties, the Central 
gover vent has decided to exempt the same from the whole of the export 
duty loviable thereon. Certification is being issued in a gazette extra- 
ordinary for implementing the above decision.” [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 4 Jul 80 p 9) 


DEMOCRATIC SOC LALIST FRONT--New Delhi, July 3 (PTI): Supporters of Mr 
H. N. Bahuguna in the Lok Sabha, who had resigned with him from Congress- 
1, have formed a separate group called the Democratic Socialist Front. 
The chief whip of the group, Mr Harikesh Bahadur, announced here today 
that the group consists of Mr Neel Lohithadasan Nadar (leader), Mr Harish 
Gangawar (deputy leader) Mr Harikesh Bahaduri (chief whip), Mr Ram Lai 
“ahi, Mr Asfaq Hussain, Mr T. S. Negi and Mr Viswanath Sharm. [Text | 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Jul 80 p 19) 


AWARD TO SCLENTIST--Bombay, July 2:--Prof 8. C. Haldar, director of the 
Institute of Science here, has been awarded a grant of $5,000 by the 
director-general of the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, 
for a research project. The project is called the neutron activation 
analysis study of the dietary intake of some trace elements by children 
in the 8-15 age group from a rural area in Maharashtra. This is part 
of the coordinated programme on comparative methods for the study of trace 
elements in human nutrition, sponsored by the agency on a global basis. 
The other collaborators in the project are Prof. (Mrs) 7. ®. Turel and 
Dr A. D. Swant, of the same institute. [Text!) [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 4 Jul 80 p 18] 








ENCEPHALIU LS DbAlHS=--Raipur, July $: the dlatrict authorities have con 
firmed thet 17 children died in the government hospital! due to encephili- 
tis last month. Unofficial reporte said encephalitia had claimed the 
lives of about 30 children in the hospital and outeaide. [Text] 

[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Englieh 4 Jul 80 p ? 


EASTERN CORPS COMMANDER=-L feutenant=-Ceneral A. 5. Vaidya has been appointed 
Corps Commander of 4 corps in the Eastern sector and will assume olfice on 
Friday, according to 4 release issued by the Press Information bureau, 


Calcutta, on Wednesday. He will replace Lieutenant-General A. M. Sethna. 
The release ar < that Lieutenant-General Vaidya had been awarded Maha Vir 
Chakra for hie service during the ware against Pakistan in 1965 and 1971. 
He was a recipient of the Ati Vishist Seva Medal. [Text] [Calcutta THE 


STATESMAN in English 3 Jul 80 p 3) 


MFPGHALAYA ROADS PLANNED=--The Chief Minister of Meghalaya, Mr 8. B. Lyngdoh, 
told reporters at Calcutta Airport on Tuesday that construction of a road 
along the Meghalaya-Bangladesh border would be taken up soon. A number 
of feeder roads connecting the main road would also be constructed. This | 
would help prevent infiltration from Bangladesh into Meghalaya. During 
a brief stopover at Calcutta Airport on his way from Delhi to Shillong, 
Mr Lynadoh said that the Centre had agreed to construct the roads. 
Meghalaya has a 423-km-lone border with Bangladesh. Adequate communica- 

tions cannot be maintained because there are few roads. Certain areas 
near the border are almost inaccessible. People from Mymensingh and 

Sylhet infiltrated from Bangladesh into Meghalaya. Once the roads were 
constructed such infiltration would be stopped, he added. The Chief Min- 
ister said that about 9,000 people had illegally entered Meghalaya from 
Bangladesh during the past seven years. About 7,000 had been deported by 
the Government so far, he added. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in 

Enalish 3 Jul 80 p 3} 


MAHARASHTRA ASSEMBLY SPEAKER--Bombay, July 2: Mr Sharad Shankar Dighe of 
the Congress(1) was unanimously elected speaker of the Maharashtra legis- 
lative assembly today amidst applause from all members. But as soon as 
Mr A. R. Antulay went to congratulate the new speaker, Mr Datta Patil 
(PWP) rose on a point of order. He argued that the chief minister had 
mo right to be the first to congratulate the speaker as ‘he was not the 
leader of the house’ because he was not a member of the assembly. The 
privilege belonged to the leader of the house. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 3 Jul 80 p 1) 


VISAS TO PAKISTANI--Visas for visits to india in the first half missions 
in Pakistan issued over 100,000 visas for visits to india in the first 
half of 1980. While the Indian Embassy in Islamabad issued 22,900 visas 
the consulate-general in Karachi issued 84,082 visas, making a total of 
106,982, according to an embassy press release. A recent study made by 
the embassy revealed that the number of Indian nationals who visited Pakis- 
tan in 1979 and did not return before the end of the year was small, com- 
pared to Pakistani nationals who did not return from India. But the Indian 
mission, the embassy said, keeping in view the humanitarian aspects had 
persevered in ist liberal policy of granting visas. [as published] 

[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Jul 80 p 16] 
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OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT--The atudy group consiseting of joint secretaries o! 
the Ministry of Law and Home Affaire and representatives of the Minis- 
tries of Defence and the Intelligence Bureau, which reviewed the provi- 
sions of the Officials Secret Act, has submitted its report to the 
Government, Minister of State for Home Yogendra Makwana told the Lok 
Sabha on Wednesday, reports UNI, Mr Makwana told Mr Jyotirmoy Soau that 
the report of the study group set up in 1976 to suggest measures to dea! 
more effectively with eapionage activities, had been sent to the State 
Governments for their comments. The Government was examining te com- 
ments. He said the Government was yer to take decision on the recommen: 
dations. It would not be in the public interest to furnish further 
details. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in Fnglish 3 Jul 80 p 5) 


ARMY VICE CHIEF OF STAFF--New Delhi, July 3. Lt-Gen A. M. Sethna has been 
appointed Vice Chief of the Army Staff to fill the post which fell vacant 
because of the death of Lt-Gen. Jaswant Singh last March.--UNI. ([Text! 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Jul 80 p 16) 


CONGRESS(U) LEADER KILLED--Bombay, July 3 (UNI)--Congress(U) leader and 
former Maharashtra Minister of State Vyankatrao Hiray was killed instan- 
taneously in a car accident about 30 km from Nasik this afternoon. He was 
55. Mr Hiray was proceeding from Malegaon to Nasik. Four other occupants 
of the car sustained serious injuries. He was a cousin of State Education 
— Beliram Hiray. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Jul 80 

> 
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INTERVIEW WITH FRETILIN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Alkatirt Interview 
Maputo NOTICIAS tn Portuguese 14, 15 Jun 80 


|Two-Part Interview with Mari Alkatiri, minister of foreign affairs of the 
Ue@ocratic Republic of East Timor (RDTL), by Abel Esmael, Etevaldo Hipolito 
ane Joaquim Salvador, in Mozambique, date not given] 


{i4 Jun 80, p 5) 


(Text}] To learn about the current status of the Maubere 
people and to assess correctly the Portuguese Government 's 
stated intent to negotiate a political solution for the 
problem of East Timor, NOTICIAS requested an interview 
with Mari Alkatiri, foreign affair minister of the RDTL. 
In that interview, Alkatiri analyzed Lisbon's statements 
of intent. He saw the appearance of so-called Maubere 
organizations in Portugal as part of an as yet unsystematic 
strategy by the former colonial power to dilute the dialog 
by expanding the number of parties to it. The relations 
of FRETILIN [Revolutionary Front for East Timor 
Independence}, the Maubere vanguard, with the major 
Portuguese parties were also the target of bitter comment 
by the RDTL foreign affairs minister. 


In view of the great length of the interview, we have 
decided to divide it into two parts, the second of which 
will appear in tomorrow's edition. 


Question: First of all, we would like to learn about the situation with 
respect to the Portuguese Government and its announced intention to 
negotiate a settlement of the Maubere problem with the Indonesian Government. 





Answer: We have been following with great interest the declarations of 
intent, albeit ambiguous, of the Portuguese Government, although the 
letter is mving very slowly, if not absolutely at a standstill. From 
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the time the declarations of tutent were sade to date, not a single 
eoncrete etep has been taken to resolve the East Timer problem, 


In this particular regard, however, the Portuguese Government is apparentiy 
convinced that the center of dectaion regarding Bast Timor has passed to, 

or rests with, Lisbon. his is not ao. Lisbon ts not the center of decision 
regarding the fate of East Timor; it ta there in Bast Timer, where the enemy 
is suffering reverses, where the enemy forces are politically, militarily 

and phvetcally exhaueted. Wence the center of decision continues to be and 
will always be in Fast Timer. When the Portuguese Government tries to imply 
that all the victories to date in East Timor are the result of Portuguese 
actions, we do wot accept this. It te a pretty shameful plece of effrontery, 
because Portugal has done nothing up to now. We feel it ta our duty to 
cooperate with the Portuguese Government in finding a political solution 

for East Timor, but thie does not mean we are ready to transfer all 
responsibility for the Maubere problem to Lisbon. We have led the struggle 
against the Indonesian tnvader and we will continue to do so. We know we 
must demand that the Portuguese Government assume its historic responsibilities 
regarding the problem of East Timor. It cannot deny its responsibility for 
the present situation of the Maubere people, because it abandoned a colony 
after 460 years of colonization. It cannot, however, pretend to play a 
decisive role in this whole process. [It cannot, because the Maubere people 
have a legitimate representat ive--FRETILIN--which must continue to be 
consulted regarding any decision. Otherwise nothing can be accomplished. 


Consequently, our position regarding the Portuguese Government's statement 

of intent is as follows: We are prepared to cooperate as the only legitimate 
representative of the Maubere people, although we are aware that there are 
legal problems to resolve with Portugal, and these legal issues that we 

seek to and are going to resolve with Portugal are the same legal problems 
that the Portuguese Government will have to resolve, in an international 
ontext, with Indonesia, always bearing in mind that neither Portugal nor 
Indonesia can represent the people of East Timer, because they are not the 
legitimate representatives of East Timor. We, and we alone, are the 
legitimate representatives of East Timor. 


Question: Doesn't the present position of the RDTL represent a retreat 
from the position taken by FRETILIN when it unilaterally declared independence 
in 1975? 


Answer: We do not think it is a retreat, because we have not retreated 
from our ° claration of independence. 


Question: Is it a question of strategy to assign Portugal responsibility 
for, let us say, poorly coordinated decolonization? 


Answer: Yes, responsibility for having abandoned [East Timor} and 
responsibility for seeking, at the international level, to retain its 
position as the administrating power, without doing anything. This is the 
problem. Portugal is internationally recognized as a colonial power. We 
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declared our independence, which has already been recognized by low of the 
world's nations, few in number, but significant. Hence, whether we like it 
or not, Portugal must assume ite historic reaponsibility for our people. 

We have not retreated; we have not said to the Portuguese Government that 
we withdraw our declaration of independence, and we are consistent in this 
position, 


Question: Minieter, do you think the fact that the rightwing coalition 
government in Portugal has for the first time made positive statements of 
intent regarding East Timor is in some way connected with the legal issue, 
that Lisbon must accept Maubere refugees, which could cause domestic 
problems? Is Lisbon seeking a speedy resolution of the legal problem in 
order to avold the flood of refugees that might be a destabilizing factor 
for the coalition government. 


Anewer! As 1 said at the start, the declarations of intent are ambiguous. 

We have been seeking to clarify them through channels of the Portuguese 
Government. We have not been successful, and there is this whole attempt 

to turn the East Timor problem into a humanitarian issue. This is a 
maneuver. The problem of East Timor is not humanitarian in nature. The 
social problems East Timor is experiencing are the result of a political, 
armed attack by the Djakarta dictatorship. We cannot possibly solve the 
problems of the Maubere people without first solving their political problem, 
without helping to resolve the immediate political problem of national 
independence. 


To attempt to bring 10,000 or 20,000 refugees into Portugal is a colonial 
solution; it bespeaks a colonial mentality. "We pity them, poor things, so 
we will take in 17,000 of them." What about the others? And why should 
those 17,000 want to leave East Timor? Certainly not because they could eat 
better in Portugal. 


Question: Then is this something the Portuguese Government has undertaken 
to arrange as an argument to persuade [the RDTL] to accept any solution, 
whatever it may be? 


Answer: I think not. The Portuguese Government has yet to find a definite 
line of action; it does not know how to begin or where to go. 


Question: Where do these Maubere come from? From what part of the RDTL do 
they come, and how will they get to Portugal? 


Answer: Through the International Red Cross. Very few have come to date, 
but it would appear that in return for permitting them to leave, Indonesia 
is demanding more from Portugal, probably recognition of the so-called 
integration of East Timor. 


Question: Will these Maubere be coming from a zone of open conflict, then? 








Anawer: No, basically they come from the urban centers, mainly Dili and 
Baucau. I don't know if it is known that when the Indonesians demanded 

that these people opt for Indonesian citizenship, they refused. Over 90 
percent of the people in Dili and Baucau refused Indonesian citizenship, 

and at that point they lowt all their rights; they became foreigners in their 
own country. 


Question: Again with respect to Portugal, how are FRETILIN's relations 
with the parties traditionally considered leftwing? 


Answer: As for the conventional parties, starting with the Socialist Party 
[PS], we would say that to date neither the PS nor the Portuguese Communist 
Party [PCP] has taken any concrete position of support in the problem of East 
Timor. This year the PS actually arranged to take the issue of East Timor 
before the Socialist International, which began on Friday, This is a positive 
step on the part of the PS, and we think that, as a result, we could arrive 
at closer relations with the Socialists. 


Regarding the PCP, the situation remains the same. The PCP refuses to 
recognize FRETILIN as the sole legitimate representative and vanguard of 
the people of East Timor; it refuses to establish formal relations with 
FRETILIN. We think this position is reprehensible; a communist party, 
particularly the Portuguese Communist Party, should be the first one in the 
West to support the struggle of the Maubere people, and to date it is the 
only one not to support the Maubere people. 


Question: The only one of the West European communist parties? 


Answer: Yes, it is the only communist party in Western Europe that does 
not support the struggle of the Maubere people and FRETILIN. This is 
serious; it could be very revealing. In any event, we are continuing our 
efforts to make the PCP leadership understand the gravity of this problem. 


Question: What reasons does the PCP give? 


Answer: The reasons they have offered are extremely confusing. The PCP 
deliberately confuses East Timor students in Lisbon who support FRETILIN 

with FRETILIN itself, a movement conceived and born in East Timor. We 

had students in Lisbon who supported FRETILIN right after 25 April--including 
many who are now against FRETILIN--who at some point in the Portuguese 
revolutionary process became closely identified with the Portuguese parties 
of the so-called extreme left. 


What does FRETILIN in East Timor have to do with these students who support 
FRETILIN and have joined Portuguese parties? One thing has nothing to do 
with the other. Regarding this justification, first, we think it is an 
incorrect position; second, we would like to have relations with the PCP 
but not solely with the PCP. We are totally free to maintain relations 
with whomever we please. Therefore, it is an unacceptable justification; 
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moreover, it is interference in our purely internal affairs and in our 
relations with parties at ali leveia, 


Question: How do you see the appearance in Lisbon of a so-called Timor-Dili 
liberation movement? 


Anewer: There have now appeared two so-called movements. One is the 
reconstructed UDT, and the other consists of seven refugees from Mozambique 
and Angola and calls itself the Movement for the Liberation and Independence 
of Timmr-Dilt. When the present Sa Carneiro government, through the parties 
that constitute that government, made declarations of intent regarding East 
Timor, it tried to put these movements on a par with FRETILIN, supporting 
their creation and making it possible for them to function. We absolutely 
cannot conceive of these organizations as legitimate representatives of 

the people of East Timor. 


First of all, they are not representative. Second, they were conceived 

ou side the country. Third, they are absolutely unqualified to intervene 
politically. We admit that there are true nationalists within these 
organizations, who really want to see Indonesia out of East Timor. We invite 
them to join FRETILIN; we have room for them. In no way will we condone 
maneuvers to create a lot of mvements and put them on a par with FRETILIN. 


Question: These individuals you say fled from Mozambique and Angola? Who 
leads them? How did they get where they are? 


Answer: They themselves say they are supported by the Social Democratic 
Party. The UDT, as everyone knows, has the support of the SDS [sic] (Social 
Democratic Center Party) and uses its headquarters. 


Regarding the path of these individuals, some of them were in the colonial 
army here in Mozambicue. Others were in the Portuguese administration in 
Angola and later joined UNITA in the south and fled to Portugal. Others 
were in the colonial administration in East Timor and left shortly after 
independence. The first organization has only six members from East Timor; 
the others are all Portuguese. 


Question: So they are not FRETILIN dissidents? 
Answer: Absolutely not. They were never in FPRETILIN. 


Question: Then inasmuch as these movements arose in Portugal and are 
supported respectively by the major parties in the government coalition, 
could we not conclude that this is a way of seeking a solution for East 
Timor in which FRETILIN would no longer be the only spokesman? In other 
words, is it an attempt to dilute FRETILIN's bargaining power by imposing 
the presence of two mre groups, as was attempted in Zimbabwe and is still 
being tried in Namibia? 
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Anawer: Clearly, there is not the slightest doubt of it. But from the 
information we have, these parties of the Portuguese government coalition 

will be forced to admit that, without FRETLLIN, nothing can be accomplished. 
This is in the first place. In the second place, the groups they seek to 
work with will not be able to do anything. To assume that FRETILIN supports 
these two groups because the latter support FRETILIN is utopian. There is 

no possibility of working with these groups. We have confidence in ourselves. 
We know of these manuevers, but we are convinced that nothing will come 

ef them. 


After 5 years ©: armed struggle, with 200,000 dead in East Timor, we have 
reached a Stage where retreat is impossible. The struggle of the people 
of East Timor is absolutely irreversible. The process is already irreversible. 
We are going t® trust in ourselves; we are not going to rely on the Portuguese 
Government to esolve our problems. Let them assume their responsibilities, 
we rely on ourselves. 


Question: Movitg away from events in Portugal, it has been observed that 
the Maubere govdarnment has diversified its contacts in the international 
arena. What does this mean, and what is the status of these contacts? 
Answer: We should have diversified them at the start. We did not have the 
time, the personnel or the technical (I do not say political) capacity. 

At that time we were much more concerned with mobilizing forces that we 
considered our natural allies. Unfortunately, we have to recognize that we 
were unsuccessful, and we neglected to work with forces that, once well- 
informed about East Timor, could come to our support. 


For 4 years we spent our efforts on socialist countries, and what did we 
achieve? Nothing. Absolutely nothing. We prefer to continue these efforts 
because we are not against the socialist countries, but we are fast reaching 
the conclusion that we must mobilize the democratic forces throughout the 
world, including extragovernmental forces and forces within the capitalist 
countries. 


Question: Have these new contacts produced any results? For example, have 
these contacts made themselves felt in the United Nations? 


Answer: Not in the United Nations, because these contacts have only 
recently been initiated. This diplomatic offensive began at the end of 
last year and is taking shape only this year. It might begin to have some 
effect in the next assembly. 


Question: Is FRETILIN relying on some countries to bring up the Maubere 
issue in the next General Assembly? 


Answer: Yes. We are trying to have more than just the traditional 


countries: Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-3issau. We want other countries 
to bring up the issue, and this is where we are channeling our efforts. 
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Question: How many countries now recognize East Timor, and which ones are 
they? 


Answer: There are 14: Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Benin, Western Sahara, Guinea-Conakry, Vietnam, 
Laos, Kampuchea, the DPRK, the People’s Republic of China and Albania. 


Question: No Latin American country has recognized the RDTL? 
Answer: No, 
(15 Jun 80 pp 5, 8) 


{Text ] In today's edition we publish the conclusion of 
the interview granted NOTICIAS by Mari Alkatiri, in 
which the foreign relations minister of the RDTL analyzes 
the traitorous activity of Alarico Fernandes, which he 
considers the major factor in the internal and 
organizational crises FRETILIN suffered at the end of 1978 
and throughout 1979. The new prospects for Maubere 
resistance against the Indonesian invader and the 
inevitable adaptation of the struggle to the new 
conditions, as well as a geopolitical analysis of East 
Timor now and in the immediate future, were amng the 
topics addressed by our respondent, to which we call 

our readers’ attention. 


Question: The year 1978 was a turning point in terms of world attention to 
East Timor. I think the treachery of former President Xavier do Amaral 

and Alarico Fernandes, then minister of information and security, 
constituted a serious setback in your struggle. Do you think these facts 
have a connection with a certain silence regarding the Maubere issue at 
present? 


Answer: Undoubedly. Particularly the betrayal of Alarico Fernandes, because 
although Xavier do Amaral was president, he did not bring about a major 
crisis. We detected the treachery as it was developing in his own behavior 
before he committed the act. The problem of Alarico Fernandes provoked a 
serious and intense crisis within FRETILIN, for several reasons. First, 

the treachery of Alarico Fernandes led to the death of President Nicolau 
Lobato, the most serious occurrence we have experienced up to now. Second, 
owing to the treachery of Alarico Fernandes, we lost our daily communication 
inside and outside the country. In the third place, because Alarico 
Fernandes was minister of information and national security, he had a very 
good knowledge of the struggle and the life in the liberated zones. When 

he went over to the Indonesians, he immediately began to persecute the 

most distinguised FRETILIN leaders. Some of them died, among them the 
president, but the crisis we experienced throughout almost all of 1979 is 
now being overcome. In terms of the armed struggle, we have had to draw 
back several times to reorganize our forces and adjust ranks. 
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For us, 1975 and 1979 were our most critical years to date--crises within 

the country, crises within the organization itself, From the reports we have 
received lately, h wever, we can confirm that there has been real development, 
that this crisis has been overcome in admirable fashion. When we learn of 
widespread guerrilla activity, to the point of taking enemy positions, 

taking villages, recovering arms and taking them up into the hills to 

continue the war, we can say in tact that we have survived the crisis. 


When the Catholic Church itself, which opposed FRETILIN in East Timor, can 
declare through its bishop in Dili that FRETILIN will never be eliminated in 
East Timor and that the war is continuing to intensify, we can say with 

every certainty that the comredes inside the country have managed to overcome 
the crisis. We should note chat, in an interview granted in Dili, the 

bishop acknowledged the justice of the struggle led by FRETILIN. Almost 

as if he were speaking in the name of FRETILIN, he declared that the 
Organization "wanted nothing more than independence for its country." 


Question: When did this interview take place? 


Answer: Last March. This was a bishop who, when asked about the surrenders 
to the Indonesians, said they were insignificant compared with the phenomenon 
of the young people who are increasingly going over en masse to the FRETILIN 
guerrilla forces. 


The struggle in East Timor has taken a new form, with guerrilla warfare 
covering the greatest possible area of our national territory. 





The comrades are not much concerned with maintaining liberated zones, broad 
liberated zones, because the latter are the target of aerial bombardment, 
but they are struggling to injure the enemy at every point. 


Question: Including the urban centers? 
Answer: Yes, even the urban centers. 
Question: Wasn't Dili recently attacked, or the target of sabotage operations? 


Answer: The outskirts of Dili, yes. Young people have been recruited to 
join FRETILIN in Dili itself. 


Question: While we are on the subject of the military situation in East 
Timor, I would like to discuss two points: the military situation in 
Ocussi (if there is any military action or other type of resistance there) 
and, second, how FRETILIN views the Che Guevara theory of surrectional 
"focos." Does FRETILIN think that because this theory played a part in a 
Struggle for liberation of an island, it could be valid for the struggle 
of the Maubere people? 


Anewer: As for Ocussi, there is no armed resistance there; it would be 
impossible. There is, obviously, political resistance, which is consistent 
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with the anti-[ndonesian sentiment that the Muabere people have always 
nourished, Hence it is .ot difficult to maintain political ,.esistance 

in Ocussi. It is armed resistance which is impossible, since Ocussi is a 
small enclave with a smell population, The same is true of the island of 
Atauro. 


Regarding the theory o' Che Guevara, it is difficult for me to make any 
pronouncement. What ' can do is report what is happening in East Timor, 
and you can make the comparison. 


At first we maintained absolute political and military control over about 

SO percent of national territory. We wanted to maintain control over these 
broad liberated zones to provide suitable habitat.on for the 90 percent of 
the population that was on our side, After the large campaigns otf encircle- 
ment and annihilation launched by the enemy in early 1978, we observed that 
the Indonesians’ main target was the civilian population. At that point we 
organized a new strategy. We even encouraged mass desertions, to move the 
people into zones controlled by the enemy, but we kept the young and active 
population wich us, After we had sent the people over to the areas controlled 
by the enemy, we began to send our own elements there, Some of them were 
arrested, but not all of them. We created conditions such that we might 
describe them as follows: we sent the water for our fish to cwim in. 


The guerrilla forces we have now are in a favorable position to act anywhere 
in our national territory, because tuey have the people behind them. We 
have over 300,000 people on our side in the zones controlled by the enemy, 
where our guerrillas--with difficulty, certainly--can enter and leave. 


We feel that a guerrilla nucleus can survive only if it has the support 
of the people; it cannot survive without effective popular support. 


Question: This is an interesting idea, which I was unaware of: to protect 
civilian populations from indiscriminate enemy attacks, but to be sure that 
they will remain a part of the struggle of the Maubere people. 


Answer: 


Question: Should we assume, then, that only the youngest members, only 
those who are in a position to take up arms, are in the mountains” 


Answer: Certainly. 
Question: Very small operational teams? 


Answer: Yes. According to recent counts, we have about 3,000 armed men 
who are always in action. 


Question: What is the size of the Indonesian force opposing the guerrillas 
of FALINTIL [?Armed Forces for the National Liberation of East Timor]? 
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Anewer! The ladenesiane Gaintain at least 15,000 suldiers in Bast Timer, 
but it should be noted that in February and Mareh of this vear three companies 
of Indonesian soldiers abandoned quarters and refused to go inte combat, 





Question! Where?’ 


Anewer! in Baucau, There is an antiwar sentiment among the indonesian 
soldiers theme! ves, 


Question: Where are the sajor indonesian military bases in the ADTL’ Where 
are ite ferces concent rated? 


Answer! Matniy in the large cities, in such urban centers as Dili and Bacau 
[as published]. They also have omall scattered poets, which are the major 
targets for guerrilla attacks, 


Question! Is the struggle of the Maubere people having repercussions within 
the indonesian Government, as it ie already having in the Catholic Chureh? 


Anever: Aithough it ie slow, the effects have been felt, in the presse and 
in student organizations, particularly the latter, where 4 real sense of 
conscience has been developing. One of the Indonesian student leaders 
was even arrested and tried because he presented — statement in which he 
devoted about three pages to the situation in East Timor, FRETILIN, the 
indonesian forces’ inability to put down the FALINTIL, the desertion of 
Indonesian generals, about whom we had known very littie, generals who 
refused to @ to fight in East Tiger. 


There is 4 sense of conscience. The newspapers have taken a humanitarian 
position in their reports on Fast Timer, the attacks and the brutality. 
Parliament bas debated the question of East Timor, but there has been no 
ot ganized systematic denunciation. 


Question: Regarding the parliament, has any group, conservative or progressive, 
taken 4 stand’ 





Anewer: The demnstrations have always been based on the humanitarian 
iseue, and here there is 4 certain opportuniss. I would refer to the gane 
being played among Indonesian generals, Some of ther want to overthrow 
Suharto, and they are utilizing the East Timor problem. | repeat, hovever, 
there is no systematic mvement. 


Question: Has FRETILIN taken advantage of these breaches in the Indonesian 
military apparatus’ 


Answer: it is hard to say whether PRETILIN can exploit these divisions, 
because these generals cannot or do not wish to be seen within the regime 
a8 a group that bas approached or wishes to aaintain relations with an 
orpanization they have labeled as communist. 
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At mat, they might want to be seen as defenders of the “people,” but never 
as communtate. This is why | said that when they utilize the East Timor 
problem, they de so in ostensibly humanitarian terme. Aside from the 
students, none of these individuals has ever openly deciared opposition to 
the annexation of Bast Timor. 


Question: What about progressive organizations abroad?’ 


Anewer: Abroad, ves. There are organizations in extle which support 
FPRETILIN, 


Question: Let us talk about East Timor in ite geopolitical context. The 
proximity of an Austrialian labor government at the beginning of the 
struggle had a visibly favorable effect, including support from the labor 
otganizationa in that country. 


Now there are conservative governments in both Australia and New Zealand, 
The labor parties in both countries have stated that if they win the next 
elections they will take a more radical stand on South Africa, 


Could we assume that if these parties come to power, the respective countries 
will modify their stand on the East Timor issue? 


Anewer: Both these countries supported the people of East Timor when their 
labor parties were in power. They supported FRETILIN formaliy, but not 
materially. In recent congresses the parties approved motions condemning 
the Indonesten invasion and demanding the withdrawal of Indonesian troops, 
supporting the struggle of the people of East Timor under FRETILIN's leader- 
ship. The Labor Party of Austraifa said it “took note of the declaration 

of independence of the RDTL.” In its recent congre®s it aleo said that if 
it came to power it would cut off all military aid to Dijakarta until Indonesia 
withdrew from the RDTL. This is a formal position, taken 3} months ago. New 
Zealand's Labor Party has not taken such a clear stand, but it has also 
supported South Africa. 


We think that when these parties come to power, both in Australia and New 
Zealand, they will at least allow freedom of movement for FRETILIN members, 
something which the present governments do not authorize. 


Question: In that event, could we see a transfer of the center of gravity 
on the foreign front? 


Answer: I would not say that, because we could never create the working 
conditions there at all the levels we require. Sut there is a certain 
type of work that could be conducted in Australia and from Australia. We 
do not believe there will be other, mre radical changes. They might stop 
voting against us in the United Nations and turn to abstaining or even 
voting in our favor. 














Biographic information on Alkatiri 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 14 Jun 80 p 5 


[Text] Mari Alkatiri is 30 years old. He began his anticolonial atruggie 
in about 1970, when the underground nucleus that was to become FPRETILIN 
was created, 


He went to Angola on 4 scholarship and tried to get in touch with underground 
MPLA groups. in 1972 he returned to East Timor, where he tried to carry on 
concerted actior with other comrades, and sought Indonesian support to 
initiate the armed struggle for national liberation. 


In 1973 he went to Djakarta. The Indonesians reported him to the authorities 
of the PIDE/DGS [International and State Defense Police/Security Directorate 
General] and he began to be persecuted and threatened with deportation. 

This did not matertalize, owing to the advent of 25 April. His job as 

land surveyor, meanwhile, enabled him to traverse the country and learn 

about its harsh realities. 


He was a charter member of the Social Democratic Action of Timr and of 
FRETILIN in 1974. He te a member of the Central Committee [CC] of FPRETILIN. 
In October 1975 he was named by the CC as national political commissioner, 
as well as minister of state for political affaires. In 1977 he was named 
as minister of foreign relations, since the existence of so many ministers 
abroad was unjustified. 


6%) 
cso: 4460) 
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AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT ASSESSED 


Need For Stronger Party Role 
Vientiane SLANG PASASON in Lao 2 Jul 80 pp 1, 2 
(Editortal: "How Should the Agricultural Cooperative Mechanism Be Run?" 


[Text] Some people believe that the cooperatives lie within the purview 

of the administrative authorities while others think that they are under the 
party. Neither view is correct. They do not belong to any branch. Rather, 
they are a socialist economic collective established by the peasants who 
voluntarily worked to establish the cooperatives and the cooperative members 
manage the cooperatives themselves. Production enterprises within the 
cooperatives are carried on under the leadership of the party and with the 
guidance and help of the government. Leadership and guidance in establishing 
cooperatives is carried on in accord with the principles of democratic 
centralism. The cooperative member congress is the ultimate authority in the 
cooperative. This congress appoints the administrative committee and the 
cooperative inspection committee and it discusses and makes decisions in the 
cooperative. 


From what has been said, it can be seen that a cooperative is composed of 
administrative and management elements such as the administrative committee, 
the inspection committee, support elements, the cooperative administrative 
and accounting committees, the treasury, and granary custodian. Besides, 
this, there are also the production units. These are all elements of a cooper- 
ative. However, in the past period, because the administrative and management 
elements mentioned above have not been active or carried out their tasks well 
and because they have made mistakes, conflicts have arisen in some of our 
cooperatives. Labor and production management and the distribution of pro- 
fits have not been carried out in accord with the principle of "those who work 
little receive little, those who work much receive much and those who do not 
work receive nothing.” Things have not been carried out in a strict or fair 
way. This is a problem that must be solved before other problems are tackled. 


In order to solve the problems in an efficient way, above all, the leadership 
of the party must be strengthened and the involvement of the various level 

















agencies con erned with the cooperative movement must be promoted, To 
strengthen the leadership of the party, above all, party bases muat be ea- 
tablished in the rural areas in order to continually help normalize things 

at the cooperatives, firmly maintain rural area unity and mobilize the masses 
and production forces so they satisfactorily follow all the policies in order 
to improve the living conditions of the cooperative members and expand the 
state economy, The party committees and chapters must lead the cooperatives 
directly. Party members must set examples in the movement to build cooper- 
atives., They must be the leaders in carrying out tasks in the rural areas, 
they must apread propaganda, they must lead the masses and, at the same time, 
they must work h.cd in production. The leadership of the party must follow 

a mass line. ‘lhe party resolutions must be changed so they become acts 

of self-consciousness and volition of the masses, 


As for the district echelon, which is the echelon that directly leads the 
cooperatives, it must guide the cooperatives in stipulating production 
directions and in making production plans so they are in accord with the dis- 
trict's general production plans. At the same time, the cooperatives must be 
guided in building a material and technical base and in the use of progressive 
techniques in order to support production. As for the provinces, they must 
guide experiments and publish the results in order to apply them in other 
places in the province. At the same time, they must give attention to making 
inspectione ond helping lower echelons find new data. Positive experiences 
that are disseminated to other places to follow must point out the weaknesses 
in order to make improvements promptiy. As for mass organizations such as the 
youth and women's organizations and the united front organizations, they must 
have detailed plans in order to participate in improving the agricultural 
cooperatives and promote agricultural and forestry production. Besides this, 
they must build and improve their own organization with a view toward rein- 
forcing and expanding a mobilizing, leading example. As for other sectors 
such as agriculture, forestry and irrigation, industry and trade, finance 
and banking, national planning, propaganda and so on, they must each have 
their own detailed plans in order to participate in this work. 


This is the substance for improving and managing the agricultural cooperatives 
sc they operate satistactorily and efficiently. Because agricultural cooper- 
atives concern many sectors, if one of these work elements mentioned above is 
missing, no matter how good the cooperative administrative elements are, the 
cooperative will not be able to complete its tasks. The most important ele- 
ments are the party and the primary-level party building organization. The 
establishment of agricultural cooperatives entails a profound and fierce 

fight between two paths. Thus, without strong party bases and good party mem- 
bers to provide guidance, even if there are management and administrative 
elements, it may not be possible to follow the correct path. For this reason, 
it can be said that strengthening the leadership of the party and state at the 
various agricultural cooperatives is important for efficient agricultural 
cooperative management and administration. 
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vropular Dissatiataction Cited 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 25 Jun 80 pp 1, 2 


[Editorial: "Thoroughly Carry Out the Orders of the Secretariat of the Party 
Central Committee On Changing Over to Agricultural Cooperatives") 


[Text] On ll June, the Secretariat of the Party Central Committee issued Order 
No 117/KLKSK concerning the urgent problem of changing over to agricultural 
cooperatives and ensuring good harvests during the 1980 production season. 


The order reviewed the past activities that have been carried out in changing 
over to agricultural cooperatives, Its evaluation was that building agri- 
cultural cooperatives has been valuable not only from an economic standpoint 
but also from the standpoint of defending the country, preserving order, in- 
creasing the self-consciousness and the cultural, scientific and cechnical 
level of the people, promoting the people's right of collective ownership and 
improving the peasant-worker relationship. Based on this, this has aroused 
the peasants throughout the country to voluntarily and actively give up the 
dispersed, private way of making a Living and instead join together to form 
more than 2,500 cooperatives. Also, 22 percent of the total number of peasant 
families and 37 percent of the agricultural land have been collectivized. 

This will help increase production, help guard against natural disasters, pro- 
mote the digging of canals and building of dikes, building irrigacion systems 
and intensive agriculture and promote the use of modern equipment in agricul- 
ture. For example, a number of cooperatives in [Meuang] Hatsaifong Dis- 
trict, Vientiane Province, use electricity, machinery, new seed varieties and 
fertilizer in production over a suitably large area. The agricultural cooper- 
ative in Sieng Fa in the mountain region has improved agriculture in all re- 
epects, such as the growing of rice and cereal grains, the expansion of animal 
husbandry and so on. These examples show that the party's and state's line 
concerning changing over to agricultural cooperatives is correct. The people 
are willing to follow [this line], they have a spirit of solidarity and they 
are cooperating with and helping each other. The cadres in the various echelon 
sectors have been diligent and carried out things correctly in accord with the 
policies of the party and state. 


However, because the transformation to agricultural cooperatives has been 
carried out too rapidly, the internal and external situation at some places 

is not good. Thus, there is still the phenonemon of reluctance and evasion 
added to the enemies’ scheme of sowing division and chaos which threaten the 
important cadres. This has divided some of our cooperatives and cooperative 
members have left the cooperatives. The cadres have given up their leadership 
and some places have gone back to working as families and blood relative clans. 
This bad state of affairs certainly has many origins. 


But above all, the various echelon party committees, the administrative 
authorities in all the localities and the agricultural cooperative guidance 
committees in the various areas have not grasped firmly the plans or the 
policies of the Party Central Committee. They have not grasped the fact that 
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in changing over to agricultural cooperatives they must "carry out things 
step by step, progress from low to high and (rom small to large and expand 
and improve things simultaneously." They have not yet grasped the two prin- 
ciples of the benefits such as renting buffaloes and cattle, farmland, pro- 
duction tools and other production equipment. At the same time, they have not 
realized that the starting point in production is to build a production man- 
agement system, 





The second problem stems from the fact that the various echelon party committees 
and administrative authorities have entrusted the guidance tasks to the 
cooperative guidance committees at a time when these management boards are 

still weak in all respects and there are not enough cadres. This has led to 

the situation in which only some of the agricultural cooperatives have re- 
ceived guidance and the solutions to problems are agonizingly slow in coming. 
Another problem is that we lack awareness of and are not careful about the 
tricks of the enemy. We do not see as important the ideological leadership 
task. We have not seriously supported things. 


in order to correct these weaknesses and solve the problems that have not been 
given attention, the order of the Secretariat of the Party Central Committee 
Stated that: 


l. We must resolutely improve the existing agricultural cooperatives using 
this year's production season as the starting point in improving things. 
Eliminate divisive tendencies or resignations to work as individuals. If this 
is to be carried out well, above all, ideological guidance must be provided 

so that the people have more faith in the lines and policies of the party. 
First of all, rates for renting agricultural land, buffaloes and cattle and 
other equipment used in production must be reset. Attention must be given 

to the policies concerning correctly expanding the cooperative member family 
economy by ensuring the number of man-days worked for the cooperative to 
plant the annual wet rice crop and by ensuring that the total area is planted. 
Also, things must be done on schedule and the proper scientific methods must 
be used in production. At the same time, an important matter is to mobilize 
the cooperative members to engage in emulation between the various units and 
the various cooperatives in order to step up production, crop growing, animal 
husbandry and the planting of various industrial crops in order to increase 
the income of the cooperative. 


2. In places where it is not vet possible to establish cooperatives, labor 
exchange units and solidarity production units should be established. Each 
household should be guided step by step in making their own production plans 
and in using techniques and adapted tools in production. In those locations 
that have banded together should move to having a common treasury. The co- 
operative guidance committee is responsible for guiding and managing the 
labor exchange and solidarity production system. 


3. The provincial party committees, the administrative authorities, the 
various sectors and, above all, the agricultural offices and the agricultural 
cooperative guidance committees must quickly allocate and send their cadres 
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to the localities and to the different key places in order to provide proper 
support and overcome the difticulties in increasing production and improving 
the agricultural cooperatives, 


The Central Echelon Cooperative Guidance Committee must make detailed plans 

in order to guide the main activities in improving the agricultural cooperatives 
in each region, compile documents and hold seminar» for the agricultural 
cooperative management cadres after the rice has been transplanted. 


The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Irrigation, the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade and the banks must make plans to satisfy the requirements 
in expanding production, animal husbandry, forestry and handicrafts in 
cooperatives, 


ihe Central Echelon Implementation Committee should guide the cadres in helping 
and guiding the agricultural cooperative guidance committees in all respects. 
it should do this for cadres from the central echelon on down to the provincial 
and district levels, It should have plans to guide making plans to improve 
party chapters in coordination with guiding production and the agricultural 
cooperatives. 


4. Guiding ideology and spreading propaganda concerning the system of changing 
over to agricultural cooperatives must be regarded as important tasks. The 
problems of the cooperative members must be solved in a proper way and the 
strengths and weaknesses must be pointed out. In particular, the conflicts 
between the two paths, the old and the new, the backward and the progressive 
and democratic thinking and oligarchical and other non-democratic thinking, 
must be pointed out. The schemes of the enemy and of the bad elements who 

want to destroy the turn to cooperatives must be pointed out. People must 
increase their awareness and resolutely defend movement to cooperatives. 


In order to carry out the order of the Secretariat of the Party Central 
Committee correctly, the various echelon party committees and administrative 
authorities, the agricultural cooperative guidance committees and the cadres 
and combatants concerned must have confidence in the lines and policies of the 
party. They must clearly understand the meaning and spirit of this order 

of the Party Central Committee. They must make an effort to carry out 

things correctly, be courageous enough to reveal mistakes so as to correct 
them and resolutely do things in accord with the lines of the party. It is 
certain that the movement turning to agricultural cooperatives and agri- 
cultural production in our country will improve quickly. 
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LAOS 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, SALES, TRADE REPORTED 
Hatsaifong Cultivation 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 11 Jun 80 p 1 


[Text] Since the end of May,in the spirit ofthe rainy season, and in order to 
finish the planting on schedule the peasants and agricultural cooperative 
members in 11 cantons in [Meuang] Hatsaifong District, Vientiane Province, 
have hurriedly been planting the annual wet rice crop by diligently sowing 
seed, plowing fields and repairing canals and various irrigation works. 


Since the start of the planting of the annual wet rice crop, they have com- 
pleted sowing the seed in the initial phase. Several cooperatives have 
quickly started transplanting the seedlings throughout the 4,300 hectares of 
fields and 800 hectares have been transplanted. 


At present, the planting of the annual wet rice crop is being carried out 
actively by the local people in Vientiane Province and city in order to 
complete the work quickly and on schedule and to score achievements in com- 
moration of the fifth National Day on 2 December. 


Vientiane Trade Activity 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 27 May 80 pp l, 4 


{Text} During April 1980, the cadres and workers in the trade companies sub- 
ordinate to the Vientiane Department of Industry and Trade strove to carry out 
their tasks and duties with a lofty spirit of responsibility. During this 
period, they purchased large quantities of forest products from the people, 
the total value of the goods being 200,315.67 kip. At the same time, they 
sold various types of goods in the districts valued at 5,331,275 kip. There 
was also an exchange of goods valued at 168,545.73 kip. 


At the same time, the cadres in these companies took goods and sold them at 

the production bases of the people in Phon Hong District. They also repaired 
and expanded Store No 4 in order to be able to sell goods at this store in 
accord with the needs of the people. At present, 90 percent of the repair work 
has been completed. 
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Salsettha Cultivation 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAL in Lao 22 May 80 p 1 


[Text] Since the end of April 1980, the agricultural cooperative members 
and the peasants in Meuang] Saisettha District, Vientiane Capital, have 
quickly transplanted the annual wet rice crop. They started this after 
harvesting the dry season rice and preparing soil for the annual wet rice 
crop. 


The total area transplanted this production season is 580 hectares. This 
year, there are 17 hectares of new rice fields and part of this land has 
already been transplanted. 


At present, the peasants in this district are hurriedly transplanting the 
annual wet rice crop in order 0 finish the transplanting on schedule. 


Phon Hong Cultivation 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 7 Jun 80 p 1 


[Text] Since the middle of May 1980, the members of the agricultural cooper- 
atives and the peasants in [Meuang] Phon Hong District have enthusiastically 
carried out the sowing and prepared the soil for the annual wet rice crop. 


The total area plowed and sown this production season is 5,/10 hectares. 
Following this period of sowing and tilling, they have finished 70 percent of 
the work and some places have already finished most of the transplanting. 


At the same time, some Agriculture, Forestry and Irrigation Department cadres 
in this district have gone to guide production at the bases, agricultural 
cooperatives and other places in the district. 


This has been done in order to guide and improve the organization of new tasks 
at the intensive agriculture units, agricultural cooperatives and other col- 
lective production teams so that things are done in accord with the real 
situation and so that 1980-1981 production in the district is completed in a 
satisfactory manner. 


Ngoi District, Luang Prabang Planting 
Vientiane SLANG PASASON in Lao 9 Jun 80 p 1 


[Text] Since the middle of May, the agriclutural cooperative members and 
peasants in different places in [Meuang] Ngoi District, Luang Prabang Province, 
have quickiy and actively planted the annual wet rice crop. At present, they 
have finished the sowing and have sown approximately 20 tons of seed paddy on 
more than 600 hectares of fields. 
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At present, they a * striving to look after the young seed] ings so they grow 
well, Labor exchan,.s have been organized in order to actively prepare the 
soil and finish the transplanting on schedule, 


Meuang Phin, Outhoumphom Sales 
Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 21 May 80 p A 3 


[Excerpt] Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO: At the beginning of 1980, the people 
in the different localities subordinate to ([Meuang] Phin and Outhoumphom 
districts in Savinnakhet Province have voluntarily taken the rice they have 
saved and sold it to the state. The amount sold was approximately 200 tons, 
of which more than 16 tons was husked glutinous rice. 


At the same time, the cadres at the stores in [Meuang] Sepon District, 
Sevannakhet Province, took 47 tons of salt and 5 tons of husked glutinous 

rice and sold and traded for goods to the people in the mountain regions. 

This was done in order to promote production and gradually improve the standard 
of living of the people. 


Vientiane, Luang Prabang Dry Rice 
Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 17 May 80 p A 4 


[Text] Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO: Since May, the multi ethnic agricultural 
cooperative members and the peasants in [Tasseng] Pha Khon, Nounsawang Mano, 
Meunna and Sangkhalok cantons in [Meuang] Luang Prabang District and [Tasseng] 
Chum Kham, Pak Vet and Sieng Ngeun cantons in [Meuang] Sieng Ngeun District 

in Luang Prabang Province and the agricultural cooperative members in [Meuvang] 
Hatsaifong, Sisathannak and other districts in Vientiane City and Province 

have made preparations to quickly harvest and store the dry rice in a systematic 
way. 


To date, they have been able to harvest and store most of the rice on the more 
than 3,000 hectares of fields. Of this, Vientiane Province has 2,760 hectares. 
In. Vientiane Province, it has been possible to harvest 2 tons per hectare. 


At present, these agricultural cooperative members and peasants are actively 
and hurriedly storing the dry rice in order to finish the work on schedule. 
This is being done in order to make preparations to start planting the annual 
wet rice crop. 


11943 
CSO: 4206 


113 














LAOS 


RESISTANCE TO COOPERATIVIZATION CONTINUES, PAPER RESPONDS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 11 Jun 80 p 2 
[Conservation with the Editor column: "Do We Have to Join the Cooperatives?" | 


[!ext] Dear Editor of VIENTIANE MAI: In writing this letter to the news- 
paper, we will sign our name as "Pho Na" [field fathers] in order to make 
things more convenient. We have written this letter to you to ask the 
following questions: 


1. We do not want to become members of an agricultural cooperative at all. 
Is this possible? 


2. Last year we joined an agricultural cooperative in our village and we went 
hungry. But if we engage in private farming activities we have enough to eat. 


That is enough to ask for now. We hope that you can give us a satisfying 
answer. 


Dear "Pho Na": Concerning the question you have asked, various newspapers, 
especially SIANG PASASON, have already answered this question in great detail. 
You have not followed matters and, therefore, you do not know about this. But 
that is all right. We will add a few more details. But it must be said 
beforehand that we cannot discuss things in detail because page space con- 
siderations do not permit. We will discuss only the major problems dealing 
with principles and you can come to your own conclusions. 


1. Concerning duties in changing over to agricultural cooperatives, the 
resolution of the Party Central Committee mentioned the following: 


--Voluntariness 
--Collective benefits 
--democratic administration 


Concerning your question about whether you have to join an agricultural cooper- 
ative, you must first understand the path of a socialist economy to be able 
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to know whetier it is better to join an agricultural cooperative or not, First 
of all, you ust realize that agricultural cooperatives are just a means of 
building a basis for a socialist economy but they do not constitute a socialist 
economy. The first period of growth of a socialist economy is the period of 
modern industry aud agriculture, As for agriculture, the important thing is 

to expand production. Production requires modern science and knowledge. At 
that point, we will change the agricultural cooperatives to agricultural 
settlements and there will not be any more agricultural cooperatives. Why don't 
we build agricultural settlements instead of agricultural cooperatives? 

[The answer is that] we are presently in a transitionary period and are ad- 
vancing to sociaiism. Work exchange [teams], solidarity labor [units] and 
agricultural couperatives are just the starting point in order to build the 
basic conditions for a socialist economy. It is not possible to skip directly 
to a socialist economy without going through the transitionary period. We 

know that our country lacks an economic base. Ours is a small-scale and 
dispersed economy. Stated simply, we did not pass through the capitalist 
Stage. Thus, we cannot just skip into filling the needs of the economic 

forces in terms of equipment and labor tools etc. We must build the economic 
forces step by step from low to high. Specifically by putting construction 
first and transtormation as a back up as stated in Resolution No 7. This is 
enough; I hope you understand. if you understand now, the answer to your 
question about whether it is necessary to join an agricultural cooperative or 
not should be clear. 


2. Agricultural cooperatives will not lead to hunger. On the contrary, 
agricultural cooperatives will allow you and other farmers to make progress 
toward a satisfactory standard of living and toward short-term and long-term 
prosperity. We are encountering difficulties at the beginning because of our 
lack of creative thinking, most of the agricultural cooperative administrative 
committees work mechanically. Because most of us lack knowledge, there is no 
thinking about making plans. After studying the principles, they don't know 
how to put them to use. The prime minister has told us that everyone should 
strive to study in order to increase his knowledge. If we have knowledge 

and a satisfactory level of education, we will be able to complete each task 
and fulfill the resolutions and orders. 


You should go and visit a good unit and study its experiences; you could visit 
a unit in Hatsaifong District, for example. You should study how they look 
after calculation [of work points], how they employ the laborers, their pro- 
duction and so on to see what things are like there. Last year, we went and 
listened to talks by the administrative committee. People who did not join 
were very disappointed. No one [should be] displeased. As the comrade said: 
the policies are correct but, the people who go to implement the policies do 
not present things clearly or in detail. This matter depends on the level 

of each person. We agree with the comrade that the policies of the party and 
State are clear-sighted and you should have faith in them and in yourself. 
Only through education will it be possible for you to make progress and 
understand all the problems. 
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LAOS 


COOPERATIVES URGED TO ALLOW INITIATIVE FOR PRIVATE PRODUCTLON 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 9 Jul 80 pp l, 3 


[Editorial: "Do A Good Job of Paying Attention to the Subsidiary Economy 
of Cooperative Member Families" ] 


[Text] The subsidiary economy of the ‘amily members of the cooperative 
is advantageous in helping the collective economy as well as increasing 
production for society and enlarging the incomes of the family members 

of the cooperative themselves. In the past they did not recognize this 
problem. There were cooperatives in some places that had a program of 
bringing everything to the cooperative and prohibiting the family members 
from producing anything for themselves. This procedure was wrong and did 
not conform with the state and party policy guidelines. It reduced goods 
and income for the family. 


We must admit that at a time when our farmers throughout the country are 
changing their individual scattered way of making a living to collective 
socialist production in the form of agricultural cooperatives, the agri- 
cultural cooperatives at first will not produce every kind of goods to 
supply all the members. According to the initial estimate it is known 
that in ore vear all the cooperative members and our farmers in general 
have actueliy worked only 150 to 200 days at most. This means that there 
are still more than 100 days or almost 200 days when they are idle. So 

it is necessary to look at figures and it is good for us to pay attention 
to the subsidiary economy of the family cooperative members to use the 
remaining work days, making it convenient for them to make what the cocpera- 
tive cannot produce. This would include animal feed, fresh vegetables, 
fruit, pigs, ducks, chickens, cattle, etc. To do this would have many 
benefits. It will keep our farmers from wasting time and they will pro- 
duce many items to serve society. It will improve their standard of 
living. There will also be other effects. What will induce our people 

to join production in the agricultural cooperative units is the subsidiary 
production within their own family. 


The important point to note in the subsidiary economy for family coopera- 
tive members is that certain amount of land and time must be given to the 
members, with guidance to each one to recognize the meaning of the sub- 

sidiary economy for the cooperative family members, making them alert to 
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take every opportunity for preducing 4 bountiful economy, to improve their 
living standards, and to boost preduction for seciety, Hut when we speak 
of encouraging the subsidiary economy of the family cooperative members 
we ought te aveid two incorrect tendencies, These are: (1) interfering 
with the family economy and (2) allowing the ‘amily economy to expand 
freely at will, ‘hie would lead to 4 situation where the cooperative 
members would just live off the incomes from the family economy and not 
work for the cooperative, it eane that they would pay attention to the 
family subsidiary econemy but thie would net be reflected in the collec 
tive tasks, De net allow conflicts between the family economy and the 
cooperative eco. om. Whatever ic properly done will make the cooperative 
progress day by day, fraleing the quantity of production to a high degree 
as well as the efficiency of production, improving progressively the daily 
life of all ecouperative members. 
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NATIONAL BANK TO HAVE BRANCHES IN ALL DISTRICTS 
Vientiane SLANG PASASON in Lao 28 Jun 80 pp 1,3 


iText) On the afternoon of 27 June, the board of directors of the Vientiane 
lity and Province branch of the National Bank held ceremonies to open the 
Nateaifong bank branch in Vientiane Province. Attending were provincial 
administrative committee officials from Vientiane City and Province, 
representatives from the Vientiane provincial branch of the National Bank, 
euthorities from (Mevuang] Hatesaifong District, representatives from the canton 
administrative committee and people from this area. 





On thie oecaston, Mr Wongeai Laothantou, the head of the Vientiane City and 
Province bank branch, stated that the Hateaifong branch of the National Bank 

is the third branch to be established in the first 6 months of this year. 

The ‘iret and second branches were established in [Meuang] Phon Hong and Paksan 
districts respectively. These were established in order to build on Resolution 
No 7? in order to build on resolution of the Party Central Committee Politburo 
that has stipulated that in 1980 the provincial branches of the National Bank 
in all provinces must establish branches in every district. This is to be 
done in order to support production, trade and the lives of the people. He 
added that the bank branches in each district are responsible for receiving 
the money deposited by state stores, state economic organizations and 
collective production unite. At the same time, these bank branches are also 
responsible for making it convenient for the state economic organizations and 
the collective production u.ite to borrow money {rom the revolving funds and 
from the fixed funds in order to support these people in building an economic 
base. Besides this, they will aleo provide savings account services for the 
local people. 
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COLUMN CITES REASONS FORK WORSENING LNFLATION 
Vientiane SIAN. PASASON in Lao 28 Jun 80 pp 2, 3 
[Letters Answered column: “Why Are the Prices of Goods Increasing?"| 


[Text) Because she was interested and could not find an anawer, Mise LiSaivi, 
who lives in Saphang Mo village in Vientiane, urgently wrote a letter to ask 
the editor of SLANG PASASON “Why do state prices depend on market prices in 
some places, For example, when market prices increase, state prices increase 
too. (Previously, 1 meter of cloth cost 8.7 kip. But the price has increased 
continually, to 15 kip per meter, then 18, 20....) What is the reason for thie’ 


{Answer} Concerning the problem of prices, the editor would like to say that 
the resolution of the Party Central Committee has clearly pointed out that 

the price system originally established in 1976, was the price system of the 
old Liberated zones which were zones where the economy and trade had not 
expanded. This made it impossible to expand state trade, or increase and 
strengthen the management of the markets. The price of goods has been lower 
than their value and great quantities of goods were smuggled out of the country. 
The state has, therefore, had to use foreign currency to buy goods on the 
world market at prices that are 10 times higher than domestic prices. At the 
same time, domestic market prices cannot be separated from world market prices. 
Also, prices on the world market have changed greatly. Capitalists are facing 
4 monetary and oil crisis. Transportation costs of goods that must be imported 
through Thailand have increased greatiy. In such a situation, it would not 

be rational to maintain prices at their original levels. 


Prices represent the value of goods in the form of money. Fiuctuations in 
prices represent fluctuations in the vaive of the goods. At times when 
state trade is unable to purchase and sell goods, agricultural production can- 
not be expanded either, the lives of the people will be difficult and there 
will be difficulties in exporting and importing goods. Illegal trading 
activities and opportunism would increase, making it impossible for prices 

to rise or drop. This would be working against value standards and make it 
impossible for the national economy to expand. in accord with the conditions 
mentioned above, we will adjust the price system so that it is in accord with 
domestic and world market requirements and the value of the bank kip in order 
to satisfy the requirements of the lines and policies of the party and state. 
Trade must be increased, production sust be expanded and the standard of 
living of the people must be made normal. These will contribute to limiting 
and abolishing the restrictive phenomena in society. 
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COLUMN COMMENTS ON THAI REPATRLATLON OF KAMPUCHEAN REFUGEES 





Vientiane VIENTIANE MAL in Lao 1/7 Jun 80 p 2 


[Talking Together’ columm by &. Thip Thiengchan: “What Was Thailand's Purpose 
in Repatriating Refugees Back to Kampuchea’) 


|Text) Two to three days ago, the Thai government announced that Thai 
offictale would repatriate a group of Khmer refugees back to Kampuchea, The 
Thai offictale claimed that the purpose of this is to satisfy the wish of the 
refugees to return to their homeland and to act in accord with humaniterian 
principles that are shared by people throughout the world. As for the pro- 
blem, on 13 June, the Kampuchean Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemned 
Thai officials for being enemies who want to take new steps to threaten 
security along the Kampuchean border. The announcement made these strong 
accusations and called on Thai authorities to stop making use of the Khmer 
refugee problem and so-called humanitarian aid to destroy the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 
it also called on Thailand to stop using Thai territory to oppose Kampuchea. 


The announcement mentioned the good intentions of the Kampuchean government, 
which wants to open discussions with the Thai government concerning improving 
relations and promoting sormal friendship between both countries. The goal 
of this is to reduce border tensions and to make progress toward building 
relations between the [two] neighboring countries. But the proposal by the 
Kampuchean government was totally rejected by Thai officials, who claimed 
that Thailand does not recognize the government of Heng Semrin but still re- 
cognizes the ousted government of Pol Pot-leng Sary. In this case, peace- 
loving people throughout the world are aware of the negative intentions and 
the stubborn and arrogant plans of the Bangkok powerholders, who have 

shown directly and totally that they oppose the interests of the Thai people 
and the people of neighboring countries, especially those of the people of 
the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 


The announcement demonstrated the bad intentions of the Bangkok power holders, 
who continually support the evil schemes of the imperialists and, in par- 
ticular, of the Beijing power holders. The Beijing power holders have con- 
tinually oppoeed the people of Kampuchea, Laos, Vietnam and Thailand. On 








15 June, TAG tke Che cb bbbeteom Chat the tee bbw debe 
the territory of nelphboring countrlee in order to put these countries under 
their control and use them as a base for carrying out their doctrine of great 
power chauviniam, Furthermore, the report stated that at present the Chinese 
ace using Yunnan Province, a province in southern China that bordere the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic [LPDR], as a base for the movement that opposes 
the revolution in Laos. They have formed bandit groups composed of soldiers 
and Chinese military officers who are of the Mong nationality and pul them 
into several provinces in Laow with the aim of causing destruction and dis- 
order and interterring in our affairs with the hope of forming the government 
of an "independent kingdom." Besides this, the Chinese power holders have 
built new bases near the Thai, Vietnamese, Lao and Burs..ee borders, This 

is the wicked s \eme of the Beijing power holders, who constantly hope to 
make Mao's theory and dream of world control a reality. 


Returning to the present situation in Kampuchea, the Bangkok power holders are 
trying to create another tense situation, especially along the Kampuchean- 

Thai border. They are using the refugee problem a8 4 screen to carry out 
the new military strategy. They are trying to gain the attention of the people 
of the world by claiming that they are doing things for humanitarian reasons 
with the hope of placing the responsibility for the refugee problem on the 
Kampuchean side, However, the people of Kampuchea and the peace-loving people 
of the world will respond to this evil trick in a proper way and will reso- 
lutely oppose it. 


The view of world political circles is that the unilateral rejection by Thai 
authorities of the good intentions of the Kampuchean government in making pro- 
posals to open the way for negotiations between the two sides clearly shows 
the unfriendly intentions of the Thai authorities towards Kampuchea. Worse 
yet, if talks were held today, it would be tantamount to a breach of the 
agreement between Bangkok and the Beijing arch imperialist masterminds. 

But discussions will never be held as long as the Bangkok power holders 
passively follow the world disruptive schemes of Beijing and the imperialists. An 
SPK news report stated that the government of the People's Republic of 
Kampuchea strongly desires to hold talks and to have friendly relations 
between the two countries. Sut these good inetntions have been rejected by 
Bangkok and, what is more, the Thai officials have stubbornly raised the 
refugee problem in matters. 


This shows the bad intentions of the Bangkok leadership, who constantly tollow 
Beijing's behind concerning the "Kampuchean problem." The fact that Thai 
officials have involved the refugee problem, that is, repatriating Kampuchean 
refugees without the consent of the masters of the country, is not only 

direct interference in the internal affairs of Kampuchea but it also shows the 
evil actions of the Bangkok authorities in following the military war strategy 
ot Beijing, which is using the Bangkok authorities to oppose the Khmer people, 
who are presently carrying on a revolution. SPK concluded its strong criticiem 
by stating that “Bangkok's actions are destroying the immediate and long-term 
rights and interests of Thailand iteelf and they are showing that Thailand is 
refusing to establish good neighborly reiations with Kampuchea and other 
countries in Southeast Asia. Sesides this, these actions are beneficial to the 
Chinese big power chauvinists who constantly dream of ruling every country 

in this region in accord with the big-nation intentions and thinking of Mao 


Zodong. 
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RESPONSIBLLITY FOR BORDER INCIDENTS PLACED ON THAIS 
Vientiane VLENTLANE MAI in Lao 20 Jun 80 p 2 


|'Talking Together’ column by S. Thip Thiengchan: "Who Is Responsible for 
the Incident?" ] 


[Text] On the night of 14 June 19860, 10 armed bandits in military uniform 
crossed the border from Thailand in row boats and entered the house of Mr Boun, 
who lives in Khok Sai village, [Tasseng) Sithantai canton, (Meuvang]) Hatsaifong 
District, Vientiane Province. Our public security units took action to suppress 
them. The bandits had to flee and they left behind one of their number dead, 
one Ml6 rifle, three rounds of ammunition and a row boat. At 1200 hours on 

15 June 1980, four armed Thai MROU [Mekong River Operations Unit] patrol 

boats made trips up and down the river in this area. At 1300 hours on the 
same day, two large Thai MROU boats joined the others. The patrol boats 
divided into two groups. One of the patrol boats sailed directly to the Lao 
side of the river in order to recover the body of the bandit. But at the 

same time, we fired shots to prevent this and this patrol boat turned away. 
liowever, instead of returning to the Thai side as they should have since they 
were in the wrong, at 1700 hours one of the large patrol boats again came 

over to the Lao side only 15 meters from the bank with the aim of recovering 
the body of the bandit. When our forces saw this, they again fired shots. 
This patrol boat fled to the Thai side and docked at Pha Kho village. Con- 
cerning this case, our Ministry of Foreign Affairs asked the Thai ambassador 
to the Lao People's Democratic Republic to come in order to imform him of the 
incident. This was done with good intentions and with the hope that the 

Thais would come and recover the body and the boat that we had seized. It was 
hoped that they would quickly take measures to put an end to the matter which 
they had caused which would be in accord with the spirit and contents of the 
joint Lao-Thai communique and so that the wishes of the people's of both 
countries can be fulfilled. The people of both countries want the Mekong River 
to be a river of friendship and they really want the relationship between 

the two peoples to be one of brothers. But instead of the situation becoming 
calmer, the Thais have closed the border as a measure to punish us. 


Concerning this matter, besides the fact that it is contrary to the joint Lao- 
Thai communique, it has also contrary to the feelings of the peoples of both 
countries, people who have always thought of each other as brothers. The 
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governments of both countries have always agreed about peace and the fra- 
ternal relationship between the two countries. They have constantly tried to 
maintain good celations with each other. Thus, in the past period, the bor- 
der has been kept open so that the people of both countries can pass back and 
forth easily in order to make visite Like brothers, Concerning the joint 
communique of the two governments, our side has followed the communique and 
good results have been achieved on several fronts based on expanding the good 
will of this joint communique. The Thai reactionary power holders, Lackeys 
who support the dark schemes of the imperialists and international reactionaries, 
have always conc cted propaganda movements to distort the truth and slander 
the Lao government and people. These people have frequently instigated unde- 
Sirable incidents along the Lao-Thai border and in Laos, These people have 
sent spies aad bandits to carry out disruptive acts and create disorder in 
several regions in Laos. Also, they have given shelter to exiled Lao re- 
actionaries. When they are fitted out, they send them to Laos in order to 
destroy peace and order in Laos. The government and people of Laos cannot 
tolerate this an, longer. [The government] is using every means possible to 
improve relations and promote friendship with the Thai government. It is 
making a great effort to do things strictly in accord with the contents and 
spirit of the joint communique in order to make Southeast Asia a zone of 

real peace and order. But, unfortunately, our good wishes have constantly 
been thwarted and destroyed by Thai reactionaries, power holders and some 
lackey Bangkok warlords who support the dark schemes of the imperialists and 
international reactionaries. We have strongly condemned [these things] and 
warned the Thai government to quickly put a stop to such incidents, incidents 
that are desired by the people of neither country. We have warned the Thai 
government to implement strict measures to quickly suppress the bad people 
(the people who oppose peace) now living in Thailand and to implement 
measures to reopen the border as quickly as possible in accord with the 
desires of the people of both countries and the contents and spirit of the 
rational, sacred and far-reaching joint communique of the two countries. 
Because, in the communique, it was clearly stated that whenever sume incident 
happens, both sides must discuss things with each other in a calm and peacetul 
manner. Things should not be carried out unilaterally (by just one side). 

lf one side carries out actions on a unilateral basis, this is considered 
wrong. 





Concerning this tense situation and this incident that was instigated by the 
Thai reactionaries against the Lao people, it is the same as the tense sit- 
uation that exists along the Thai-Kampuchean border. This situation in 
fraternal Kampuchea has resulted from Thai officials unilaterally repatriating 
Kampuchean refugees back to Kampuchea. But our situation has arisen because 
of the provocations the bandits and Thai reactionaries. Foreign political 
organizations have criticized these two situations: The Thai reactionaries, 
the Bangkok power holders, are at present striving to support and carry out 
the plans in the secret agreements with the imperialists and international 
reactionaries. Some of the Thai warlords are being forced to expand the so- 
called “new war strategy," which is against the morals of the people of 
Southeast Asia. A recent news report stated that a conflict has arisen be- 
tween the Bangkok power holders and the Thai reactionary warlords. This 
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conflict has arisen for several reasons. One is the situation that has arisen 
along the Kampuchean border concerning the refugee matter. But regardless, 
this ts a matter that has taken place in Thailand and, therefore, we should 
not became Involved because it is the internal problem of another country, 

Our people have always respected the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
neighboring countries and we have always had good intentions, In the sit- 
uation in which we have good intentions but others want to harm us, we must 
defend ourselves, All Lao people have great love for their country and they 
are ready to sacrifice their lives rather than give up an inch of Lao terri- 
tory to others. Lao heroes will Live eternally. 
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LAOS 


INDUSTRIAL GOODS SALES REPORTED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 20 Jun 80 p 1 


[Text] Between January and May 1980, the cadres and workers in the Industrial 
Goods Sales Company in the Vientiane Department of Industry and Trade in 
Vientiane have given attention to selling various types of equipment to 
satisfy the needs of the cadres, soldiers and people and they have achieved 
good results. 


The various types of goods that have been sold include office supplies, agri- 
cultural supplies, housing construction building materials, sports equipment, 
consumer goods and other types of household goods, Thing sold include: 


One hundred pens, 4,380 pencils 


1,356 erasers, 97,040 notebooks of various types, 17,013 packages of paper of 
all types; 9,530 sheets of tin, 591 hammers, 40 rolls of barbed wire, 164 saws, 
8,373 saw blades, 2,128 screwdrivers, 100 harrows, 1,030 plow blades, 20 plows, 
60 hoes and 140 bottles of distilled water. Ccasumer goods included 398,236 
meters of cloth of various types, 63,780 pieces of ready-made clothing and 

987 suits and dresses, more than 13.6 [metric] tons of cotton yarn, 1,412 
spools of thread, 400 artificial leather belts. 49,067 pots of various types, 
5,843 rice steamers, 7,292 kettles, 59,655 plates and bowls, 6,638 spoons, 
forks and ladies, 817 kilograms of rope for tying buffaloes, 1,036 plastic 
glasses and mortars and 1,290 liters of kerosene. Besides this, large 
quantities of other types of consumer goods [were sold]. 


At present, the cadres and workers in the company are selling goods to support 
the cadres, soldiers and people in order to increase production and improve 
the lives of the people during the annual [wet rice] planting season. 
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WAGES SAID TO FALL BEHIND PRICE RISES 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 9 Jul 80 p 2 


[Article in ‘Letters Answered' Column] 





[Text] A letter from Comrade Boungnang Vannavong, a cadre, |Meuang) 

Siang Ngeun District finance cadre, asked this question: Everything 
whether from the state or private enterprise is more expensive every day, 
but the rate of wages for cadres and organizational workers is limited 

to the old scale. How shall we escape this situation? According to rumors 
the state will raise wages and will raise the price of rice. Is this 

true? Please inform us. 


The editor answers as follows: Our Party Central Committee and our govern- 
ment have been aware, not just now but beforehand, of the difficulties 

and hardships of the cadres, organizational workers, including all the 
people. They understand all this but the solution to the problem is not 

a very simple matter. At present in the world all the nations that have 
modern industry and agriculture have experienced difficulty in food sup- 
plies. The prices of goods in the world have risen. So our nation, which 
is not a producer of manufactured articles, cannot avoid the effects of 
this situation. Resolution No 7 of the Party Central Committee is the 
first resolution to set up procedures to improve the national economy by 
expanding it in the direction of independence and self-mastery to better 
living conditions step by step. It would not be difficult to build our 
national economy following the way of dependency on other countries, with- 
out considering our national honor and giving in to being a debtor. 


Therefore in the transition from capitalism to socialism while our economy 
still has many confused facets, we must undeistand and profoundly face 
our national economic problem. In a situation where we ought not to 
oppose anyone, we have only to work together in the spirit and letter 

of Resolution No 7, seeking the true path to solve difficulties, which 
then will begin to diminish. 


The evil rumor that the state wil) raise wages for the cadres and organiza- 
tional workers and will increase the price of rice eight or nine kip has 
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no basis in fact. Ie is natural that in a situation where the prices o! 
goods are changing the sections concerned must look for an appropriate 
solution. The problem of raising or reducing prices must be solved ration- 
ally. But the fact that the rumor appeared before the official announce- 
ment shows clearly that the enemy has infiltrated to cause ideolug!ical 
confusion in the rank and file of the cadres and our people. We must 
understand that now the imperialists and international reactionaries are 
using tricks to destroy the economy and create political chaos in opposing 
our country over a long period. Today they are trying to interfere and 
destroy us in every area that gives them the opportunity. Therefore, we 
cannot be negligent in keeping alert. 


As for the pseudonym "Sonchai," he protested that he had written letters 
twice but received no answer. The editor appreciates his feelings. Some 
problems will be similar to questions posed by others. But the important 
thing about "Sonchai" is that he did not inform us of the name of the 
department and locality that he is assigned to and his true name. We 
raise issues sincerely. Therefore, we ought not to have secrecy nor 

fear of anyone. The various questions depend on whether they have value. 
We hope that "Sonchai" will understand. 
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LAOS 


RICE RATION PRIORI’ TES REPORTED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 10 Jul 80 p 2 


(‘Conversations with the Editor’ Column: "Can the People Buy State Rice 
Rations?"'] 


[Text] I, Sonthani, of Nong Boua Thong Village, ask the editor of VIEN- 
TIANE MAI about the improvement of certain aspects of our living condi- 
tions. 





1. Can the people buy rice from the state? If so, how much? 


2. I heard the report that all the state stores are to be transferred 

to [Vientiane] city-province. Is that true? Many people want to know 

if under the city-province it will be difficult for cadres to make pur- 
chases. What type of ration books is there and where are purchases made? 
Please ask about this for us. 


[Answer] Thanks to Comrade Sonthani of Nong Boua Thong Village and Com- 
rade Douangta who wrote letters to us. Comrade Douangtha, why didn't you 
tell us where you live? You do not need to hide because no one will call 
you right or wrong about any problem. It is good to write providing that 
it is beneficial to society. Today we requested authority to answer you 
jointly because each one asked only a short question. 


1. Every Lao person has the right of equality. He has the right to 
establish a residence and a livelihood, as he wishes. Therefore, buying 
rice is not a problem. Anyone may buy, depending on the regulations of 
the food company which are explained for us here. The sale of rice to 
the people now is divided into three categories. 


a. People who are impoverished, meaning that they have had misfortune 
from natural disasters such as floods or drought, will get their certifying 
documents from the administrative authorities. 


b. People who pay taxes to the state, meaning the group that pays agri- 
cultural tax, will take their tax payment papers along with their applica- 
tion. 
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c. People who are ordinary poor will take their family census as verifica- 
tion, 


The ration received depends on the quantity of rice in stock. The ration 
is small or large according to the apportionment. 


2. In accordance with the collective decision all the state stores in 
the capital have become subordinate to the Vientiane Trade and Industry 
Section as of 1 July 1980, but there is some difficulty about control. 
Therefore, in practice there are still some services under the central 
echelon and some places are under Vientiane City-Province as before. 

But they are gradually turning over all control to the city-province as 
mentioned betore. Therefore, the government workers' ration books to 

buy cooperative goods which still follow the former method, are temporary 
pending final adjustment. 
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LPDR TRAINEES STUDY RAILWAY OPERATIONS IN GDR 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON ia Lao 9 Jul 80 p 3 


[Article by Sutta Aassenbrenner: "Solidarity Assistance of the GDR to 
the LPDR") 





[Excerpt] Lao youth are receiving two years trair 12 in railway opera- 
tions at the Cottbus Factory, having begun in Marc. of last year. They 

are one group of more than 500 Lao young people who are in the German 
Democratic Republic [GDR]. They left their native land to travel thousands 
of kilometers to study at factories, state farms or at universities and 
various technical schools in socialist Germany, to bring back technical 
knowledge and skills to their work of building the new society in Laos. 


Not only in the GDR but also in Laos itself the Germans are helping to 

train technical students. Last year GDR experts aided Laos in establishing 
and developing the Pak Pasak Technical School in Vientiane, as well as 
cooperating in constructing four buildings for training radio and TV tech- 
nicians, automobile mechanics, tailors, and clock repairmen. Bes‘ 4es 

this the GDR also assumed the responsibility for training cadres as teachers. 


In educational assistance last year the GDR printed 620,000 textbooks for 
Laos. This year the GDR experts will start to build another 13 repair 
shops which received financial support from a solidarity fund of GDR 
epople. At the same time the “ree German Youth prepared to send volunteers 
to build a training center for mechanics and construction workers. 
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BRIEFS 





CHAMPASSAR BANK DEPOSITS==Last May, cadres, organizational workers and the 
people in [Mevang] Paksong District, Champassak Province, took the money they 
had saved and deposited it in the bank. A total of 126,544 kip was deposited, 
Depositing money in the bank is one way of increasing a family's income, 

Aleo, this is a way of increasing the capital that the state can use to build 
the economy, maintain the security of the country and improve the living 
conditions and cost of living of the people so that things are nornal., At 

the same time, this shows that the people who deposit money have satisfactorily 
carried out their civic responsibilities toward the state and the people. 
[Text] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 25 Jun 80 pp i, 2) 11943 


KPO OUDOM FISHERIES--From January until the end of June 1980, the laborers in 
the seven fishing cooperatives in [Meuang] Keo-Oudom District, Vientiane 
Province, satisfactorily showed their willingness to fulfiii their respon- 
sibilities. Dur'ng this period, these people caught fish in order to de- 
liver them to the state fish sales cooperative in Vientiane. They delivered 
more than 300 tons in order to support the daily lives of the cadres, soldiers, 
police, the laborers in various offices and organizations and the people in 
Vientiane municipality. At present, the laborers mentioned above are trying 
to catch even more fieh. This is being done in order to score achievenents 
in celebration of the fifth National Day on 2 December. [Text] [Vientiane 
VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 7 Jul 80 pp i, 3] 11943 


OUDOMSAT LITERACY WORK=--Vientiane, KHAOSAN PATHET LAO: On 25 June, the leaders 
in the campaign to eliminate illiteracy in [Meuang] Sai District, Oudomeai 
Province, held ceremonies to officially announce the results of eliminating 
illiteracy in this district. The teachers have been diligent and the students 
have studied constantly. Good results have been achieved in the past period. 
A total of 16,187 people in eight cantons and 97 villages have learned to 
tread. On this occasion, certificates of achievement and presents were given 
to the outstanding teachers, students, cantons and villages in this campaign 
to eliminate illiteracy. Various difficulties were encountered in teaching 
and studying in this district. But because people are aware of the bad 
effects of being illiterate and of the fact that this will keep the country 
from making progress, everyone was determined to study diligently. They 
overcame the obstacles and this enabled them to successfully eliminate 
illiteracy in their district. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

4 jul 80 p A3) 11943 
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ULDOMBAL COOPERATIVE ERTABLISNED=-Vientiane, KRMAOBAN PATHET LAD: AL the 

end of June, the villagers in Howal Bok village, |Tasseng! Pak Kham Canton, 
[Mevang] Houn District, Oudomeai Province, voluntarily turned away from emali- 
scale private production to engage in latge=scale socialist production by 
establishing af agticultural cooperative with 165 members, 29 families, 30 
draft animais and agricultural production tools, After it was established, 
the @embere elected af administrative committee and an inspection and guidance 
committee te guide preduction., At the same time, new production plane were 
made in detail and the production labor was divided in order to start pro- 
duction if a8 appropriate @anner, At present, these people are hurriedly 
planting the affual wet fice crop in order to finish the planting on schedule, 
(Text) (Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao } Jul 80 p A 3] 11963 





VIENTIANE ELPCTRIPICATION=<Since the end of February, the Lao State Electricity 
intetprisce, which ie subordinate to the Lao Machinery and Electrical Energy 
Department, has brought medium and low v@ltage electricity to production bases 
in several places in Vientiane Province. For example, power poles have been 
erected and § power lines have been installed from the power base along 
Nighwey 1) to the vegetable seed propagation nursery, the Na Phok chicken farm, 
the agricultural college and the Na Bing cattle breeding settlement. Eighty 
percent of the work has been completed. Aleo, medium-voltage electricity has 
been installed at the Soil Research Center and at the Dong Dok chicken 
breeding farm. During this period, the laborers in this enterprise have also 
improved the medium-voltage power system at the sodern Don Du slaughter house 
and the work is expected to be completed within 15 days. As for the plans 

for the rest of 1980, Mr Khammon Phonkaeo, the head of the Lao State Power 
Enterprise, stated that at the end of the rainy season, medium-voltage power 
lines will be installed from Nong Taeng to the Volvo auto repair shop. Also, 
pteparations are being made to electrify the water pumps at the Veun Khar 
settlement and at the Nong Tha agricultural cooperative. This pian wil! 

be implemented and fulfilled before December 1980. [Text] [Vientiane 

KHAOGAN PATHET LAO in Lao 27 Jun 80 p A 3) 11963 


ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN PHONG SALY--To fulfill the plan for the expansion 
of communications routes, distribution for production, and construction 
in general, in the firet «ix gonthe of thie year, the cadres and workers 
serving in various branches in the Public Works, Communications, and 
Transportation Section, Phong Saly Province, determined to perform its 
taske with enthusiasm to complete every job assigned by the province. 
They supplied the vehicle transport for 151 trips and a frieght load of 
45 tone, water transport for 164 trips with a load of 96% tons, and pro- 
vided cransport (or 421 passenger trips. in addition, tne Public Works 
branch concentrated on the repair of roads between locaiities in a spirit 
of self-reiiauce and seli-sufficiency. At the same time they repaired 
many routes, such as teat from Ngai Newa Viliage to Sop «hing, completing 
more than 3,200 meters. They built 3,800 setrere of new roads in the 
vicinity of Pak Sam Sui and repaired 150 km of old deteriorated roads. 
The people in various locales aleo were eager to repair horse traile 
between places, a total of 18 routes, sore than 220 ke. They built new 
horse traile and inspected 1 km of track. Ail the people showed an 
eager spirit in transporting rice, “phasi” [translation unxnown) with their 
own vehicles or in carrying goods on shoulder poles over long routes in the 
faraway Sountaine. These factors gade possible the speedy fuifiilment of 
the provincial comsunications plan according to their estimate. [Text] 
[Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 12 Jul 80 pp i, 3) 9615 
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ABO UUDUM L. TERAC) WORK=-Keo-Oudom is one of 15 district towne subordinate 
to -ientiane Province, it is the third town in che provinee that hae peer 
abie tu eliminate illiteracy officially. (Rxeerpe) [Vientiane 8) ANu 
PASABUN in Lae 9 Jul 80 p 2) 615 


CUINATMO WATERWORKS CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS=<=<"he Chinaimo Waterworks Const fuc- 
tion Board informed our reporter on 9 July 1980 chat thie lat@e construc 
tion project can supply the people of Vien. iane City with more than 40,000 
cubic @etere of water per day in the firs: phase, in the second phase 
80,000 cubic meiere, and in the third 120,000 ewbic meters per day, They 
began construction at the beginning of 1979, The work in thie preject is 

75 pereent completed. i. The construction of the reservoir for untreated 
water, the @ixing basin, the settling basin, the filter basin, and the 
powerhouse, which has 2,500 cubic gagere of steel reinforced conerete 
Pillars, is 88 percent finished. 2. The construction of the pumping 
station of the high-voltage electric power plant, which hae 1,100 cubic 
meters of steel reinforced concrete pillars, is 75 percent completed. 

3, The construction of the underground storage tanke for pure water, 

the water analysis research laboratory, the chemical research laboratory, 
and the chemical warehouse, which has 1,000 cubic metere of steel reinforced 
conerete pillare is 70 percent completed. 4. The excavation of the pas- 
sage to lay the intake pipes is 28,500 [ae published] meters long, 4 very 
difficult and complicated job, especially in the rainy season. This is 
only 30 percent completed. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 10 Jul 
BO pp i, 4) 9615 


PHON HONG RELIEF WORK--Vientiane (KPL)--Since the beginning of the vear 
the Social Welfare Branch, [Meuang) Phon Hong District, Vientiane Pro- 
vince, has brought consumer goods to people who suffered fire and natural 
disasters. The aid at thie time included 15 tone of husked rice, 10 bage 
of salt, 40 cans of butter, 48 tins of milk, 132 blankets, 83 mosquito 
nets, 105 mate, 84 rice pots, 84 soup pote, 50 cast iron pote, 118 bowls, 
118 plates, 190 spoons, 50 large basins, 118 water buckets, 4 hoes, 

% shovels, 20 spades, 49 axes, 20 machetes, 139 meters of cloth, 65 
skirts, and 21 loin cloths. The Social Welfare Branch distributed these 
things firet to pereons who had suffered misfortune. Now it is continuing 
to give them out to offer relief to the people as a base for a return to 
a os life. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 14 Jul 8 

p A3) 9615 
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MALAYSIA 


ANALYSTS OF ANOTHER POTENTIAL WAR IN INDOGIINA 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 17 Jul 80 p 3 
|Pditerial: "Will Chine Reattack Vietnam’”) 

|jext) .8, Senate leader Harry FP. Byrd said yesterday after hie geeting with 
(hinese leaders that he saw no signe that China will @ount another armed 


stteck againet Vietnam, Although Senator Byrd gained such an impression from 
his meeting with the Chinese leaders, is that what China really wante? 








ihe fecent arted clashes between Thailand and Kampuchea have created tensions 
along their border and have claimed heavy casualities at the refugee camps in 
Thailand, targets of the Vietnamese communist artillery fire. Thailand has 
followed euch border clashes with a vehement condemnation of Vietnam's bar- 
barious and shameless acts, 


The Vietnamese attack against Thailand was mounted at a time when the foreign 
ministers of the Association of Sowtheast Asian Nations were geeting in Kuala 
Lumput. Nebody could explain why Vietnam wanted to attack Thailand at that 
time. Sut the Vietnamese foreign minister pinpointed the undefined border 
demarcetion line between Thailand and Kampuchea as the cause of conf lict-- 
diplomatic parlance few people can accept. Now let ue ask: Could the unde- 
fined border demarcation line constitute the reason for mobilizing tanks 

and artillery corps to attack the already wounded and half-starved refugees? 


During the past few days, border clashes have also been reported between China 
and Vietnam near Yunnan Province. China has repeatedly warned against future 
Vietnamese attacks, declaring that if Vietnam continues its armed provocations, 
China will pet rule out the possibility of another “punitive” operation against 
Vietnam. As we can foresee, in the event of another war between China and 
Vietnam, the former may mobilize its navy, army, and air force simul taneously 
to launch 4 massive offensive against Vietnam until it brings aii of indo- 
china under ite control. When that time comes, China cannot be expected to 
Stop ite marc) at any “specifically premeditated point” and then withdraw 

ite troops back home, as it did last year. 


Although we have no way of knowing what China really wants, this such is 
clear: If China launches another massive attack against Vietnam, it will first 


iM 








have to get the tacit appfeval of the United States and Japan, As soon as it 
bfings ali of Indochina wider ite control, it may pull its troops back to 
Chita after turfhing over the oecupied territory te the United Nations and 
placing it wader U.N, trusteeship. Only in this way can China feil the 
Soviet attempt for domination over thie region, 


When China Mounted its punitive self-defense counterattacks against Vietnam 
last year, it fFeceived little international support and ended the war with 
heavy losses, Today it is conmeentfating its resources on promoting the four 
modefnisations. Will ite future massive armed attack against Vietnam ad- 
versely affect ite four modernigations program? This is a subject of deep 
coneerh on the part of the Chinese leadership. It seems unlikely that China 


will mount another punishing operation againet Vietnam at the expense of the 
four sSoderhigations, 


it ean be said with certainty that whether ot not China reattacks Vietnan 
depends on whether Hua Guofeng and Carter reached any degree of agreement on 
this matter during their last summit in Japan. 
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MALAYSIA 


CHLNESE COMMUNITY FACES DECADE OF CHALLENGE 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 17 Jul 80 p & 
[16 July news report from Kuala Lumpur] 


{feat} Li Linetad [2621 7207 3141), member of Parliament from Kuala Lumpur, 
urged the Chinese community to regard the 1980's as a decade of unity, He 
aleo called on ite members to rally behind a common endeavor to constantly 
develop and improve their economy and to maintain and strengthen their 
existing economic posture, 


On the evening of 16 Juiy, Li Lin=tai delivered a speech on the occasion of 
the second anniversary of the founding of the Selengor Cook Friendship Associ- 
ation, of which he is an honorary consultant. 


lie pointed out: Upon entering the 1980's we gust review our past, become more 
united than ever, and pay close attention to the development of the current 
political situation. Gone are the daye when we could remain indifferent to 
affaires of estate and enjoy life in isolation from the rest of the country. 


Hie pointed out that unity means strength which can keep our position in the 
economic, political, educational, and cultural fields from falling apart. 


te said that our current urgent task is to get a clear understanding of the 
situation, to eliminate prejudice, and to form a united front in dealing with 
the common problems and in meeting the potential challenges likely to be 
caused by the drastic changes in the situation, 


Emphasizing that the emergence of various fanatic elements and aggressive 
racial extremists in Malaysia has brought unrest, threat, and danger to the 
Chinese community, Li Lin-tai warned that we may end up facing tragedy if we 
cannot rally all of our antiextremist forces behind a common endeavor to build 
4 strong defense line aimed at preventing the situation from deteriorating. 


lie pointed out: In the face of the aforementioned reality, the entire Chinese 
community ‘9 Melaysia cannot watch a disaster develop with their arms folded 
behind their back. Unless the people of Chinese origin give up their obsolete 
ideas of a seli-contained economy, the economic base they have built over the 
centuries may end up being washed away by the torrents of our time. For the 
sake of our own survival and that of our descendants, our citizens of Chinese 
origin must continuously strive to further consolidate their economic posture. 


1% 
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MALAYSIA 


REACTION 10 THARAT TO CLOSE CHINESE PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 18 Jul p 12 


{Political Columm article by Chih Chiu (42469 4428]: “Ile It a Political 
Trick?" ] 


|Text| Swhaimi, head of the Malay Youth League, has been vehemently rebuffed 
for his recent speech calling for closing the Chinese and Indian primary 
schools in Malaysia. His speech came in the wake of a debate over whether 
or not the cabinet's education report was acceptable. 


Shortly after two representatives of the Democratic Action Party warned the 
Chinese society of his harmful speech, Lin Chi-hsiang [2651 0679 4382) decided 
to invite leaders of various political parties and civic bodies to a "special 
tea party” to be held at the Malaysian Restaurant on the coming Sunday. 
Suhaimi's speech has also been included as a subject of discussion on the 
agenda of the meeting of the MCA district chairmen are secretaries scheduled 
for this weekend. 


As we expected, the ruling political parties have described opposition party 
leader Lin Chi-haaing'’s “special tea party” as a vulgar political trick. The 
MCA's general secretary has issued a statement openly calling on its members 
not to be duped by hin. 





The threat “to close the Chinese and Indian primary schools” is really a ser- 
ious problem. People from all walks of life have greeted this threat with 
concern and positive actions. As everyone can see, this problem, whict con- 
cerns the future of Chinese culture, has even been exploited by someone as a 
tool to increase his political fortune. It is really unfortunate and sad to 
see thie happen. 


We have consistently been told not to worry about the future of the Chinese 
primary schools. Now I want to ask our representatives in the National Front 
government the following question: Can we still show no concern for the oft- 
repeated th one of the National Front's leaders to close the Chinese 
and Indian priseary schools? We agree that a demagogic speech could be called 

a political trick. At the same time, we should not forget to ask the following 
question: Could we also call the attempt to placate our inquisitive minds a 
political trick? 
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MALAYSIA 


MALAY LEADERS’ DEMAGOGIC SPEECHES DECRIED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 20 Jul 80 p 12 


[Political Column article by Chih Chiu [42469 4428): "Good Advice Offends the 
kare” | ' 


[Text, An assessment of speeches and resolutions adopted at the recent con- 
gresses of Malay youth league and ite women organization and the annual UMNO 
meeting shows that the Malay soctety has gradually abandoned ite agricultural 
economy and is now moving closer and closer to controlling the economic power 


of this country. But the picture of the Chinese society remains gloomy and 
ite future uncertain, 


Nevertheless, it seems unfair to say that the present leaders of the Chinese 
community have been unresponsive and mum in the face of the problems. A 
survey and analysis of their latest quick reactions to the Malay leaders’ 
demagogic speeches indicate that they have not been lulled to sleep and have 
been alert to what has happened to this country. 


But in the final analysis, what effect will their protests against the Malay 
leaders’ demagogic speeches have on Chinese society? Will there be any 
changes in the status of Chinese society as a result of such protests? 


My response to these questions is that we can get nowhere as long as the po- 
litical power is in the hands of other people and we ourselves cannot negotiate 
from a position of strength. 


| have repeatediy suggested that a united political front be formed by various 
forces in the Chinese community as the only alternative in order to keep its 
economic position from deteriorating. Although this suggestion has been tacitly 
endorsed by various groups and political parties in the Chinese society, 
difficulties in bringing it into reality remain to be overcome--difficulties 
which reportedly have been created by ieavers of the Chinese-oriented polit- 
ical parties. This really bodes ill for the people of Chinese origin. 


\s I have said before, a qualified leader of any political party should be 
farsighted, broadminded, tolerable to others’ opinions, and humbly receptive 


riticiem., It ts onfortunate to note that our society now lacks this kind 
| teadere. 
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As eVeryone Knows, good advice often offends the ears, ahd good medicine some- 
times ia tov bitter to swallow, Love for good food and love to be eulogized 
and praised are also human nature, but anyone who atill loves auch a lifs 
etyle will do Chinese society no good, It is very sad to note that those 
leaders who have publicly professed to welcome criticiam have gone back on 
their word by cursing and threatening their critics behind the people's back, 


lL just want to have my fingers crossed that the future of the Chinese community 
will not be ruined by such people, 
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MALAYSIA 


RACIAL EXTREMISM, RELIGLOUS FANATICISM DENOUNCED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 26 Jul 80 p 8 
[25 July news report from Kuala Lumpur) 


iTeat] Chou Fuetai [0719 6395 3141), general secretary of the Malaysian 
Chinese Youth League [MCYL], said: Any form of racial extremiam or religious 
fanaticism will prevent the government from reaching the goal of building a 
humane society of fair deal and justice for all and will ruin the people's 
ultimate hopes of transforming their country into a society of political 
stability, economic prosperity, freedom, and happiness, and a society in 
which everyone will feel secure. 


He maintained that no ethnic group should pin its hopes for success and pro- 
gress on aid alone offered by other ethnic groups and the government. All 
ethnic groups must spontaneously and enthusiastically work together, go all 
out, and aim high to improve their economic well-being, so that they can better 
meet the challenges and demands of our time. 


He said that if the government expects the private enterprises and industry 
and commerce to give Malays more equitable treatment, it must also ask its 
official and semiofficial agencies to give non-Malays similar treatment and 
opportunities. 


Chou Fu-tai made the above statement in a speech before a political forum 
sponsored by the MCYL Kelantan branch on 23 July. Excerpts follow: 


Our Paramount Ruler pointed out recently that all loyal and patriotic citizens 
are entitled to the protection of the constitution. His Majesty's statement 
can be explained in the following two ways: 


First, all loyal and patriotic citizens need not be concerned or worried about 
their cights being unreasonably or arbitrarily deprived, infringed upon, or 
suppressed, because all obligations they should perform, all rights and status 
they enjoy, and the role they play are unequivocally spelled out in the con- 
stitution, regardless of their national origin. 
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second, all loyal and patriotic citizens are unlikely to deliver any speeches 
or take any actions in violation of the spirit or letter of the constitution, 
All torms o: racialiam, chauvinism, and religious fanaticiam will breed radical 
and extremiet ideas against the intereats of the country and people--ideas 

that run counter to our present government's policy to build our multinational 
country on the principles of "“coexiatence and coprosperity" and "comb ning 
diversity with uniformity.” Any form of racial extremiam and religious fanati- 
ciam would prevent the government from seeking to build a society of fair deal 
and justice for all and would obstruct the people from endeavoring to build 

a country in which they can feel secure and enjoy political stability, economle 
prosperity, social tranquility, treedom, and happiness. 


Such a perfect and ideal society cannot be built by the government or by any 
single ethnic group alone. All ethnic groups must "share weal and woe" and 
coordinate in building their relations on the principle of mutual understanding, 
mutual concessions, and mutual respect. Obviously, no single ethnic group 
should seek to build its happiness and wealth at the expense of other ethnic 
groups. Nor should it pin its hopes for success and progress on aid from the 
government and other ethnic groups alone. All ethnic groups must spontaneously 
and vigorously go all out and aim high to improve their economic well-being 

so that they can better meet the challenges and demands of our time. 


Deputy Prime Minister Dr Mahathir has charged that private enterprises and 
industrial and commercial sectors are discriminating against and suppressing 
Malays; he forgets that non-Malays have frequently been discriminated against 
by the official and semiofficial agencies. As everyone can clearly see, the 
causes of such discrimination are easily traceable. To solve this problem 

once and for all, government agencies should make positive efforts to eliminate 
all causes of discrimination so that industrial and commercial sectors will 
follow suit. in other words, if the government expects the private enterprises 
to give Malays more equitable treatment, it must first ask its official and 
semiofficial agencies to give non-Malays similar treatment and opportunities. 


The MCYL believes that the private enterprises and industrial and commercial 
sectors have done everything possible to help Malays build their own private 
enterprises, and have never delivered speeches critical of the constitution 
or acted against the interests of the country. The MCYL also understands 
that non-Malays have lodged protests with the government against some Malay 
youth leaders’ and extremists; demagogic and sensitive speeches fanning up 
narrowminded "Malay nationalism" and “Islamic fanaticism.” Such protests, 
which express the sentiment and aspirations of non-Malays, are completely 
legal. 


But the MCYL and the 5 million people of Chinese origin have regarded those 
demagogic speeches as a gross violation of the spirit of the constitution and 
of the interests of a multinational society. For this reason, the MCYL and 
the entire Chinese community have no alternative but to correct and rebuff 
them. 





We sincerely hope that all wise and responsible UMNO leaders, especially Prime 
Minister Hussein Onn and Deputy Prime Minister Dr Mahathir, can restrain their 
subordinates and party officials from issuing any more irresponsible and dem- 
agogic statements, so that similar caustic and emotional rejoinders can be 
avoided. 
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NEPAI, 


BRIEFS 


CHARGE D'AFFAIRES APPOINTED--Kathmandu, Aug 21-- 

Joint-Secretary Bisweswor Prasad Rimal has been appointed residential 
Charge d'Affairs of Nepal to the Islamic Republic of Iran, it was announ- 
ced here today, reports RSS. He is leaving here tomorrow for the country. 
Mr. Rimal had earlier worked as the first Secretary of Royal Nepalese 
Embassies in Peking and Washington. [Text] [Kathamandu THE RISING NEPAI. 
in English 22 Aug 80 p 1) 
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BALUCHI TRIBESMEN'S REHABILITATION SCHEME BEGINS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] QUETTA, 
scheme 


CSso: 


Aug. 27: The 
for rehabilitation of 
5,000 Baluch families began 
today with the distribution of 
financial assistance to the heirs 
of those Marri tribesmen who 
lost their lives during 1973 
to 1977, 

The Governor of Baluchis 
tan, Lt..Gen. Rahimuddin 
Khan, this morning distributed 
Rs. 29.52 lakh among the 
226 families in the Mari 
tribe! area of Kohiu Agency, 
about 200 miles from the 
provincial capital. According to 
official sources, the Federal 
Government has allocated Rs. 
2.50 crore for the rehabili- 
tation of these affected tribes 
men invarious parts of Baluch- 
istan. 

The scheme is result of a 
series of taiks between Presi- 
dent Ziaul Haq, and three 
prominent Baluch leaders, 
Nawab Khair Bakhsh Merri, 
Sardar Attauliah Khan Mengeal 
and Mir Ghaus Bakhsh Marri 
following a general amnesty 
in Baluchistan announced by 
the President. 

The Baluch leaders after. 
wards reportediy backed out 


4220 


from the agreement on the 
question of financial assistance. 
They were of the view that the 
Government should distribute 
money through them and not 
through. any official agency. 


President Zia during a visit 7 


to Baluchistan on Aug. 4, 1978, 
called upon the affected tr ibes- 
men to file their clairns with 
the Provincial Government for 
their rehabilitation. Most of 
the Marri tribesmen, who had 
either gone underground or left 
the country, came beck to 
Baluchistan and filed their 
claims. The Government receiv- 
ed about 5,000 claims. 


A Marri leader, when 
contacted by this correspon- 
dent, conmented this bold step 
of the Federal Government 
would heip bring peace and 
tranquillity © the province. 
The tribesmen heave also 
apprecisted the government 
efforts for easing tension, 
prevalent in the province from 
1973 to 1977. 

The amount was distributed 
at a ratio of Rs. 25,000 as 
compensation to the kins of 
the killed and Rs. 5,000 and 
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Rs. 2,000 respectively, for each 
person who had been injured 


badly and slightly. The 
owreak-up of claims paid is as 
under : 

Death cdaim 106; badiy 


~ 36; and sightly injured 


Addressing the Jirga of Marr: 
tribesmen , the Governor called 
upon those Baluch tribesmen, 
who had left their homes due 
to disturbances in Baluchistan 
during 1973 to 1977, to 
return to their homes and held 
out the assurance the Govern- 
ment would rehabilitate them. 


The Governor said the 

people, who had not returned 
yet, would be rehabilitated as 
and when they wished to do so 
and added the government 
would extend its full co- 
operation and assistance in this 
regard. 
He expressed the hope that 
these people would realise the 
sincerity of the government 
sooner or later. 

He said the general amnesty 
announced by the President 
will remain valid until all 
tribesmen came back. 





DIRECTIVE ON INCREASING 


AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in Fnglish 27 Aug 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Aug. 26: Pres. 


CSO 


dent Ziaul Haq today calied 
upon the Food and Agricul: 
ture Ministry and the four 
Provincial Governments to 


arrange complete and effective 
utilisation of all resources for 
increasing wheat production in 
the country. 
Presiding over the three-day 
national seminar on “Wheat Re. 
search and Production”, organised 
by the Pakistan Agricultural 
Research Council here, the Presi 
dent wid though Pakistan's wheat 
roduction had touched a record 
igure of 11.8 million tons, much 
ahead of the target fixed, and now 
the country was technically sl! 
sufticeent in food requirements, 
“We still need an import of four 
lakh tons of wheat to be used as 
a reserve stock” 
Siressing the need for making 


full use of the latest scientific 
knowledge and technology, the 
nt sounded a note of 


warning to the scentisis, age 
cultursts and farmers to keep up 
the pace of increasing production 
of the two rich crops, rice and 
cotton, which were the main source 
of Pakistan's foreign exchenge 
carming 

He wid the production plan 


chalked out for boosting wheat 
production last year became a 
success with the blessing of 
Almighty Allah and the concerted 
efforts of all relevant onganisa- 


tions as well as the dedicated work 
of the tarmers theniselves 

The President in his inaugural 
specch gave a SiA-point directive 
to the participants and the con 
cerned = authorities for boosting 
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food production m the county, 
The six-point directive as spe 

ed out by the President is (1) 

Wastage of water should be redu 


ced, (2) extension services be 
improved to enable the farmers 
to get greater benefit of modern 
farming practices, (3) system of 
agricultural credit to the cultiva- 
tors be bettered, (4) commercial 
banks should fully supplement the 
efforts of the Cocperative Socie- 
tes and ADBP in this connection, 
(5) better varieties of weds and 
foptilisers be arranged in (ine 
for the farmers; and (6) full efforts 


be made to combat the twin 
menace of waterlogging and 
salinity 


He said in certamm areas the 
malady of waterlogging and salinity 
was tapidly ca up the fertile 
tracks of land. This situation, the 
President pointed out, could well 
be met by n the fertile lanids 
from —* — as 1 
mete⸗ t uetivity of avail 
able eB The President was of 
the view that Pakistan could easily 


be turned mto a wheafeaxporting 
country u it made full use of the 
latest scientific knowledge and 
technology 

He said the production and 
requirement estimated for the next 
year were 113 lakh tons and 
100 lakh tons, respectively. If the 
weather conditions remained 
favourable, Pakistan would be abie 
to have an easy time next vear 

While pleading for boosting pro- 
duction of rice and cotton, the 
President warned that an) 
reduction in the production of rice 
would result in heavy loss to the 
national) exchequer 

As regards cotton, the Presi- 
dent expressed the, hope that the 
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country expected to have a good 
harvest of cotton crop this vear. 
He also emphasised the need for 
increasing the production of 
ee 1" was also Jt good source 
of earning foreign exchange. 

The President ex pressed 
concern on the alarming rete of 
import of edible oil for the 
manufacture of Vanaspati Ghee and 
urged =the agricultural sorentists 
to do something to curtail it 

The President wid edible 
ou was imported to the tune 
of Rs.247 core every year The 
figure Was on the increase and if 
some day the countries from where 
this oil was imported put some 
impediments on its import, the 
people of Pakistan may have to go 
without Vanaspat: Ghee He, there- 
fore, called for finding out some 
device to either get rid of Vanas- 
pati Ghee for good or to reduce 
the quantum of its import 
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PRESENT IMBALANCE IN TRADE LIKELY TO CONTINUE 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Aug 80 p 6 
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STEEL MILL OPENING DELAY DEPLORED, EXPLATNED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in Pnelieh 26, 28 Aug 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text] ISLAMABAD Aug 26 Paks of * — pet cent of the 
tan Steet Mill, the gigantic = ** 
Soviet awed project, whieh hay tuned tor eompition Bick iene 
80 tar suftered heavily because fe capecene to slart now . 
of tack of co-ordination, plann. ber 81, a number of targets at 
ing and understanding, is show 4d revieed 
ing MO sgn Gm) heduled to start in January 


aga facing threat of delay. Its) 1978, was expected to begin work 
revised estimated cost of Ag © December, 1980 but now a new 
2,143 million « kelly to go up has been (ved ~ June, 1983. 
@ responsible for these 
further delays and consequent losses? 
The t oremelly to be Noltoy & prepared to answer the 
— 5 + yr? 1 Pa — 
now whedulet tw unh ‘ nierestingly . 
1984 85 (wet Dist furnace is ed to be 


The blast (arnace & as orgeamally 
1 gO Mh action @ “September iwed three months from now the 


1979 The date way extended to — 1 ot ts 


December, 1979. and agai to ope 22 profitability of the 
March 80. then aeam revi? 1 protect and suggest measures 

june 1980. and now Hf hae been mh ~— 
fed for December 80 Bul doubts The meeting may aloo 
shout the completion of the Work peasmunend meawres to encourage 
remain the development of downstream 


Similarly the feet phase of th) onerstion and to exemppe 
tuwndp, *hich wes oc@imally to 8 to which @ctor 
be by September, 1974. cipation may be 
wa to April, 1975. ant development 
ae to tune 198) the reviewed 
target & mow June 198) this ts a job 
The completion of tile 
stewcture factitee, orginally fixed 
for December, 197). were post 
pomed «Hh lune, 1974, and again 


52% 


deferred Wil 197° gad consume 1,355,900 tons of pe iron 

further put off ull lane 1980 and and a, coke * 
available ann 

have mot yet been fully Compteted — fest blast { ey 


The maw plant had wffered the 


seme fate at hot metal stage of the a guess and only experts 
we. tumonow, be 
Mil which eas uheduird to be , ; + 


compteted @ October 1975 It was 
rewned everal tenes and 


Sut chances to be othe target are 
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(pe 4) 


We have read with diemay 
news story aaptned “FP 
Steel Uneaplained Delays in Vital 
Project”, (Aug. 26). | regret to say 
thal Ht te based on complete 

tance of facts Lt should have 

tau U the had been check 
od with relevant quarters be 
fore @ cfithal news sory On «@ 
vital tof national importance 
was im a Newepaper of your 
at 


The correct postion with 
to the un tation of — 


Sieel Project ts stated below for 
the information of your readers 

The foundation stone of the 
project was lid on Dec, WO, 197) 
Al that Gime @ tentative schedule 
was drawn up which provided for 
the implementation of the project 
in the following stages 

(i) «biting of first blast fur 
nace (Hot Metal Stage) lune 1978 

(i) Steet making plant and 
billet mill Dec 1978 

(di) Hot rolling mill June 1980 

(tv) Cok’ rolling mille Dec 1980 

iv) Full cycle of production 
= 

above — unplementation 

schedule was based on the assump 
tion that preparatory work eg 
site preparation and preli 
construction would start in 1974 
The commencement of work on 
these items was, however, delayed 
and effective construction on the 
main plant started only in Aug 
1976. The above tentative schedule 
was revieed from time to time, on 
the basis of progress of work ectua- 


— 

Ww the present came 
to power on July 5, 1977, the imp- 
lementation of the 


only 12 per cent progress had 

achieved on an overall- basis. This 
project of national importance 
received urgent attention of the 
resent (,overnment and the CMLA 
imsclf visited it in Jan 1978. A 


project by the following dates — 
(i) Firing of first blast furnace 
8 Metal Stage) Last quarter of 


(ii) Steel making plant and 
billet mill Third quarter of 1981 

(di) Hot rolling mills First 
quarter of 1982 
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KEEL LAYING FOR CHINESE SHIP 
lelamabad THE MUSLIM in English 130 Aug 80 p 6 


[Text] 





CSO: 4220 








PAKISTAN 


FOOD STORAGE SHORTAGE CAUSING LOSSES 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Aug 80 p | 
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NEW SUPPORT PRICE POR WHEAT TO BE ANNOUNCED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: The Government, in order to give 
More incentive and @ genuine return to the growers, intend to 
raise the support price of wheat fram As, 46.66 to As, 60 per 
meund, it was reliebly learnt here today Knowledgeable 

believed thet the new support price would be announ 
ced within this week. 

A highlevel meeting is, it is seid, being held here 
tomorrow, under the Chairmanship of Food Minister Rear 
Admiral Fazi Janjua to finally decide the new support price. 
The findings of the meeting would be submitted to the 
President and are likely to be announced after his approval. 

The Minister, it mey be recatied, hed favoured the idea of 
fixing @ Mew support price at the National Seminar on Wheat 


Research and Production, organised by the Pakistan 
Agricultural Research Council in Ishemabed last week. 
Pakistan hed a record yield of 1.8 crore tons of wheat this 
yes This was possible only because of the timely help 
provided to the cultivators by various Government agencies. 
The new targets, now being worked out for the coming sowing 
season, Fequire More incentives to the cultivators. In view of 
the rising cost of agicultural machinery and other agricultural 
inputs, .evision of the present price had become imperative. 
The proposed increase in the wheat price, it is further 
learnt, would not be allowed to tnt the present release price of 
wheat at ration depots and the Government would bear the 
enhanced cost 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


EMBASSY IN IRAQ==Manila, Sept. 5, (AFP)--President Ferdinand Marcos today 
said the Philippines will eatablish an embasay in Iraq's capital city of 
baghdad as part of ite diplomatic offensive designed to atrengtien its 

ties with the Middle Fast. Mr. Marcos made the announcement when he re- 
vived Ambassador Wahbi ‘Abd al-Ragak Fattah as the first non-resident 
envoy representative of Iraq to the country, an official government 
statement said, He said the Philippine Embassy in Baghdad will open 
“within a matter of weeks,” Mr, Marcos, according to the statement, 
underscored the need for a diplomatic offensive in the Middle Fast 

because it is the major crude oil source for the country in addition « 

a lucrative market for Philippine labor [as received|. The presidential 
announcement on the embassy opening came after the Iraq Government warded 
A major road construction project to the Construction and Development Corp, 
f{ the Philippines. Through a growing exchange of goods and services, 

Mr. Marcos expressed hopes that partnership between the Philippines and 
iraq would be further enhanced for the mutual benefit of the two countrics. 
'Text |] [OWO51359 Hong Kong AFP in English 1349 OMT 5 Sep 80) 


ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PLANS--Manila, 5 Sep (AFP)--The Philippine Government 
will spend 9,507 million U.S. dollars in the next 5 vears for its 
acceleratec energy development which is heavy anchored in harnessing geo- 
thermal and hydropower sources to replace imported oil, it was reported 
today. Energy Minister Geronimo Velasco said the thrust of geothermal! 
rather thar ofl exploration arose from the inventory of indigenous enery 
sources which indicated that the geothermal field "holds the most promise 
for the country.” Mr Velasco said that within the 5-vear period the govern 
ment is scheduled to dig a total of 450 geothermal wells which could pro- 
vide about 3,500 megawatts of electricity, Offshore Nido oilfield comp! ex 
in midwestern Philippines had produced 11 million barrels of oil and 

the 4 new olltields of Cadlao, Matinloc, Pandan and Libro in the same area 
are expected to go into production by 1981. Mr Velasco said the Philippine 
Covernment will also tap energy development loans from the Asian Deve lop- 
Bank as well as the World Bank to support its continuous search for other 
nonoil energy sources. [Hong Kong AFP in English 1343 GMT 5 Sep 80 OW) 
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